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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go on the record.
  

 2   Now's the time set for hearing on the application of
  

 3   Cypress Creek Renewables, LLC, for a Certificate of
  

 4   Environmental Compatibility, Docket Number
  

 5   L-21370A-25-0228-00254, or Line Siting Case 254.
  

 6                 We'll start by taking roll call of the
  

 7   members.
  

 8                 Member DiCiccio?
  

 9                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Here.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Drago?
  

11                 MEMBER DRAGO:  Here.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Mercer?
  

13                 MEMBER MERCER:  Present.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Kryder?
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Here.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant?
  

17                 MEMBER FANT:  Here.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fontes?
  

19                 MEMBER FONTES:  Present.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock?
  

21                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Present.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And online we have Member
  

23   Little?
  

24                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Present.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's start by taking the
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 1   appearance of the applicant.
  

 2                 Mr. Acken?
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Chairman and Members
  

 4   of the Committee.  And thank you for holding this hearing
  

 5   at the Commission.  It was a bit of a last-minute switch.
  

 6   I'm more than grateful for the opportunity to do so.
  

 7   Bert Acken of Acken Law, on behalf of the applicant,
  

 8   Cypress Creek Renewables, LLC.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  We have had no
  

10   requests to intervene in this matter; is that correct?
  

11                 MR. ACKEN:  That's correct.  No requests
  

12   were filed and no potential parties reached out to me or
  

13   the applicant directly to indicate an interest in doing
  

14   so.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Neither has
  

16   anyone filed a notice of limited appearance.
  

17                 All right.  Mr. Acken, would you like to
  

18   make an opening statement?
  

19                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I
  

20   would.  A brief opening.  And I think I may move over to
  

21   the dais, both for my opening and for questions of the
  

22   committee.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  The podium?
  

24                 MR. ACKEN:  Podium, dais, thank you.
  

25                 MEMBER KRYDER:  He said dais not bias.
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 1                 MEMBER FANT:  That happens later.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  Off the record you're going to
  

 3   have to explain the difference to me.
  

 4                 So for the opening, I'm going to use some
  

 5   select slides from the hearing itself, so if we could
  

 6   pull that opening slide deck up.
  

 7                 Thank you.
  

 8                 This presentation will be consistent with
  

 9   what you typically see.  I have a panel of four
  

10   witnesses.  We're going to provide context on the
  

11   regional area, the project corridor.  We're going to talk
  

12   about who this applicant is, the needs met and benefits
  

13   provided by the project, the purpose route, requested
  

14   right-of-way corridor.  We will do a virtual tour.  And
  

15   provide testimony on both environmental resource
  

16   analyses, as well as, again, the public notice and
  

17   outreach for this project, which I think this applicant
  

18   has reason to be proud of.
  

19                 So on the screen you can see, this is slide
  

20   18, we will present this in testimony, it is also on one
  

21   side of your placemat, it shows the solar and BESS
  

22   project in blue and the project corridor for which we are
  

23   requesting approval in purple.  It's about a nine-mile
  

24   transmission line from the solar and BESS project to the
  

25   interconnection point on the APS system.  On the back of
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 1   your placemat is a map that's actually, if we were to do
  

 2   a virtual tour, and so this is also part of Exhibit CC-3,
  

 3   but what I want to use this for right now is just provide
  

 4   some regional context, you know, we're in -- we're in
  

 5   Phoenix.  And you can see where we are at the northern
  

 6   portion of this map.  And the project is south of Eloy
  

 7   and west of Picacho Peak and south of Casa Grande in
  

 8   Pinal County.  The solar project is on private lands and
  

 9   then the gen-tie is primarily on state trust lands.
  

10                 Going back to slide 18, one thing I do want
  

11   to highlight for you is we have narrowed the corridor
  

12   since the time of the application, it's a little bit
  

13   narrower than what we filed in the application, and
  

14   that's a result of being able to fine-tune and sharpen
  

15   our pencils, so to speak, on private lands, so this
  

16   project will have even less of an impact on private
  

17   lands.  This applicant is far along in the process of
  

18   development as you will hear.  And so they're in a place
  

19   where they can do that.
  

20                 So wanted to highlight that we're not
  

21   asking for an expanded corridor, we're actually asking
  

22   for a slightly narrower corridor than what you saw in the
  

23   application.  The gen-tie and interconnection facilities
  

24   these are authorized uses in Pinal County.  I think you
  

25   heard that recently in one of my cases.  Another thing I
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 1   want to highlight is the solar and BESS received County
  

 2   zoning entitlements last week.  So, again, this project
  

 3   is far along and has County entitlements complete.
  

 4                 Next slide.
  

 5                 So one of the interesting things about this
  

 6   project is you have a new applicant, CCR, Cactus --
  

 7   Cactus Flower is the project -- Cypress Creek Renewables
  

 8   is the applicant.  Cypress Creek is new to Arizona, but
  

 9   not to the business.  It has an operational portfolio of
  

10   over 2 gigawatts and provides O&M services for its
  

11   projects and third parties across the country.  So it's
  

12   exciting for me to get to introduce you to a new
  

13   applicant, but again, you'll see from this team a wealth
  

14   of experience not just developing but owning and
  

15   operating and maintaining projects.
  

16                 Next slide.
  

17                 Again, this project has been thoroughly
  

18   vetted.  County zoning is complete, the interconnection
  

19   process is well underway.  Phase 1 and Phase 2 studies
  

20   have been completed with APS.  And Commission Staff has
  

21   had an opportunity to review those studies and you can
  

22   see the conclusion and we will provide testimony that
  

23   Staff concludes that the project could improve the
  

24   reliability of the system so long as necessary upgrades
  

25   are implemented.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 10

  

 1                 Next slide.
  

 2                 So in addition to zoning, interconnection
  

 3   studies, this project's also been studied comprehensively
  

 4   with respect to environmental resources.  You have the
  

 5   standards exhibits, standard resource analyses that are
  

 6   done for a CEC, and you also have some additional ones.
  

 7   We have State Land native plant inventory complete, an
  

 8   aquatic resources delineation report complete, and a
  

 9   biological resource evaluation complete.  All of these
  

10   are supplemental analyses that have already been done for
  

11   this project above and beyond what is expected and
  

12   required for a CEC.  And we will provide testimony on
  

13   that.
  

14                 Next slide.
  

15                 So I wanted to show this photograph in
  

16   the -- these photographs in the opening.  It provides a
  

17   good flavor for the area.  This is a remote rural area
  

18   that has a combination of existing ag- -- agriculture, as
  

19   well as open desert and prior farm lands and dirt roads,
  

20   and so four photographs there, that's what this area --
  

21   this area is.
  

22                 Next slide.
  

23                 At the end of the day -- at the end of our
  

24   testimony, you're going to hear from two of our
  

25   witnesses, Mr. Lindenlaub and Ms. Hyre, who are going to
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 1   provide all of the environmental resource analyses that
  

 2   were conducted.  The results of that is that this is an
  

 3   environmentally compatible project.  It complies with
  

 4   applicable management plans.  It's located in an area
  

 5   with some existing electrical infrastructure.  One of the
  

 6   interesting things that we'll talk about about this route
  

 7   is that it was sited specifically to avoid cultural
  

 8   resources in the area.  And so at the end of the day you
  

 9   end up with a really well sited gen-tie that avoids
  

10   impacts and has minimal impacts on land use, recreation,
  

11   visual resources, and things of that nature.
  

12                 Next slide.
  

13                 So it's timely and it's also a key
  

14   component of this project.  It's timely because this
  

15   committee has been hearing a lot about what is
  

16   appropriate levels of community engagement, what is --
  

17   what is best practices?  What should be done in community
  

18   engagement?  And you're going to hear from this team that
  

19   has done really a remarkable job on that front.  I
  

20   brought a lot of these projects to you.  One -- a couple
  

21   things I want to highlight, you see there Cypress Creek
  

22   began community involvement for this project three years
  

23   ago.  Three years ago.  This isn't like six months and
  

24   then we show up and do an open house.  They have engaged
  

25   in the local community for three years, active members.
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 1   Active members of the community, active members of trade
  

 2   groups, active members of community groups in that
  

 3   three-year time period, with team members on the ground
  

 4   being able to hear community concerns, work with the
  

 5   community, and help the community in areas that the
  

 6   community actually wants help and says this could be
  

 7   helpful to us.  And so we will present testimony on that.
  

 8                 Next slide.
  

 9                 So what is the result of that three-year
  

10   effort?  You will hear testimony that this project does
  

11   have local community support.  This slide that we will
  

12   show in testimony are two of the letters of support
  

13   recently received for the project.  There are two more
  

14   that came in after the slide was -- the slide was
  

15   developed.  I think -- and I want to draw your attention
  

16   in particular to Exhibit CC-10, which is the support
  

17   letter filed by the mayor of Eloy.
  

18                 Now, the affected jurisdictions for this
  

19   project are Pinal County and State Land.  Eloy has an
  

20   interest in this project.  It is in or close to their
  

21   planning area, and so it's important to them that this
  

22   project is consistent with their vision.  And what you
  

23   see from the mayor of Eloy's letter is an appreciation
  

24   for how this project was developed, how this applicant
  

25   went about public engagement.  And you see three things I
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 1   want to highlight.  The mayor says that "The project
  

 2   aligns with the City's plan for solar proposals,
  

 3   minimizing impacts on residential areas."  Number two,
  

 4   "will generate meaningful economic benefits for Eloy
  

 5   during the construction phase, including local job
  

 6   creation and increased business activity."  And three,
  

 7   and I think this one is near and dear to me as well,
  

 8   "respects private property rights, allowing landowners to
  

 9   utilize their lands in ways that support their families
  

10   and contribute to the region's energy future."  So we
  

11   will present testimony with regard to that letter and
  

12   also the context that led to receiving that letter and
  

13   then a successful vote at the County.
  

14                 So at the end of the day, it is our goal
  

15   and our hope that the testimony will show that this
  

16   project provides an interconnection for needed power, is
  

17   located in a really remarkably good area with electrical
  

18   infrastructure that is remote and rural, has widespread
  

19   support among the local community and is environmentally
  

20   compatible.  And at the conclusion, for those reasons, we
  

21   will respectfully request that you grant the CEC.
  

22                 Again, just to orient, I mentioned the
  

23   place map, I think that's a good tool, because we're only
  

24   going to have one slide deck, given the AV in this room,
  

25   and so you can always reference the corridor map, you
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 1   know, to help orient you, as well as the regional map to
  

 2   provide that regional context.  We have -- we actually
  

 3   have 10 exhibits, the CEC application, the public
  

 4   outreach summary that we'll talk about, a site tour
  

 5   itinerary, if the committee wishes to do a site tour.
  

