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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee, commencing at 3:02 p.m on Cctober 20, 2025,

with all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: Adam St af ford, Chairnan

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken

ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020

ALSO PRESENT:

Sohi ni Hat hi ramani, Cypress Creek Renewabl es, LLC
Jenni fer Hyre, Cypress Creek Renewabl es, LLC
Sanuel Davis, Cypress Ceek Renewabl es, LLC

Bri an Lindenl aub, WestlLand Resources

Tess Wagner, WestlLand Resources

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairnman Stafford
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the time set for the prefiling
conference for the Cactus Fl ower Project.

Let's start by taking appearance of the
applicant, M. Acken.

MR ACKEN. Good afternoon, Chairman. Bert
Acken on behal f of the applicant Cypress Ceek Renewabl es
LLC. |1've got several nenbers of the teamhere, and |I'd
li ke themto introduce thenselves starting with Sohini.

MS. HATHI RAMANI .  Hi . | " m Sohi ni
Hat hi ramani at Cypress Creek as the project devel oper for
Cactus Fl ower.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

And Jenni fer.

M5. HYRE: H . Jennifer Hyre with Cypress
Creek, environnmental |ead for the Cactus Fl ower project.

MR, ACKEN. Sarmuel .

MR DAVIS: Hello. |'m Sanuel Davis with
Cypress Creek. |'m manager of external affairs for the
sout hwest. Thank you.

MR ACKEN:. Bri an.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Brian Lindenlaub of
West Land Resources consulting for the applicant.

MR ACKEN. And | ast but not |east, Tess.

MS. WAGNER: Hi. |'m Tess Wagner also with
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West Land Resour ces providi ng support for Cypress Creek.

CHWN STAFFORD: Spell Cypress for ne.

MR ACKEN. CY-P-RE-SS Took ne a
couple tries. I'mlike which Cypress is it?

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Let's see, we
have four exhibits for the prefiling conference.

MR. ACKEN. That's right. So nunber 1 is
Prefiling Figure 1. That's the bl ack-and-white map that
we propose being Exhibit Ato the notice of hearing.

Number 2 is an overview aerial map that
al so shows proposed sign | ocations.

Nunmber 3 is a | and ownershi p nap, again,
show ng proposed sign |ocations.

And then 4 is our proposed notice of

heari ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Those are
adm tted.

(Prefiling Exhibits 1 through 4 were
admtted.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And the draft
notice of hearing is Wrd, so that's ready to go.

What were you doing the public -- what wll
you be doing the publication in for the notice of
heari ng?

MR. ACKEN. So we are going to publish in

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the Casa Grande Di spatch. That's our -- that is our
goal, and | say it's a goal because they do have sone
limtations on publication. | think they publish three
times a week. And so in order for us to be able to neet
the two publications in 10 days, it's going to be a
little tight. So let's say we file on this Friday as
we're scheduled to do, we would have to have that notice
of hearing final in hand by the norning of the 28th in
order to neet two publications in Casa G ande Di spatch.
So we can use the Republic as a backup if we need it, but
just wanted to outline that for you. If we can do in it
Casa G ande D spatch, that woul d be great.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So your file date is
going to be, what, the 25th?

MR ACKEN: 24th is Friday.

CHWN STAFFORD: Cctober 24, this Friday.
Ckay. So you need it by, what, that Mnday, then, |
guess; right?

MR. ACKEN. Yeah. End of day Monday.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. W'll see if we can
get it ready by Friday.

| think the 28th we're in another hearing.

MR ACKEN. Yeah. Mght make it alittle
nmore difficult.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. GCkay. And then

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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so how nmany -- you have the maps. How nany signs do you
have --

MR ACKEN. W proposed -- |I'msorry.

CHWN STAFFORD: Go ahead.

MR ACKEN. We proposed three sign
| ocations. This is a nine-mle -- just under nine-mle
gen-tie. W proposed three sign locations: one kind of
close to the generation facility, one about hal fway al ong
the route, and then the other towards the other end of
t he route.