 6                 What I'll say about that is, again, we are
  

 7   grateful for the committee holding the hearing here, we
  

 8   wanted to make sure that we had the opportunity to
  

 9   present an in-person site tour, should there be any
  

10   interest from the community or the members to do so.  A
  

11   site tour is doable.  Most of that time will be spent
  

12   driving there, but it's a little over an hour, it's not
  

13   the longest tour you would ever do.  And so we have that
  

14   in Exhibit CC-3.  The hearing presentation slides are
  

15   Exhibit 4, witness summaries 5, our proposed CEC, which
  

16   contains standard conditions taken from other recent
  

17   cases is 6, support letters that I mentioned are in 7,
  

18   and the mayor's letter at 10.  We updated the maps to the
  

19   application to reflect that tightened corridor, that is
  

20   in Exhibit 8, and then Utilities Division Staff letter is
  

21   9.
  

22                 So with that, I will stop my soliloquy and
  

23   be happy to answer any initial questions that you might
  

24   have or my witnesses are up there and they are certainly
  

25   ready to be sworn in and begin presenting testimony.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Acken.
  

 2                 Member Fontes, did you have a question for
  

 3   Mr. Acken?
  

 4                 MEMBER FONTES:  I did.  We've seen a lot of
  

 5   projects, solar and storage from Pinal County before in
  

 6   close proximity to Eloy.  Can you characterize or
  

 7   summarize what the requirements were for lifecycle,
  

 8   environmental mitigation, in terms of posting bond for
  

 9   all of that, that were applicable to this project?
  

10                 MR. ACKEN:  So I will ask Sohini, who is
  

11   the project manager to address that in her testimony,
  

12   because she managed the County entitlement process.  So
  

13   we will answer that question in testimony --
  

14                 MEMBER FONTES:  Excellent.
  

15                 MR. ACKEN:  -- because I'm not familiar
  

16   with that County entitlement process, other than the
  

17   results.
  

18                 I wanted -- I wanted to respond, and again,
  

19   we'll get into it in the testimony on, yes, you have seen
  

20   a lot of projects in Pinal County.  And I think you have
  

21   heard increasing concerns from the residents of Pinal
  

22   County about the number of projects.  I don't think
  

23   you've seen a project located in this area, and I think
  

24   that's why Eloy supports it.  Well, I know that's why
  

25   Eloy supports it and will present testimony to that
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 1   effect.
  

 2                 When you have a project that is smarted
  

 3   sitely [sic], that helps address public concerns, right?
  

 4   And so are we siting projects next to residential
  

 5   developments?  Are we siting projects far away from
  

 6   residents in areas where, I'll be honest, I didn't know
  

 7   that this area was here, and I've lived in Arizona for
  

 8   20-some years.  And so it's -- and yes, it's an
  

 9   agricultural area, and we do have to be mindful about
  

10   losing agricultural lands, but there's trade-offs and
  

11   there's benefits, right?  You have a private landowner
  

12   who's saying yes this is what I want to do with my land,
  

13   the reduced water impact and that sort of thing.  So on
  

14   the Eloy piece, I think that's why you're going to hear a
  

15   very different story about public concern on this one
  

16   than you do with some others, but again, Sohini can
  

17   address that in her testimony, as well as the specific
  

18   question about lifecycle and, you know, bonding and
  

19   things of that nature.
  

20                 MEMBER FANT:  The intent of the question is
  

21   just so we can capture for the record what is the total
  

22   mitigation for the end of life for the project because
  

23   we're focused on environmental review here, so we want to
  

24   see if that was required at the County level or the City
  

25   level.
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 1                 MR. ACKEN:  Understood.  Thank you.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Acken, are you ready to
  

 3   call your panel?  I guess you have four witnesses all in
  

 4   the same panel?
  

 5                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, the
  

 6   applicant calls four witnesses.  Sohini Hathiramani,
  

 7   Samuel Davis, Jennifer Hyre, and Brian Lindenlaub.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Well, let's get them
  

 9   sworn in starting on the end with Mr. Davis.
  

10                 Would you prefer an oath or affirmation?
  

11                 MR. DAVIS:  Oath is to God, right?  Is that
  

12   right?  I'll do an oath.  I like oaths.
  

13                 (Samuel Davis was duly sworn by the
  

14        Chairman.)
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Ms. Hathiramani, oath or
  

16   affirmation?
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Affirmation, please.
  

18                 (Sohini Hathiramani was duly affirmed by
  

19        the Chairman.)
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Ms. Hyre, oath or
  

21   affirmation?
  

22                 MS. HYRE:  Affirmation, please.
  

23                 (Jennifer Hyre was duly affirmed by
  

24        the Chairman.)
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And, Mr. Lindenlaub, oath

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 18

  

 1   or affirmation?
  

 2                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Affirmation please.
  

 3                 (Brian Lindenlaub was duly affirmed by
  

 4        the Chairman.)
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Acken, you may now
  

 8   proceed with examining the witnesses.
  

 9                 Member Kryder, do you have a question?
  

10                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Just a request.  Because of
  

11   the limited number of microphones, sometimes sitting
  

12   between two or three people, if the person speaking --
  

13   I've got a hearing problem, a significant one, and I'd
  

14   appreciate if you would speak directly into the
  

15   microphone rather than off to the side, you notice how
  

16   the difference is.  Thanks very much.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

18                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Member Kryder for
  

19   the reminder.  And poor Sohini has lost her voice coming
  

20   into the hearing, so she really needs to speak into the
  

21   microphone.
  

22   //
  

23   //
  

24   //
  

25   //
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 1       SAMUEL DAVIS, JENNIFER HYRE, SOHINI HATHIRAMANI,
  

 2                     and BRIAN LINDENLAUB,
  

 3   called as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
  

 4   having been previously affirmed or sworn by the Chairman
  

 5   to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were
  

 6   examined and testified as follows:
  

 7
  

 8               D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N
  

 9   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

10       Q.   Sohini, please state your name and business
  

11   address for the record.
  

12       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) My name is Sohini Hathiramani,
  

13   and my address is 3402 Pico Boulevard, Santa Monica,
  

14   California 90405.
  

15                 MR. ACKEN:  And while we go through these,
  

16   Mike, if we could have the slide deck, are you running
  

17   that one as well?
  

18                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I am.
  

19   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

20       Q.   Okay.  By whom are you employed and in what
  

21   capacity?
  

22       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) I'm a full-time employee of
  

23   Cypress Creek Renewables as a project developer for
  

24   Cactus Flower Solar.
  

25       Q.   And please provide a summary of your educational
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 1   background and work experience.
  

 2       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) I have a bachelor's degree in
  

 3   accounting and management from the University of Bristol
  

 4   and a master's in business administration from UCLA.
  

 5            Since I graduated from business school, I've
  

 6   been working at Cypress Creek as a project developer on
  

 7   the West team where I've been working on projects in both
  

 8   Nevada and Arizona.
  

 9       Q.   And what is your role in the Cactus Flower Solar
  

10   Project?
  

11       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So I'm a project developer for
  

12   this project.  I'm responsible for managing all aspects
  

13   of project development, from identifying the sites,
  

14   coordinating environmental and engineering studies, as
  

15   well as managing the interconnection, permitting, and
  

16   community engagement.
  

17       Q.   Thank you.
  

18            Jennifer, if you would, please state your name
  

19   and business address.
  

20       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes.  My name is Jennifer Hyre.  My
  

21   business address is 5310 South Alston Avenue, Building
  

22   300, Durham, North Carolina 27713.
  

23       Q.   And by whom are you employed and in what
  

24   capacity?
  

25       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes.  I'm employed full time at
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 1   Cypress Creek Renewables as their director of
  

 2   environmental affairs.  I oversee our environmental
  

 3   program and I serve as the environmental lead for our
  

 4   projects in the West and Texas.
  

 5       Q.   And next, summarize your educational background
  

 6   and work experience.
  

 7       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes.  I have a bachelor's of science
  

 8   from Juniata College in environmental and a master's
  

 9   certificate in National Environmental Policy Act from
  

10   Utah State University.  I have over 20 years of
  

11   experience driving the environmental permitting and
  

12   regulatory compliance process for large infrastructure
  

13   projects.  Most of my experience has been focused in the
  

14   American Southwest, including Arizona.  I have a
  

15   background in environmental assessments, wetland
  

16   delineations, biological and cultural resources, visual
  

17   resources, zoning and land use permitting.
  

18       Q.   And do you have prior testimony experience?
  

19       A.   (MS. HYRE) I do.  Sorry.  During a -- at my time
  

20   at a prior company I helped support the preparation of
  

21   testimony for Southwest Power Poles Hobbs to China draw
  

22   345 transmission line that went before the New Mexico
  

23   Public Regulation Commission.
  

24       Q.   And what is your role in this project?
  

25       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes, my role in this project is that

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 22

  

 1   I serve as the environmental subject matter expert.  I'm
  

 2   leading the environmental permitting process, and I help
  

 3   support Sohini in the development of our CEC application.
  

 4       Q.   And what topics will you cover in your
  

 5   testimony?
  

 6       A.   (MS. HYRE) In my testimony I will be discussing
  

 7   Cypress Creek's environmental program in general and I
  

 8   will speak specifically to the environmental studies and
  

 9   due diligence that we've completed for the Cactus Flower
  

10   project to date.
  

11       Q.   Mr. Davis, please state your name and business
  

12   address?
  

13       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Hello, I'm Samuel Davis, business
  

14   address is 5310 South Alston Avenue, Building 300,
  

15   Durham, North Carolina 27713.
  

16       Q.   By whom are you employed and in what capacity?
  

17       A.   (MR. DAVIS) I'm a full-time employee at Cypress
  

18   Creek Renewables.  I am the manager of external affairs
  

19   for the Southwest and the ERCOT region.
  

20       Q.   Next describe your educational background and
  

21   work experience.
  

22       A.   (MR. DAVIS) I'm a proud graduate of the
  

23   University of Texas at Austin, and -- with a focus in
  

24   business and communications.  After college, I worked for
  

25   some startups and then I went to help found a nonprofit,
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 1   a conservative-leaning nonprofit that focuses on the
  

 2   renewable energy expansion into rural Texas.  It's kind
  

 3   of a -- it was a very personal thing for me and my
  

 4   family, we're a sheep, goat, cows ranch -- seventh
  

 5   generation ranching family in West Texas and we have a
  

 6   renewable energy project on our land for about six years
  

 7   now.  And so it was really to tout the economic benefits
  

 8   and the private property rights component as it's one of
  

 9   the only sources of income for some of these landowners
  

10   out there.  So I helped do that.  And then I went into --
  

11   I began working for Cypress Creek in December 2024.
  

12       Q.   Next, describe your role in this project.
  

13       A.   (MR. DAVIS) For -- well, my role in the Cactus
  

14   Flower Solar Project is really to lead community
  

15   engagement, external communications with City, County
  

16   officials, community organizations, some of our community
  

17   meetings that we've been holding.  Really just also to
  

18   help Ms. Sohini here to -- with any public-facing
  

19   responsibilities, managing the project Facebook, the
  

20   project website, our phone line, really just to be as
  

21   over-transparent as we can be with the community.  So any
  

22   kind of external-facing type component, that's what I've
  

23   really been focusing on.
  

24       Q.   And what is the scope of your testimony today?
  

25       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Scope of the testimony will be
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 1   public outreach, stakeholder engagement, which really
  

 2   includes a multi-year community engagement program as you
  

 3   heard before Mr. Acken saying we began in 2022, and so
  

 4   we've just really under -- we've undertaken a lot of
  

 5   programs for the project, like the websites and
  

 6   scholarships, mailers, and open houses and whatnot, so --
  

 7   but that's the general scope of my testimony.
  

 8       Q.   Brian, please state your name and business
  

 9   address.
  

10       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Brian Lindenlaub, 4001 East
  

11   Paradise Falls Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85712.
  

12       Q.   By whom are you employed and in what capacity?
  

13       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) I'm employed at Westland
  

14   Resources, a Trinity firm, as a senior principal
  

15   consultant.
  

16       Q.   Next, summarize your educational background and
  

17   work experience.
  

18       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) I've got bachelor's degrees in
  

19   geological engineering and wildlife biology.  I've been
  

20   working in the environmental field since 1994, with the
  

21   alphabet soup of federal programs, focused on the Clean
  

22   Water Act, Endangered Species Act, and NEPA.
  

23       Q.   And what is your role in this project before the
  

24   committee today?
  

25       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) I serve as a senior project
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 1   principal for Westland, supporting the project manager
  

 2   and the project manager's team in conducting various
  

 3   environmental evaluations.
  

 4       Q.   And what topics will you cover?
  

 5       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) I'll be supporting Ms. Hyre in
  

 6   presenting information on some of those environmental
  

 7   evaluations.
  

 8       Q.   Thank you.
  

 9            In my opening I mentioned that Cypress Creek
  

10   Renewables is a new applicant before this committee.  So,
  

11   Sohini, if you would, I'd like you to describe CCR, and
  

12   for the completeness of the record, describe its
  

13   ownership structure including parent entities.
  

14       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So Cypress Creek Renewables
  

15   Development, LLC, is a wholly owned subsidiary of Cypress
  

16   Creek Renewables Holdings.  As you can see, the company
  

17   was founded in 2014, it's grown to be one of the largest
  

18   solar and energy storage companies in the country with
  

19   now approximately 400-plus team members and having
  

20   developed more than 850 projects across 22 states.
  

21            Cypress Creek is backed by a top-tier private
  

22   equity firm, which is one of the world's leading
  

23   infrastructure investment platforms.  So we're a fully
  

24   integrated development platform, so we bring together
  

25   development, engineering, finance, integration,
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 1   procurement, construction management, and operations
  

 2   expertise in house, to maximize the quality at every
  

 3   stage of development and construction.
  

 4       Q.   Next, I'd like you to describe your company's
  

 5   operational portfolio, both your owned assets as well as
  

 6   those that you manage for others.
  

 7       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So Cypress Creek has developed
  

 8   over 12 gigawatts of solar to date.  And of that
  

 9   developed portfolio, we own and operate 2.4 gigawatts
  

10   across 13 states.  Cypress Creek also operates and
  

11   maintains 4.8 gigawatts, so that's also in addition to
  

12   some third-party facilities as well.  We also have a
  

13   state-of-the-art NERC-certified control center, so that
  

14   basically gives us the opportunity to have a full 24/7,
  

15   365 view of all of our operations in house.
  

16       Q.   Thank you.
  

17            Shifting gears to the nonjurisdictional solar
  

18   project and BESS, I'd like you to provide an overview.
  

19       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So Cactus Flower Solar is a
  

20   270-megawatt solar, plus 270-megawatt four-hour battery
  

21   sited, you know, the map maybe you'll be able to see
  

22   where it's sited, but as Bert said before, we've sited
  

23   this project here because of the remote location.  It's
  

24   eight miles south of Eloy and the I-10, approximately.
  

25   So that's really given us some space away from
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 1   residential.
  

 2            The company has approximately 2,000 acres of
  

 3   land under site control, both through purchase and lease.
  

 4   And the land is owned specifically for solar and battery
  

 5   storage.  There's been other projects in this area also
  

 6   with that purpose and it was approved, as Bert mentioned,
  

 7   by Pinal County Board of Supervisors last week for
  

 8   rezoning.
  

 9       Q.   So, Sohini, I don't want to put you on the spot,
  

10   but are you in a position to answer Member Fontes's
  

11   question about lifecycle mitigation for the solar and
  

12   battery project at this time?
  

13                 MEMBER FONTES:  Mr. Acken, if I may add to
  

14   that?
  

15                 MR. ACKEN:  Please.
  

16                 MEMBER FONTES:  I appreciate the technical
  

17   description.  I appreciate the high-level overview of how
  

18   private equity fits into Cypress Creek.  But we're here
  

19   in Arizona.  We need to understand the special purpose
  

20   entity, the project company, if there's a hold company
  

21   for financing on top of that, and how it relates back to
  

22   the parent.  I don't see that, that we usually see in the
  

23   slides.  If you need time, I'd like to get a slide as an
  

24   exhibit for that.
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Okay.
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 1                 MEMBER FONTES:  Because ultimately you're
  

 2   going to have insurance over this.  We've got this issue
  

 3   about environmental mitigation.  We just kind of want to
  

 4   capture that for the record.  Again, it's not meant to be
  

 5   a gotcha, it's meant to be let's document it, let's put
  

 6   it in the public record, so we've got it all.
  

 7                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 9                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Chairman.
  

10   Thank you, Member.
  

11                 So just to speak a little bit to the
  

12   lifecycle of the project.  So Pinal County actually
  

13   doesn't actually have decommissioning as part of their
  

14   ordinance, but as a stipulation of our permit, we are
  

15   committed to doing that.  Per the request of planning and
  

16   zoning, it's something that we've committed to.  The
  

17   actual amount for bonding will be estimated later once we
  

18   actually submit that decommissioning plan to the County.
  

19   It will be prior to the issuance of any construction
  

20   permits.  It will be a much more detailed plan of what we
  

21   are committing to doing, and also what that financial
  

22   assurance looks like.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And I do recall that
  

24   this -- the solar project is on private land; is that
  

25   correct?
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 1                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  That's correct.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So have you purchased the
  

 3   land or is it a lease?
  

 4                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So it's a combination of
  

 5   four different landowners.  Three of them will be
  

 6   acquisitions, they're currently under option, and one of
  

 7   them will be a lease.  So we haven't executed on those
  

 8   options yet.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So for the lease, I
  

10   guess, will the reclamation of the project be included in
  

11   the lease terms?
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  We have some standard
  

13   language that we have in all our leases that we use and
  

14   we've committed to, but it's not -- the details of that
  

15   are not -- it's not too much detail in the actual lease.
  

16                 MEMBER FONTES:  What I'd like to look at is
  

17   if that lease involves the switchyard or where that lease
  

18   fits in with the right-of-way, if we can just get an idea
  

19   of that.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I believe the switchyard is
  

21   going to be on State Trust Land; is that correct?
  

22                 MR. ACKEN:  Correct.
  

23                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So it will be subject to
  

25   the lease terms of the -- the lease of the State Trust
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 1   Land.  Those are pretty thorough from my recollection.
  

 2   I've seen a few of those in other dockets before, so --
  

 3                 MEMBER FONTES:  Just for awareness where
  

 4   that lease fits within the right-of-way.
  

 5                 MR. ACKEN:  Understood.  We are taking
  

 6   notes and will have follow-up.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, and, Mr. Acken, so it's
  

 8   clear on the record, the placemat -- the photo of the
  

 9   route that shows the solar facility and the corridor and
  

10   the switchyard location, that is contained in the
  

11   application in Exhibit A; is that correct?
  

12                 MR. ACKEN:  Not exactly.  It is a revised
  

13   corridor, so the placemat reflects slide 18 from the
  

14   hearing presentation, which is Exhibit CC-4.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

16                 MR. ACKEN:  If you go to Exhibit CC-8, and
  

17   we will get to it, but I'm happy to highlight it right
  

18   now.  If you move to Exhibit 8, you will see a handful of
  

19   additional maps.  These are maps that are revisions to
  

20   maps included in the original CEC that show the narrowed
  

21   corridor.  So, for example -- and again, I'm stealing
  

22   your thunder, Sohini, I'm sorry, but she'll testify to
  

23   this -- the very first map in CC-8 shows the corridor on
  

24   the placemat, it also shows underlaying the original
  

25   corridor in green, so you can see where it was
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 1   specifically narrowed.
  

 2                 But, for the record, place map that is
  

 3   on -- that shows the proposed transmission corridor,
  

 4   that's Figure 18 or slide 18 of CC-4.  The back of the
  

 5   place map is a map from the site tour itinerary, CC-3.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.  Thank you.
  

 7   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 8       Q.   And before we move forward, Sohini, did I get
  

 9   that correct?
  

10       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

11       Q.   Thank you.
  

12            Next, I'd like you to talk about Cypress Creek's
  

13   engagement in the local community.  And Samuel will touch
  

14   on this in greater detail, but I'd like you to tee up the
  

15   discussion following UP my comments from my opening.
  

16       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So, as Bert mentioned
  

17   previously, Cypress Creek has been active in Pinal County
  

18   since 2022, engaging with local groups to -- including
  

19   the Pinal Partnership Alliance and multiple members of
  

20   Chambers of Commerce.  We've awarded almost $60,000 in
  

21   Pinal County through sponsorships, scholarships, and
  

22   initiatives.  We're committed to being long-term
  

23   community partners to Eloy.  And I've had several
  

24   community meetings, in addition to direct outreach to the
  

25   City of Eloy and the Eloy Fire District.  And Samuel will
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 1   talk more about this in his testimony.
  

 2   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 3       Q.   What benefits will the solar and battery
  

 4   projects provide?
  

 5       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So the first thing we have on
  

 6   here is tax revenue.  So the solar and battery project is
  

 7   estimated to generate a minimum of $50 million of
  

 8   property tax revenue over the life of the project, with
  

 9   beneficiaries including the Eloy Elementary School
  

10   District, Santa Cruz Valley, Central Arizona Irrigation
  

11   and the fire district.
  

12            During construction we'll also approximately
  

13   have around 400 construction jobs, in addition to some
  

14   permanent jobs during the life of the project.  And, in
  

15   general, the project will support the grid and provide
  

16   clean, reliable energy to a growing load in Pinal County.
  

17   Also wanting to highlight that this type of development
  

18   also has low water usage, especially compared with
  

19   agriculture and residential development, which is
  

20   especially important in this area.
  