All of the proposed sign |ocations are on
state trust |and, and the team has coordi nated with State
Land and has authorization to post signs -- obviously not
per manent ones, but to post tenporary signs in those
proposed | ocati ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | see the affected
jurisdictions are Pinal County and Arizona State Land
Depar t nent ?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So they get notice to them
provided to them by the statute.

And you' ve done -- you'll do social nedia
outreach for the notice of hearing in addition to what
you' ve done for the project already?

MR ACKEN:. Social nedia outreach, we have

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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done sone. This is an area that is simlar to ny project
that you're going to be seeing next week that we tal ked
about recently where there's -- | think |l ess than 60
owners within two mles of the project, and so we' ve been
using direct mailers. And so that's been the primry

out reach net hod.

The project has a website. Held an open
house. W'Il|l be prepared to tal k about that at the
heari ng.

But as far as social nedia canpaign, |
don't think that we're proposing to do that just given
the rural, sparse nature of surroundi ng property owners.

CHWN STAFFORD: There's about 60 tot al
| andowner s?

MR ACKEN. Yes. And, you know, if I'm--
if I"'mmstaken, |I'I|l ask ny teamto speak up, but I
think it's |l ess than 60.

Seei ng heads nod, which you can't get on
the transcript.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, |I'mnot hearing any
objection to that characterization of approxi mately 60
total | andowners in the study area.

So this we'll be doing the hearing at the
Comm ssi on; correct?

MR. ACKEN. Yes. And thank you. And Tess
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and others on this call really tried hard. You know, we
got that last-mnute curve ball fromthe |ocation we

t hought we had secured. And we cast a w de net

t hr oughout Pi nal County down to Marana, even north
Tucson, and just were unable to find a suitable | ocation
on the kind of tinme crunch.

So we're really grateful to be able to hold
it the Commssion. W think this one is well suited to
hold at the Commission. |It's not nuch further fromthe
Comm ssi on than sonme of the venues we were | ooking at,
quite honestly. And because it's so renote, we don't
anticipate nuch public interest, if at all.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So we'll be
doing -- we'll start at 10 a.m on the 8th and then
nine a.m on the 9th and then, if necessary, 10 a.m on
t he 10t h.

MR ACKEN. Yes. And you'll see the
proposed notice of hearing -- | didn't include the 10th.
It just has that catch-all additional hearing days wll
be noticed. So, obviously, it's your decision on whet her
you want to specify that as an option. But just wanted
to note that for you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think -- and you'l
have | odging for the out-of-town conmttee nenbers near
t he Conmm ssi on?
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MR ACKEN:. W will.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. | guess the driving
factor of whether we go to two or three days is whet her
or not we do a tour. So have a plan for a tour. The
normal course would be the Tuesday norni ng at nine, neet
up, and then rally fromthere. | think it's about, what,
an hour fromthe Comm ssion to where the tour woul d be?

MR ACKEN:. Hour-15 to hour-30. So assune
about two and a half, three hours of drive tine and an
hour driving around. So it's about a four-hour tour.

CHWN STAFFORD: We'Il see if there's an
appetite for one of those, but it's best to be prepared.

MR ACKEN:. W will.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR ACKEN. And, again, it's one of those
where we're happy to do it if it gives the commttee --
particularly if it gives the commttee nore confort since
they're not holding the hearing in the vicinity of the
project. So, yes, we'll be prepared and have a good
I n-person tour if that's the commttee's election. And,
of course, we'll also have the virtual tour and all the
ot her accoutrenents you'd expect to see in a hearing.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think it's going to be --
what typically shapes that decision is how cl ose any
residential structures are to the project and if there's

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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been any public objection to the project. | think
w t hout those two things, a tour seens |less |ikely.

So we've got the prehearing conference set
for Decenber 2 at three p.m

There's no other litigation or disputes
regarding this project; correct?