21                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

23                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Just to follow up a bit,
  

24   you spoke there a little about the County tax revenue
  

25   over the lifetime, 50 million, quite a large number.
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 1   Without getting away from your presentation, give us a
  

 2   brief timeline on when construction's starting, where it
  

 3   is, how long it will be going, and what it really means
  

 4   when you use the term "lifetime."
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.  Okay.  Thank you,
  

 6   Chairman Stafford, Member Kryder.  So we aim to start
  

 7   construction of this project in October of 2028.  So
  

 8   we're still a couple of years out from that.  The way
  

 9   that the property tax revenue has been estimated, again,
  

10   it is an estimate, but it's been done by Ernst & Young
  

11   tax consultant.
  

12                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And, again, right into your
  

13   microphone.
  

14                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Apologies.  Is this
  

15   better?
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Much better.
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So we approximate that
  

18   the useful life of a solar project is 40 years.  And,
  

19   typically, Power Purchase Agreement with a customer might
  

20   be less than that, it might be 20 to 25 years, but we
  

21   assume that the project still remains there.  We would
  

22   potentially re-power, or sort of have, like, open market
  

23   sales in that last period of time.
  

24                 And the way that it's -- it's generated is
  

25   mainly based on the equipment that's on the land, that's
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 1   where we kind of get the numbers.  And another thing to
  

 2   note for Arizona, in general, is as a renewable energy
  

 3   tax abatement, which is due to actually sunset in 2040.
  

 4   So the first 12 years of the project, 10 years of
  

 5   operations, will have that renewable energy tax abatement
  

 6   included in the estimate, but after that the property tax
  

 7   revenue actually goes up significantly.  The revenue goes
  

 8   up because we don't have that renewable energy tax
  

 9   abatement.
  

10                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much for
  

11   that.  A couple of continuing questions.  Unless you have
  

12   your crystal ball available, you probably can't answer
  

13   the first one, but maybe you can talk around it.  And
  

14   that is the new technologies that might be coming out in
  

15   terms of solar generation over the next 40-year lifetime.
  

16   Is it the expectation of your parent company that the
  

17   panels will be replaced somewhere along the line or do
  

18   you see 40 years of life in the first set of panels that
  

19   will be put on?
  

20                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  I think, typically, it
  

21   will be sort of halfway between that, where we might
  

22   re-power depending on the state of the panels.
  

23                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  And so let's say
  

24   that 25 years out, the technology has shifted so that you
  

25   can gain X percent better generation capability,
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 1   what -- how -- just fill me in on what do you do with all
  

 2   of that glass.
  

 3                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, that's a good
  

 4   question.
  

 5                 There are some solar panel recycling
  

 6   facilities within, you know, I can't remember exactly,
  

 7   but we looked it under for rezoning, so that there are
  

 8   definitely recycling facilities.  We need to do a lot
  

 9   more diligence on what that process actually looks like.
  

10   As you said, it's pretty far out.  So the ones that exist
  

11   now, I assume, may or may not be the ones that exist
  

12   then, but there already are facilities that do recycle
  

13   solar panels.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.  I recognize
  

15   this is nonjurisdictional.  I don't want to take a lot of
  

16   your testimonial time.  But, again, it's of interest to
  

17   me as your company and competitors around the nation and
  

18   perhaps around the world are looking at this, are
  

19   there -- are there groups that are recycling their glass
  

20   already?  And, if so, after how many years?  What's going
  

21   on in this whole thing of moving toward new technologies
  

22   within the photovoltaic generation capabilities?
  

23                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, I probably can't
  

24   speak to that too much in detail, but can follow up,
  

25   definitely.  But there are facilities that do recycle
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 1   already.  We as the company are always looking at new
  

 2   technologies and efficiency and anything that can make
  

 3   our projects better.  So, as you said, you know, if we
  

 4   install a certain technology initially if we're at the
  

 5   time where we're looking to replace, it's definitely a
  

 6   consideration.
  

 7                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  And kind of the same
  

 8   set of questions but over against the battery arrays,
  

 9   what sort of batteries are there -- are your first plans
  

10   to go in, what's their life expectancy.  And, similarly,
  

11   what's on the horizon if your crystal ball works?
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, thank you.
  

13                 So batteries actually get re-augmented
  

14   every 10 to 15 years, and the technology, as you've said,
  

15   changes a lot.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Are they lithium batteries?
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.
  

19                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

20                 Yeah, technology has been changing a lot.
  

21   The safety of batteries has improved significantly over
  

22   the last five, six years.  And we're always, you know,
  

23   keeping an eye on what's going on and making sure that we
  

24   have the best -- the best that we can get for our sites.
  

25                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Are the lithium batteries
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 1   top of the line at this point in time?
  

 2                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  Thank you very much.
  

 4   That gives me some idea, when I look at a $50 million
  

 5   revenue stream, you've taken out the abatements and the
  

 6   incentives and such as that, I like to get some idea
  

 7   about the, basically, the trash that's going to be going
  

 8   out the door, how that's being managed or planned to be
  

 9   managed, and what your crystal ball says about new
  

10   photovoltaic generation capability and new battery
  

11   capabilities.
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much for
  

14   your answers.
  

15                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you.
  

16                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Mr. Chair?
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member DiCiccio.
  

18                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Just quick follow-up on
  

19   that.  When you say re-augmented, does that mean that
  

20   they get hollowed out and --
  

21                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Sal --
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Get a little closer to the
  

23   microphone, please.
  

24                 MEMBER DICICCIO:  Right there?  Does that
  

25   work?  Okay.  I had it right up to me.  It just was down
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 1   there.
  

 2                 What does re-augmented mean?  Does it mean
  

 3   it gets hollowed out or what does that mean when you do
  

 4   that to the batteries?
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  I'd like to have a better
  

 6   answer for you, Member.
  

 7                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Oh, okay.
  

 8                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So maybe we can follow-up
  

 9   with that answer.
  

10                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  All right.
  

11                 MEMBER FONTES:  Mr. Chairman?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Fontes.
  

13                 MEMBER FONTES:  I'd like to return to the
  

14   core or the benefits to the community and look at the
  

15   benefits as a whole.  Is this project going to pursue
  

16   production tax credits or investor tax credits?
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Probably investment tax
  

18   credits, but it really depends when the project comes
  

19   online.  And, you know, we're already phasing out those,
  

20   so the likelihood of us still being able to obtain those
  

21   is pretty low.
  

22                 MEMBER FONTES:  Is it dependent upon -- is
  

23   the financing dependent upon ITC to make the project
  

24   economics work?
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  No.
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 1                 MEMBER FONTES:  So you would pursue this
  

 2   project if there is no ITC available to you?
  

 3                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.  Correct.
  

 4                 MEMBER FONTES:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, and then -- so I guess
  

 6   just to reiterate, it's -- what's the size of the solar
  

 7   array and size of the battery project?
  

 8                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Chairman Stafford, it's
  

 9   270 megawatts solar, 270 megawatt battery, one-to-one
  

10   ratio.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  And then I
  

12   guess where in the process is there -- are you bidding
  

13   into a RFP from a utility, is that -- where is it in that
  

14   stage of the process?  Because, typically, you're not
  

15   going to just be a -- what do you call it -- a merchant
  

16   power plant where you just sell into the market once you
  

17   build it, you typically can ask for agreement for the
  

18   output, where are you in that process?
  

19                 MEMBER FONTES:  Mr. Chairman, if I may add
  

20   to that.
  

21                 We want to get your timing right, because
  

22   when we draft the CEC and we hopefully go forward with
  

23   you, we want to make sure your timing with the commercial
  

24   side matches, so that's hence the questions about ITC,
  

25   where you're at on your PPA.  We know you may not be able
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 1   to disclose your business confidential information to us,
  

 2   but timing is what I think we're getting at.
  

 3                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  I appreciate that,
  

 4   Chairman Stafford.
  

 5                 So, yes, APS and others do regular RFPs.
  

 6   We consider all opportunities for that, for offtake.
  

 7   Apologies, I forgot the second half of your question.
  

 8                 MEMBER FONTES:  Timing.  When do you
  

 9   anticipate would be a window when you're going to win a
  

10   PPA, and then how does that influence when you would give
  

11   notice to proceed for construction?
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, so currently there
  

13   are open opportunities.  Obviously closing on one of
  

14   those the sooner the better is the goal.  Probably
  

15   targeting approximately a year from now.  And then
  

16   obviously having to get financing after that.
  

17                 MEMBER FONTES:  So --
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So you do have -- do you
  

19   have multiple bids out to multiple RFPs or have you
  

20   been -- obviously, you can't disclose the details of any
  

21   of that.  I'm just saying where are you in the process?
  

22   Have you started doing that or is that a thing you're
  

23   going to do?
  

24                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, I mean, we have an
  

25   origination team that directly engages with customers,
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 1   including utilities, commercial customers, there's --
  

 2   those conversations are ongoing and we've been engaged
  

 3   with utilities and customers for the last few years.  I
  

 4   mean, that's something that we look at initially when
  

 5   we're siting a project, but yeah, those conversations are
  

 6   ongoing.  The opportunities are out there in Arizona with
  

 7   the Arizona utilities.  So, yeah, just looking at
  

 8   submitting competitive bids where we can.
  

 9                 MEMBER FONTES:  We would request that you
  

10   check with your origination team and give us an idea of a
  

11   vintage or a year you're going to bid on, because again,
  

12   we're trying to time the CEC in there, it's going to have
  

13   a hard date.  So we want to time that with your best
  

14   guess based on your origination team and others, inputs
  

15   are that you're going to have notice to proceed.  So,
  

16   again, check that out and come back to us.
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, I mean, there's
  

18   currently an APS RFP open.  They're due early next year.
  

19   They're aiming to have contracts executed by the end of
  

20   next year.  So that's -- I mean, that's publicly
  

21   information that they provide in an annual RFPs that they
  

22   run.
  

23                 MEMBER FONTES:  So that's 2027, would you
  

24   go to construction in 2027 or 2028?
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  We would still stick with
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 1   the same construction schedule that we already have
  

 2   targeted.
  

 3                 MEMBER FONTES:  Very good.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  So I'm going to
  

 5   go out on a limb and assume you have a PPA arranged
  

 6   sometime in '27, '28, before you actually begin
  

 7   construction?  That's typically how these things are
  

 8   done --
  

 9                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- is it not?
  

11                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.  Exactly.  We
  

12   wouldn't move forward without a contract.  It wouldn't --
  

13   it doesn't work.  We wouldn't get financing.  We wouldn't
  

14   have a sense of how much revenue.  Like, the economics
  

15   wouldn't be -- you couldn't just calculate it with
  

16   matching revenue.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

18                 All right.  Mr. Acken.
  

19                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
  

20   Members of the Committee.  That's a good segue.  Now we'd
  

21   like to talk about the gen-tie.
  

22       Q.   So if you would, Sohini, provide an overview of
  

23   the jurisdictional facilities.  I know you have a slide.
  

24   You can also use the map as you see fit for just
  

25   providing that high-level overview to start.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 43

  

 1       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So we're proposing to
  

 2   construct an almost 9-mile 230-kilovolt gen-tie to
  

 3   connect our solar project to the new APS switchyard.  So
  

 4   APS would construct this new switchyard that would
  

 5   connect the -- our gen-tie line to the existing
  

 6   230-kilovolt Saguaro Tat-Momoli Santa Rosa 230-kV line,
  

 7   which, as you can see on the map, is south of our
  

 8   project.  And the entire CEC corridor is in
  

 9   unincorporated Pinal County.
  

10       Q.   Next, I'd like you to describe the siting
  

11   analysis that led you to the current route.  How did you
  

12   determine the route before the committee would be the
  

13   most environmentally compatible?
  

14       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So we reviewed multiple
  

15   options for the gen-tie alignment.  You can see the
  

16   smaller orange line at the bottom of this image on the
  

17   slide is the existing line that we would need to connect
  

18   to, so you know, we did look at kind of going directly
  

19   south, but that would have resulted in more environmental
  

20   and cultural resource impacts, would have required
  

21   federal land permitting, which you can see is the yellow
  

22   portion on this map, and involved a lot more landowners.
  

23            So the orange line on this slide is where you
  

24   can see that we ended up selecting this line based on,
  

25   you know, a lot of diligence that was done to determine
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 1   that this was the correct and best way to go.
  

 2       Q.   Next, describe the route requested corridor and
  

 3   right-of-way?
  

 4       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) So the line will be
  

 5   approximately nine miles in length, the right-of-way
  

 6   width itself is 150 feet, and we're today requesting up
  

 7   to a thousand-foot-wide transmission corridor.  It is
  

 8   narrower in some portions that we've refined since we
  

 9   submitted the application and the crossings include 6.8
  

10   linear miles on ASLD land and 2.1 linear miles on private
  

11   land.  So we've avoided federal land and sensitive
  

12   biological and cultural resources, while minimizing the
  

13   length of the route.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Say that again about the
  

15   private land.
  

16                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So of the gen-tie line,
  

17   6.8 miles is on Arizona State Land and 2.1 linear miles
  

18   is on private land.  So we have easements --
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  2.1 what?  I keep hearing
  

20   like 2.1 million miles.
  

21                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Linear.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Linear, okay.  I was, like,
  

23   say again.  Okay.  Linear miles.  That was the word that
  

24   I wasn't catching.  Thank you.
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Linear miles.
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 1                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Mr. Chair?
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member DiCiccio.
  

 3                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Quick question on that.
  

 4   So the reason for the thousand-foot area that you're
  

 5   requesting, does it put you into other private land,
  

 6   other private owners, or is it all the same owner?
  

 7                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Exactly.  We haven't
  

 8   included any land that's not already -- we don't already
  

 9   have agreements with the private landowner or it's also
  

10   ASLD.  So no new landowners.
  

11                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Are they separate?
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMI:  (No audible response.)
  

13                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Okay.  So this is the
  

14   same landowner under the thousand-foot area, correct?
  

15                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

16                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  And so why do you want
  

17   the larger area, then?  Usually someone would do
  

18   something like that in order to be able to competitively,
  

19   you know, bid for money, or costs, I should say, on your
  

20   end.  So why would you want that thousand foot?  I'm good
  

21   with it, I just wanted a logic.
  

22   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

23       Q.   Sohini, if you may -- if I may, when you answer
  

24   that question, I think it's a perfect segue into the next
  

25   slide, which presents the original corridor and that
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 1   narrow corridor on -- primarily on private land.  So a
  

 2   little bit on state lands.  So when you address Member
  

 3   DiCiccio's question, I think it might be helpful to speak
  

 4   to why did you narrow the corridor?
  

 5       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Uh-huh.  Thank you, Member
  

 6   DiCiccio.
  

 7            So, as Bert mentioned, we initially had a
  

 8   thousand-foot corridor for the whole length of the
  

 9   transmission line, but as we've progressed we've been
  

10   able to refine that more.  So I think that just speaks to
  

11   having some flexibility until we really know the exact
  

12   location and where it's going to sit.
  

13                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Okay.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, I'm just trying
  

17   to determine the -- on the north end -- you sent us a map
  

18   in the exhibit or in the Notice of Hearing Exhibit A,
  

19   along Curtis Road, is that in the Eloy -- the City of
  

20   Eloy's P&Z area for -- for annexation?
  

21                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  No, it's not.
  

22                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So none of the project
  

23   will ever be within the annexation of Eloy?
  

24                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Not under their current
  

25   immediate plans.
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 1                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

 2   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 3       Q.   Sohini, is there anything else you would like to
  

 4   mention with respect to the narrow corridor or does that
  

 5   address the questions?
  

 6       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) I think it's addressed, unless
  

 7   there are any additional questions.
  

 8       Q.   Next, I'd like you to talk about the proposed
  

 9   switchyard location.  We are seeking authority for the
  

10   jurisdictional switchyard, so I wanted to mention that
  

11   specifically as well.
  

12       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yeah.  So the switchyard
  

13   siting area we're requesting is 230 acres, which is
  

14   entirely on State Land.  The switchyard itself will
  

15   occupy approximately 20 acres, so sort of similarly to
  

16   the corridor, this just gives us a bit more flexibility.
  

17   It's on the APS line.  They're the ones going to be doing
  

18   the construction of the switchyard.  So it just allows us
  

19   and them to make sure we're siting and have the
  

20   flexibility to site the switchyard where it makes the
  

21   most sense at that time.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So APS is going to
  

23   construct the switchyard?
  

24                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And then is the applicant
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 1   paying for the construction of the switchyard?
  

 2                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Network upgrades and
  

 3   things like that are included as part of the
  

 4   interconnection agreement.  Those are refundable.
  

 5            CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  So is that a yes, then?
  

 6            MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

 7            CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  That's what I thought
  

 8   then, okay.
  

 9                 Mr. Acken.
  

10                 MR. ACKEN:  Chairman Stafford, like Member
  

11   DiCiccio, I feel like you are a page ahead of us on our
  

12   presentation.
  

13       Q.   So, Sohini, if you would talk about the costs
  

14   and I think you answered it directly but confirm that,
  

15   yes, the applicant will pay for necessary upgrades?
  

16       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.  Yes.  So, yeah, just to
  

17   talk in a little bit more detail about the costs.  So we
  

18   will pay for the switchyard.  That's currently another
  

19   applicant that is sharing that POI, so that, the total
  

20   cost of that $32 million will be split between us and the
  

21   other project.  There's also the installation of the line
  

22   drop into the switchyard, which is an additional three
  

23   million and then our approximate costs of the equipment
  

24   and construction of the gen-tie itself is around
  

25   $12 million.
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 1                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

 3                 MEMBER MERCER:  I just want some
  

 4   clarification.  So you will pay for the construction; APS
  

 5   will build it?
  

 6                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

 7                 MEMBER MERCER:  But who will own it?
  

 8                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  APS.
  

 9                 MEMBER MERCER:  APS.  Okay.  So just be
  

10   nice to APS.
  

11                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Without the intent of
  

14   getting into proprietary information, it was confusing to
  

15   me that you started out with a proposed 1,000-foot
  

16   corridor, we kind of plowed that ground before, and then
  

17   you come down to a smaller size as the engineering got
  

18   closer to construction.  So my question evolves to
  

19   whatever is left of the corridor other than the actual
  

20   hard foot right-of-way, is that going to be exclusive,
  

21   that is, would you have the capability, then, of
  

22   preventing a competitor of using the unused portion of
  

23   the corridor?
  

24                 MR. ACKEN:  So, Member Kryder, I'm going to
  

25   answer that from the legal standpoint first.  And Sohini,
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 1   to the extent that she can, can talk about land positions
  

 2   and what they've acquired.
  

 3                 A corridor is never exclusive.  In fact, I
  

 4   believe we have a standard condition to that effect so
  

 5   that other entities can use the corridor for other
  

 6   projects.  So, from a legal standpoint, what approvals
  

 7   you grant will not give this applicant any right to block
  

 8   anyone.
  

 9                 Also, consistent with Sohini's testimony,
  

10   they're sharing the cost of this switchyard.  I don't
  

11   think it's in their self-interest to block anyone who is
  

12   going to share in those costs from accessing.
  

13       Q.   But as far as the specific rights-of-way, it may
  

14   be confidential, Sohini, but if there is anything you can
  

15   speak to with respect to are you seeking authority for
  

16   the entire corridor in the right-of-way, or just the
  

17   specific right-of-way from these landowners and State
  

18   Land?
  

19       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yeah, so the specific
  

20   right-of-way agreements we have with the private
  

21   landowners and with Arizona State Land is much smaller
  

22   than that thousand foot.  I don't -- I don't believe we
  

23   would have the ability outside of that to prevent any
  

24   other projects from coming in.
  

25                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much.  And
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 1   thank you, Mr. Acken, for your portion of this.  That's
  

 2   real critical to this committee that this doesn't get
  

 3   into a blocking campaign.
  

 4                 Being old enough to recall when the TVA
  

 5   moved into rural areas of America in the '30s, that
  

 6   became a part of the game.  People would rush out and
  

 7   plant their poles, even though they were clear out in the
  

 8   middle of a farmer's field, because they could then
  

 9   capture the right to present power to anybody who came
  

10   along, so whoever could plant the poles the fastest kind
  

11   of had the opportunity to build their lines following
  

12   that.
  

13                 And I wanted to make sure and I appreciate
  

14   both the comment by you, Mr. Acken and you Ms. -- I'm
  

15   going to call you "ma'am" -- thank you very much for the
  

16   information.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And, Mr. Acken, I believe
  

18   the application requests a hundred -- is it 150-foot
  

19   final right-of-way?
  

20                 MR. ACKEN:  That's correct.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then how much
  

22   are you able to share about the other participants in the
  

23   switchyard?  I figure there had to be more than one
  

24   interconnection, otherwise, you could just do a spur line
  

25   onto it.  So I figured there's going to be at least two
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 1   connections to align at this point, hence the switchyard.
  

 2   Is this a -- the other project that would share, is that
  

 3   something that has already come before this committee or
  

 4   is it going to come before the committee in the future or
  

 5   it's a shorter line that would not be jurisdictional for
  

 6   this committee?
  

 7                 MR. ACKEN:  I don't know the answer to that
  

 8   question, Chairman Stafford; it's not one of my projects.
  

 9   I'm familiar with it from what I learned here and reading
  

10   the system impact studies.  But all I know about it is
  

11   it's queue position number and megawatts.  You know, you
  

12   can ask the applicant if they have more insight.  I'm not
  

13   sure they do other than that.  This is what we -- this is
  

14   part of that system interconnect process.
  