MR. ACKEN. Not to ny know edge.

Sohi ni ?

M5. HATHI RAMANI :  No.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. You said the
application will be filed this Friday the 24th.

|'mgoing to do the normal thing, issue the
procedural order, agenda, Staff letter. And you'll need
that notice of hearing ready to go you said by the 28th?
| think --

MR ACKEN. The norning of the 28th in
order to get it published twice in Casa Grande D spatch.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Well, | think I''m
just going to shoot to try to get it out this Friday when
you file.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Then |I'Il be between
hearings, so that's probably the best way to do it.

So we'll do a public comment at the
Comm ssion at 5:30, standard tine.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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You're not anticipating nmuch of that, huh?

MR ACKEN: We are not. Just for flavor,
t he open house, | think there were two or three
att endees, including a couple | andowners who are
interested in potentially selling property. And so, no,
we're not anticipating public interest in this project --

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR ACKEN:. -- |ocation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiat is the permt status
of the project?

MR. ACKEN. So both county entitlenents and
State Land processes are underway.

Sohini, do you want to speak to that just a
little nore detail for now?

M5. HATHI RAMANI :  Yes. So we've got our
Maj or Conprehensi ve Pl an Arendnents that was conpleted in
Cct ober of 2024. And we're currently in the process of
the rezoni ng and POD application. W're schedul ed
actually to go to the board of supervisors on
Decenber 3 --

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's for the

sol ar - pl us-storage project, not the gen-tie line;

correct?
MS. HATHI RAMANI :  Yes, not the gen-tie
i ne.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: The gen-tie line is a
permtted use under the current Pinal County zoning;
correct?

MS. HATHI RAMANI :  Uh- huh.

MR ACKEN: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So since we're
doing it at the Conm ssion, you won't have Peaks Audi o, |
assune?

MR ACKEN:. That's ny assunption. |'1l]
need to coordinate with M ke sooner rather than | ater

W will be having tablets still avail able
for the commttee nmenbers, but |I'massumng we'll work
wth Mke and his team on the AV pi ece.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Geat. Yeah, |
think if you can have tablets, that's probably better and
| ess cunbersone than 11 binders. You only have to have
two hard copies, one for nme, one for the court reporter.
| think it's probably better to have tablets on there for
ever ybody el se.

So this project, |I'massum ng the anmount of
filing fees is $1, 0007

MR ACKEN:. Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. The Comm ssion is
obligated by statute to pay the cost of reporting and
transcri bing any application hearing as well as the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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actual and necessary expenses incurred by the commttee
menbers in connection with their participation in
commttee neetings fromthe filing fee. Costs and fees
exceedi ng the anmount of the applicant's fee may, with the
applicant's consent, be incurred by the committee and
charged to the applicant. Does the applicant consent to
pay the comm ssion of those costs in excess of the filing
fee?

MR ACKEN. It does.

CHWN STAFFORD: So we'll still do the

t hree-day turnaround for the transcripts after the

heari ng.
Is there anything el se we need to cover?
MR. ACKEN. | don't see anything el se on ny
l[ist. | guess | would ask at this tine ny teamto speak

up if I've msstated or m ssed anyt hing.
Heari ng none. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: |'m seei ng shaki ng heads.
Anyt hi ng el se, Tod, that we need covered?
MR, BREWER: No, M. Chairnman. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And, Jennifer,
you' ve got everything you need?
THE COURT REPORTER  Yes. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you very nuch. |
wll get to your -- your notice of hearing to you this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Friday. If you file it, you'll be ready to go to get the
publications done tinely in the Casa G ande Di spatch.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you so rmnuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Wth that, we
ar e adj our ned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 3:16 p.m)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI CCOPA )

BE | T KNOMNN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
t aken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, October 31, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
complied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(L)( R

Y

e s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Arizona Regi stered Firm
No. R1035
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