15                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yup, thank you, Chairman.
  

16   Just adding onto what Bert said, we -- it's just a number
  

17   in our same study, so it's on the same timeline.  We
  

18   don't know exactly where that project is located, so that
  

19   gen-tie could be longer.  That gen-tie could be shorter.
  

20   We don't have access to that information, it's --
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But the queue position
  

22   number and the size are both public, correct?
  

23                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Can you provide those,
  

25   please?
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 1                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  I will need to pull that
  

 2   up.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And then once you do that I
  

 4   believe Member Little has a question.
  

 5                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

 6   Should I ask it now or wait until she's able to locate
  

 7   that information?
  

 8                 MR. ACKEN:  Mr. Chairman, Member Little, if
  

 9   you could wait and let her get the first answer.  I want
  

10   to follow up, take that opportunity to follow up on
  

11   Member Kryder's point about other applicants potentially
  

12   blocking.  That's happened in Arizona.  And so, you know,
  

13   for those of us that have been around a while, we've seen
  

14   it.  It hasn't been one of my applicants.  And I strongly
  

15   selfishly personally encourage you to be vigilant against
  

16   that.  So thank you.  I'm glad you're paying attention.
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So, for the record, it's
  

18   queue position number Q388.  And the size of the project
  

19   is 323 solar and 162 BESS.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  This -- the queue number is
  

21   Q388, you said?
  

22                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Q388.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And then it's 232 of solar
  

24   and then 232 of storage?
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  323 solar, 162 storage.
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 1                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Can I ask, and you may have
  

 4   answered this already.  If you have, I apologize.  What
  

 5   is your queue number?
  

 6                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.  Thank you, Member
  

 7   Little.  Our queue number is Q392.
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  And my second
  

 9   question is this, so if you do not know who the second
  

10   applicant is, and you -- but you do know that the cost of
  

11   the switchyard would be shared with them, am I correct in
  

12   assuming that that cost share will be negotiated,
  

13   determined, collected, whatever, by APS?
  

14                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  It's -- yes, it's already
  

15   been outlined in the studies we've received.  If that
  

16   project doesn't move forward, I think that would be
  

17   reassessed.  I'm not -- it's not necessarily true that we
  

18   would -- we would have that hold cost, because the
  

19   switchyard design might change, so then the cost might
  

20   change if it's only --
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And then if it's just your
  

22   project interconnecting you may not even need the
  

23   switchyard, you could do the -- tie into the single line,
  

24   correct?
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  We would still need the
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 1   switchyard.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You would still need the
  

 3   switchyard?  The requirements for that switchyard
  

 4   wouldn't be significantly different if there's just one
  

 5   line tying into as opposed to two.
  

 6                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  It's possible, but I
  

 7   mean, this is also an APS decision about how much they
  

 8   want to build the substation in order to take projects in
  

 9   the future to that same POI.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

11                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

13                 MEMBER LITTLE:  So am I hearing that your
  

14   project is willing to absorb the costs of the switchyard,
  

15   regardless of whether it is a portion of a switchyard
  

16   designed for more than one interconnect or whether it is
  

17   the entire cost if it is only designed for your
  

18   interconnect; is that correct?
  

19                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes, I mean, when
  

20   we're -- you know, modeling out our project, we typically
  

21   take the costs as we have them.  But we might have
  

22   some -- an additional contingency in there, in case those
  

23   costs change, because they are estimates at this time
  

24   from APS, so there's a potential that they could be
  

25   slightly different in the future.
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 1                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  Chairman Stafford, Member
  

 3   Little, if I could follow up on that.
  

 4       Q.   The estimate that you are providing of cost,
  

 5   that's based on APS studies done to date; is that
  

 6   correct?
  

 7       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

 8       Q.   And that's based on APS studies conducted to
  

 9   date that assume a second project will interconnect; is
  

10   that correct?
  

11       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

12       Q.   And if some of those assumptions change, APS may
  

13   come up with a different interconnection plan with
  

14   different costs; is that correct?
  

15       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.  There will likely be a
  

16   restudy if there's significant change to the participants
  

17   in the cluster.
  

18       Q.   Okay.  And as a result of that interconnection
  

19   study process that APS conducts, at the end of the day
  

20   whatever costs are allocated to this project, you will be
  

21   responsible for them pursuant to a Large Generator
  

22   Interconnection Agreement; is that correct?
  

23       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

24       Q.   Okay.  Thank you.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you, Mr. Acken.
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 1   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 2       Q.   Next, I want you to talk about the tower
  

 3   structures that you anticipate using.
  

 4       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.  So the line will
  

 5   primarily be the monopole structure, which is standard
  

 6   for this voltage class and minimize land disturbance.  At
  

 7   both the point of interconnection at the substation or
  

 8   the switchyard and the project collector substation, the
  

 9   line it will transition into the H-frame, which is the
  

10   image you see on the right, the H-frame dead-end
  

11   structure to connect the transmission line to the
  

12   substation equipment on either end of the transmission
  

13   line.
  

14            We don't anticipate needing a lattice structure,
  

15   although one could be required if it's in a specific
  

16   location if, you know, once we refine civil engineering
  

17   design, it may come up then.  But, typically, those are
  

18   older and take up more space, so -- and the anticipated
  

19   height of these structures is approximately 100 feet, but
  

20   can potentially go up to 199 feet.  All structures would
  

21   meet required electrical clearances and utility
  

22   standards.
  

23       Q.   Thank you.
  

24            We've talked about the development schedule a
  

25   couple times, but I believe you've got a visual on slide
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 1   22, so I'd like you to provide a few more details on what
  

 2   you know today.
  

 3       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

 4            So starting with the CEC process itself, we had
  

 5   the public open house on September 9th, and the prefiling
  

 6   conference for this application on October 20th,
  

 7   submitted the application October 24th, and, you know,
  

 8   we're here today December -- December 8th, to be in front
  

 9   of this committee.  And estimating ACC approval, if we
  

10   get there, into next year.
  

11            Generally for the project, I mentioned start of
  

12   construction October of 2028, with commercial operation
  

13   by April 2030.  Just to talk about the concurring ASLD
  

14   application, we submitted that in July of this year and
  

15   we are hoping to have that grant issued by April of next
  

16   year.  So it's an estimate.  We're currently still in
  

17   that process with ASLD.
  

18       Q.   Thank you.
  

19            Next, I'd like you to go into a little bit more
  

20   detail about the status of the interconnection process
  

21   and APS studies conducted to date.
  

22       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yeah.
  

23            So Cypress Creek submitted an interconnection
  

24   request to APS in 2021 and so far APS has completed the
  

25   System Impact Study and the Phase 2 study.  We've now
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 1   executed the Facility Study agreement on Friday,
  

 2   actually, the deadline was today.  So we're currently
  

 3   expecting to execute a Large Generator Interconnection
  

 4   Agreement with APS by the middle of 2026.  It's an
  

 5   estimate, depending on how long the studies take from
  

 6   APS.
  

 7       Q.   And has Commission Staff had an opportunity to
  

 8   review the studies conducted to date?
  

 9       A.   (Ms HATHIRAMANI) Yes.  So Staff has reviewed the
  

10   studies we provided, which was the Phase 1 System Impact
  

11   Study and the Phase 2 study, and they've provided a
  

12   letter, which we have an excerpt from that, which
  

13   confirms that Staff believes that this project could
  

14   improve reliability and safety of the grid and delivery
  

15   of power in Arizona.
  

16       Q.   And is a copy of that full letter marked for
  

17   identification as CC-9?
  

18       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) (No audible response.)
  

19       Q.   Can you confirm?
  

20       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.  Sorry.
  

21       Q.   Thank you.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little, you have a
  

23   question?
  

24                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes, I do.  Thank you,
  

25   Mr. Chairman.
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 1                 I'm wondering if the letter mentioned
  

 2   needed upgrades, system upgrades.  Can you tell me a
  

 3   little bit about, if you know, what those system upgrades
  

 4   are and -- and tell me for sure that the company is
  

 5   willing to do what's necessary in order to interconnect
  

 6   with APS, according to what their needs are.
  

 7                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member Little.
  

 8                 The network upgrades that have been
  

 9   identified were for the cluster, so there's -- I think
  

10   that number might be six projects in the cluster, so
  

11   these -- the general upgrades are required to bring all
  

12   these projects online.  And there's -- there's a couple
  

13   of new larger transmission lines that are required to
  

14   bring those projects online.  And as part of signing a
  

15   LGIA with APS, we would be committing to paying for our
  

16   allocated portion of those upgrades.
  

17                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

19                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I just want to talk a
  

20   little bit about supply chain and because of the number
  

21   of hearings that we've been involved with in the past few
  

22   months, there's going to be a lot of construction in
  

23   Arizona in 2028 and 2029.  How is your supply chain for
  

24   poles and wires and so on?  Do you have adequate supply
  

25   to do the project, considering everything else that's
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 1   going to be going on here?
  

 2                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member.
  

 3                 So as we kind of gave an overview of the
  

 4   company, we -- we're developing projects everywhere, so
  

 5   we do have a robust supply chain.  Things change in,
  

 6   like, where we're procuring things will evolve, there's
  

 7   been a shift to wanting to procure more domestically,
  

 8   generally, with these projects, but it will depend where
  

 9   the equipment is available at the time, but we've
  

10   successfully built many projects and so we definitely
  

11   have the ability to procure what's needed for our
  

12   projects.
  

13                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I just want to make sure
  

14   I heard what you said.  You're going to look at securing
  

15   domestically or you already have domestic suppliers for
  

16   that?
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, so this is also, I
  

18   guess, including the solar and battery portion as well,
  

19   we're generally looking at domestic, but not everything
  

20   is available here yet, but just considering both options.
  

21                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

22                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

24                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Just a bit of a follow-up
  

25   there.  I believe Member Comstock's statement about
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 1   supply chain of poles and et cetera, et cetera, and we've
  

 2   heard the same questions addressed and answered in other
  

 3   hearings, but I've not heard anyone speak about the issue
  

 4   of labor.  And in talking with, recently, an acquaintance
  

 5   who is in the -- whose business is setting the poles, do
  

 6   you have your own labor force to do this or will you be
  

 7   looking for contractors to do it?  If you're looking for
  

 8   contractors, you may find they're as short as it is to
  

 9   find new poles and et cetera, et cetera.  Talk around
  

10   that a little bit as to how your company might address
  

11   the issue of available labor to do the installation work
  

12   that you have given us the timeline on.
  

13                 Thank you.
  

14                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member Kryder.
  

15                 Yes, correct.  We would contract externally
  

16   with an EPC to do construction.  And they would -- they
  

17   would help find the labor for the project.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And do you have any -- any
  

19   way of assuring yourself that you will have a labor
  

20   contractor available to do that.  When the labor gets
  

21   tight, it's a fairly limited skill-set, not skill-set,
  

22   limited set of personnel who can do this and who have the
  

23   equipment to do it and such, and according to my
  

24   acquaintance who is in that business, it's stretched
  

25   pretty tightly, a rubber band stretched pretty tightly
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 1   might be the analogy.
  

 2                 And if all of the construction that
  

 3   Member -- was talking -- Comstock was talking about on
  

 4   the material supply chain is going to be thrown into
  

 5   this, I simply would ask that you consider seriously
  

 6   whether your timelines are realistic or are they magic?
  

 7                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah, so we work
  

 8   with -- we have multiple partners that we work with
  

 9   across the country for EPC so if one entity does not have
  

10   labor available at the time that is obviously part of our
  

11   decision factor, and our construction is three years from
  

12   now, there might be more skilling of the specific type of
  

13   labor in that period of time.  We still have another
  

14   three years.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

16                 MS. HYRE:  And I can also speak to that our
  

17   internal preconstruction team, we belong to industry
  

18   partnerships in which we keep current of those type of
  

19   scenarios so that way we have the opportunity to remain
  

20   abreast of those opportunities in the marketplace, so
  

21   that that way we aren't blindsided and we are thinking
  

22   proactively to address those types of potential
  

23   shortages.
  

24                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much for
  

25   that.  Because in addition to availability of labor, as
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 1   the available labor gets saturated, the price of
  

 2   obtaining it goes exponential.  And so your budgeting
  

 3   costs are going to look exciting when that happens.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 5                 Circle back real quick to the network
  

 6   upgrades.  So you had your -- you're in the same cluster
  

 7   as the queue position 388, which is the other project
  

 8   that will tie into this switchyard you're going to build?
  

 9                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Correct.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  As of this point
  

11   that's the only other project tying into the switchyard
  

12   you're going to build for this project, correct?
  

13                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Correct.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You said there's
  

15   approximately six projects in total in that cluster?
  

16                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Correction, there is
  

17   seven.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  You plus six, then?
  

19                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And you said that
  

21   several network upgrades are going to be required for
  

22   that cluster, including other transmission lines; is that
  

23   what you said?
  

24                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  What other -- can
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 1   you elaborate on that more what they're talking about,
  

 2   what's going to have to be built?
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  Mr. Chairman, I might jump in
  

 4   and maybe we can run this to ground on a break about how
  

 5   far we can go with an explanation.  When we provide the
  

 6   System Impact Studies to Commission Staff for review, we
  

 7   do so pursuant to protective agreements because it
  

 8   contains CEII.  And so some of this information about
  

 9   potential upgrades is sensitive information.  And so I'd
  

10   like to run that to ground as to what we -- what's
  

11   appropriate for us to disclose publicly and what can't
  

12   be, because of the security considerations.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  Some of that is
  

14   going to be I think from prior experience what I've seen
  

15   is more general in nature.  For example, I seem to recall
  

16   a case where we had a cluster study that was underway and
  

17   was going to require, you know, $500 million worth of new
  

18   500-kV line construction to support the network upgrades
  

19   required for that cluster.  So I'm just trying to get a
  

20   ballpark of what we're looking at.  And then the other
  

21   thing too is that, you know, this cluster assumes that
  

22   network upgrades are provided by the prior cluster,
  

23   correct?  At least certainly the way I understand it,
  

24   APS, their clusters are broken out geographically, so if
  

25   you're trying to tie into Delaney, you're looking at
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 1   something different than if you're trying to tie into
  

 2   Cholla, for example.
  

 3                 So is there any more detail that you can
  

 4   provide on that that's not -- you know, like, big
  

 5   picture, because I'm trying to get a handle on what's
  

 6   going to be required, because some of these are going to
  

 7   create problems where the project itself is not going
  

 8   to -- I'm not saying this one in particular, we're going
  

 9   to get to some point where an individual project may
  

10   decide not to proceed because the network upgrade costs
  

11   are too great.
  

12                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Right.
  

13                 MR. ACKEN:  I understand the question.  And
  

14   we can provide that level of detail after a break when
  

15   we'll -- we'll come back prepared to address that.  Just
  

16   for the record, this is the south of Phoenix cluster, and
  

17   so when you -- when you hear a discussion about this
  

18   cluster study that's what we're referring to.  It's one I
  

19   haven't brought before the committee, before an APS south
  

20   of Phoenix cluster study, as opposed to, like, Cholla,
  

21   which you guys are very familiar with, and West Valley,
  

22   but yes, we'll be in a position and be prepared to
  

23   provide some additional context after a break.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Excellent.  Well, I
  

25   think that's kind of a nice segue, because I think up
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 1   next we have the virtual tour.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes.  Yes, virtual tour is
  

 3   next, I think -- I have one more question for Sohini, but
  

 4   I want her to answer these questions first and then I'll
  

 5   finish up with that before we hop into the virtual tour.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Did you want to ask any
  

 7   other questions before we take our break or --
  

 8                 MR. ACKEN:  Not for now.  Now would be a
  

 9   good time.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's take an
  

11   approximately 10- to 15-minute recess, and we'll come
  

12   back and get the answers to our questions and then do the
  

13   virtual tour.
  

14                 We stand in recess.
  

15                 (Recessed from 11:29 a.m. until 11:42 a.m.)
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

17   record.
  

18                 Mr. Acken, I believe you were going to
  

19   answer some follow-up questions and then proceed to the
  

20   virtual tour.
  

21                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes, thank you.  And you can
  

22   leave the virtual tour on the screen because we will
  

23   shift to that in a minute or three.  But I did want to
  

24   follow up on some questions from Chairman Stafford
  

25   regarding the System Impact Studies and cost allocation.
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 1       Q.   And, Sohini, you heard the questions; is that
  

 2   correct?
  

 3       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

 4       Q.   And did you have a chance at the break to run
  

 5   some numbers to ground?
  

 6       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

 7       Q.   So with that in mind, can you provide the
  

 8   committee with some additional context as to that scale
  

 9   of potential network upgrades in the south of Phoenix
  

10   cluster?
  

11       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

12            Chairman Stafford, just to provide a little bit
  

13   more information, so most of the network upgrade costs
  

14   are pertaining to two high-voltage lines that are
  

15   required, again, to bring all of the projects in the
  

16   cluster online, the cost of which is a few hundred
  

17   million dollars, as you've said, the cost of high-voltage
  

18   lines is high.
  

19            The cost allocation is based on size of project,
  

20   so it's allocated on a per megawatt basis, and that's
  

21   kind of how the allocation is done.  The projects that
  

22   remain in our cluster will likely change, especially
  

23   given the fact that prior to executing an interconnection
  

24   agreement with APS, you're required to put up a
  

25   significant financial obligation.  So that will be sort
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 1   of the gating factor for a lot of the projects that, for
  

 2   example, don't have a lot of the derisking done for their
  

 3   projects, so permitting or having a customer, I think it
  

 4   will be difficult for companies and projects to make that
  

 5   obligation when they haven't derisked their projects or
  

 6   those very important pieces of moving a project forward.
  

 7            So as projects drop, APS will restudy, if
  

 8   necessary, and reevaluate what the costs will be to bring
  

 9   online the projects that have stayed in the queue and
  

10   continue to move forward.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So if other projects from
  

12   the same queue drop out, that would decrease the
  

13   proportion share for those that remain in, right?
  

14                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  It's difficult to say,
  

15   because if there is a certain amount of projects that
  

16   drop, some of those network upgrades may not be required
  

17   anymore because you're looking at a smaller subset of
  

18   those projects.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And that applies to
  

20   the prior cluster, doesn't it?  The network upgrades for
  

21   your cluster, do they not assume that the network
  

22   upgrades from the prior cluster would happen?
  

23                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  There is some contingent
  

24   facilities, but again, not sure exactly how much
  

25   information we're able to share on that.
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 1                 MR. ACKEN:  Maybe if I could follow up on
  

 2   that.
  

 3       Q.   I'm not sure there was a prior cluster because
  

 4   we're entering this new world with cluster study, but is
  

 5   it correct that the APS studies have to assume that any
  

 6   project earlier in the queue would be constructed and
  

 7   taken into account in the studies done for your cluster;
  

 8   is that correct?
  

 9       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

10       Q.   And is it also correct that not all of those
  

11   projects that are earlier in the queue will be
  

12   constructed; is that correct?
  

13       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

14       Q.   And I think I heard you say that when you take
  

15   away assumptions about prior queue projects or concurrent
  

16   cluster projects actually being constructed, it will
  

17   change APS's assumptions and expectations about what
  

18   network upgrades are required?
  

19       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

20       Q.   And is that a typical process that you see for
  

21   APS and other utilities?
  

22       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.  That's the way that, for
  

23   example, it works in Nevada as well.  You know, the
  

24   process can end up being longer just because if there's
  

25   restudies, if projects drop out, we're getting closer to
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 1   when we would reach the end of this process, so the
  

 2   timeline is not so much of a question here, it's more
  

 3   just how many projects will be able to put up those
  

 4   financial requirements.
  

 5       Q.   And APS will estimate your cost in the Large
  

 6   Generator Interconnection Agreement based upon projects
  

 7   that have actually put forth bonds to move forward in the
  

 8   development process; is that correct?
  

 9       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then so, I guess
  

11   to follow up a little bit on that, so for the mitigations
  

12   required for this cluster, you -- can you say how -- what
  

13   voltage and how many miles of transmission lines would be
  

14   required?
  

15                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  They are two 500 megawatt
  

16   transmission lines.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  About what length?
  

18                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  I will have to check
  

19   that.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Because I think
  

21   that's come up in other ones before, too, that had to
  

22   build X miles of 500-kV.  I guess we'll be seeing those
  

23   applications at some point.
  

24                 MR. ACKEN:  I think you will.  And what I
  

25   see in the System Impact Studies that I've reviewed is a
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 1   mix of new build, rebuild, increasing voltage, you know,
  

 2   it's an across-the-board approach to looking at ways to
  

 3   strengthen the grid for the projects that come online.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 5                 Member Little, you have a question?
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes, thank you,
  

 7   Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 If the cost to you in the end turns out to
  

 9   be -- exceed what makes the project economic for you,
  

10   would you just not build?
  

11                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  At the time of signing
  

12   the interconnection agreement, those costs should be
  

13   pretty clear.  So that's not -- we're not estimating that
  

14   to be too far in the future from now having that
  

15   certainty.  And then we would build those costs into our
  

16   modeling and any agreements that we sign with the
  

17   customer.
  

18                 MEMBER LITTLE:  And -- but I guess what I'm
  

19   saying is would this potentially be a reason for you to
  

20   abandon the project?
  

21                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Prior to signing an
  

22   agreement with a customer, yes.  But if we've -- if we
  

23   have a customer that we've signed an agreement with, then
  

24   no.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, because you're going
  

 2   to want to have some kind of agreement for the offtake of
  

 3   the power prior to executing the Large Generator
  

 4   Interconnection Agreement, right?
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  They sort of work in
  

 6   tandem, ideally.  It's, like, you know what your costs
  

 7   are when you're signing an agreement with a customer, but
  

 8   then also having that offtake agreement also gives you
  

 9   the certainty to put money up to move forward into the
  

10   interconnection process.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So I guess you're
  

12   going to have to know what those network upgrade costs
  

13   are or have a pretty good idea to bake them into your
  

14   price for your offtake agreement, because no one's going
  

15   to enter an offtake agreement when the price of the power
  

16   is X and then turn out that, oh, based on these network
  

17   upgrades, we're going to lose money on the deal.  Because
  

18   if you can't make -- if you lose money on every
  

19   transaction, you can't make it up in volume, so --
  

20                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.  No, that's
  

21   correct.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But I guess all those --
  

23   the details are going to be confidential until
  

24   it's -- well, they'll be confidential.  But I think what
  

25   we've done in a lot of these cases we have the applicant
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 1   submit the Large Generator Interconnection Agreement to
  

 2   Staff at the time when it's -- shortly after its executed
  

 3   so that way they know what the network upgrades are going
  

 4   to be and they can look at that and see its impact on the
  

 5   system, but we'll get to that when we get to the
  

 6   conditions.
  

 7                 So thank you.
  

 8                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Uh-huh.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Acken, you ready for
  

10   the virtual tour?
  

11                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.  One final question,
  

12   I hope to put a bow on it.  All of these questions about
  

13   the interconnection are really related to the
  

14   Commission's charge, which is to weigh environmental
  

15   effects -- the desire to minimize environmental effects
  

16   with a need for an adequate, economic, and reliable
  

17   source of power.
  

18       Q.   So with that framework in mind, what are your
  

19   thoughts on how this project meets those needs?
  

20       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes, thank you.
  

21            So this project will add new generation and
  

22   battery storage to APS's system, adding generation
  

23   generally improves reliability by giving utilities more
  

24   options to meet customer demand, as well as balancing
  

25   supply and demand.  Any network upgrades, which we've
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 1   talked about, identified through the study are -- you
  

 2   know, they'll ultimately strengthen APS's system, adding
  

 3   new lines and things like that.  That's specifically
  

 4   designed to maintain reliability and to accommodate this
  

 5   project and others in the cluster.
  

 6            The battery portion will also enhance
  

 7   reliability by providing short-term backup and supplying
  

 8   dispatchable energy during peak periods.  Additionally to
  

 9   that, where we cross State Land there will be payments
  

10   made for those.  Those are still TBD based on the final
  

11   right-of-way grant, but that's just an additional
  

12   contribution of this project.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant?
  

14                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

15                 Just a question, if you can answer this
  

16   one.  I've noticed the projects -- solar projects tend to
  

17   have increasing amounts of BESS associated with the
  

18   projects up to the level of the megawatt capacity and for
  

19   output of the solar project.  Is that a reliability issue
  

20   or a cash flow issue or both?
  

21                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member Fant.
  

22                 Are you asking why it's typically the same
  

23   size, the solar and the battery storage?
  

24                 MEMBER FANT:  Yes.  A few years back you'd
  

25   see 2 megawatts output solar for one backup BESS, 1
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 1   megawatt of BESS.  And I've noticed that the BESS has
  

 2   increased on a continual basis to where most projects now
  

 3   have equivalent BESS with solar output, and I was curious
  

 4   for the rationale --
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.
  

 6                 MEMBER FANT:  -- for that purpose.
  

 7                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  No, that's correct.  And,
  

 8   typically, it HAS to do with the utility preference so
  

 9   from utilities like APS we've gotten feedback that that
  

10   ratio is what makes more sense for them.
  

11   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

12       Q.   Okay.  Thank you.  We'll give Sohini's voice a
  

13   break, and we'll turn it over to Brian now for the
  

14   virtual tour.
  

15       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Thank you, Mr. Acken.
  

16            The flyover is typical, the kind you're used to
  

17   seeing.  We're going to start well east of the project
  

18   out here.  Just to set the context for the flyover.  You
  

19   see the existing WAPA substation and 230-kV line towards
  

20   the southeast of the proposed solar and BESS project,
  

21   which is shown shaded here over existing ag land.  We're
  

22   following Curtis Road, an existing 230-kV line on the
  

23   north side of Curtis Road.  Again, traveling west.  You
  

24   see ag land dominates the local landscape here.
  

25            At the southwest corner of the proposed solar
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 1   facility at the corner of Curtis and Tweedy Road, we have
  

 2   the proposed nonjurisdictional substation, and at the
  

 3   west side and across Curtis Road in the dark blue we're
  

 4   showing the revised requested transmission corridor for
  

 5   the CEC.
  

 6            And now we're starting to see the simulated line
  

 7   on the -- next to the existing line.  The simulated line
  

 8   on the south side, existing line on the north side.  This
  

 9   is --
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That's a WAPA 230-kV, you
  

11   said?
  

12                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  The existing substation.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And there's an existing
  

14   line on this --
  

15                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Oh, you're asking if the
  

16   existing line is WAPA?
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Uh-huh.
  

18                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I'll defer to my panel
  

19   mates for that.
  

20                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So which line are we
  

21   referring to?
  

22                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  We've got -- we have a
  

23   230-kV line on the north side of Curtis Road.
  

24                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.  Yes, that's a WAPA
  

25   line.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 2                 MEMBER FONTES:  Are we crossing that line
  

 3   or interconnecting?
  

 4                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  We'll be crossing that
  

 5   line at the -- exactly -- exactly right where Brian is
  

 6   showing on the screen we'll be crossing that line.  We
  

 7   don't currently have a crossing agreement with them, we
  

 8   have to submit that to them.  But I've -- we've had some
  

 9   initial engagement to discuss with them sort of, like,
  

10   the angular factor and whether it needs to be 90 degrees
  

11   or if diagonal works.  So we've had some initial
  

12   conversations.  We need to actually submit a request with
  

13   them, but that's the only portion where we cross.
  

14                 MEMBER FONTES:  Is the POI, the point of
  

15   interconnect, in the WAPA -- in that substation WAPA
  

16   land, federal land?
  

17                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Where the WAPA substation
  

18   is, I think that is federal land, yes.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So that's to the west --
  

20   no, to the east of this project, so I can clarify what
  

21   we're looking at here.  The tour started out east of
  

22   where the facility would be located at an existing WAPA
  

23   station that feeds that existing 230 line that you would
  

24   not be connecting to at all?
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

 2                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Correct.
  

 3                 MEMBER FONTES:  So we're not connecting
  

 4   into WAPA, we're just crossing their --
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  230-kV --
  

 6                 MEMBER FONTES:  -- 230-kV, and it's just a
  

 7   point of reference on the map.  But where we're starting
  

 8   is at the new APS substation, which is nonjurisdictional
  

 9   on the map.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, this project is a
  

11   project substation, I believe.  And it will terminate
  

12   with the switchyard at the APS -- the APS -- a new APS
  

13   switchyard on their existing line.  But I'm just -- so
  

14   I'm just looking at -- we're looking at an existing WAPA
  

15   line going down one side of the road, and then this new
  

16   230-kV line will be on the opposite side of the road.
  

17                 MEMBER FONTES:  What's the size of the WAPA
  

18   line?
  

19                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  230-kV.
  

20                 MEMBER FONTES:  Okay.
  

21                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

23                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  What's the height of the
  

24   poles on the WAPA line?
  

25                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Member, I don't actually
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 1   know what the height of the WAPA lines are, but --
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And do you know under
  

 3   construct would you be going over or under them?
  

 4                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  That would depend on the
  

 5   design that we -- on the crossing agreement that we have
  

 6   with WAPA.
  

 7                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And the CEC is going to
  

 8   request a 199-foot maximum?
  

 9                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

10                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Typically, 230-kV lines
  

12   are, what, 100, 120 feet tall?
  

13                 MR. ACKEN:  The testimony that Sohini
  

14   provided is that the typical towers will be about
  

15   100 feet.  I believe that the simulations are in that
  

16   100-ish range, but yes, we've requested flexibility to go
  

17   up to 199 feet for just this reason.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

19                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

20                 I believe we were about here in the
  

21   presentation.  Again, showing the proposed line on the
  

22   south side of Curtis Road on private lands going
  

23   through -- adjacent to existing ag land.
  

24                 It's quite subtle, but you can see in the
  

25   color they assure me is called cyan here is lands owned
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 1   by the Arizona State Land Department.  And so as we
  

 2   follow in our alignment along the road, as we get into
  

 3   Arizona State Land, the corridor widens back and the
  

 4   line, again, this is to be determined, but for the
  

 5   purpose of the simulation we're showing you the line in
  

 6   the center of the thousand-foot corridor.
  

 7                 And this is the rest -- the ownership of
  

 8   the rest of the alignment should be or will be within
  

 9   Arizona State Land Department with one minor exception.
  

10   Here's where the line crosses the north, we'll call it
  

11   fork of Greene Canal, as it continues west towards the
  

12   Sawtooth Mountains.  As it approaches the edge of State
  

13   Land, the line turns to the south.  And here it crosses
  

14   the southern arm of Greene Canal into undeveloped desert.
  

15                 We're crossing a minor area of private land
  

16   with a slight kickout of the alignment to avoid some
  

17   particularly brushy area and potential cultural
  

18   resources.  And then continuing straight south on open
  

19   ASLD land with ag lands to the west.
  

20                 Here we enter the broader Arizona State
  

21   Land and leave the private land and the ag development
  

22   behind, continuing south.  As the Chairman referenced
  

23   previously, this alignment is going to terminate in a new
  

24   jurisdictional substation to be built and owned by APS.
  

25   And you can see here the existing APS line, which we've
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 1   laid in, also a 230-kV line.
  

 2   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 3       Q.   And just for the record, you referred to that as
  

 4   an APS substation, but that is a jurisdictional
  

 5   switchyard that will be constructed, correct?
  

 6       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Apologies.  Thank you,
  

 7   Mr. Acken, that's correct.
  

 8       Q.   So does that complete the tour, Brian?
  

 9       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) It does.
  

10                 MR. ACKEN:  So I'd ask if the committee has
  

11   questions about the tour at this time of what they saw?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I have a quick question.
  

13   Does the WAPA 230-kV line run the length of the corridor
  

14   going east to west or does it turn off someplace?
  

15                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I'll go back.
  

16                 Beg the committee's indulgence while I
  

17   rerun, but it appears to continue on the north side of
  

18   the Curtis Road alignment.  We seem to lose it --
  

19                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So, yeah, it goes along
  

20   Curtis Road, and then goes north on Toltec Buttes Road,
  

21   so it doesn't go the whole way along our east/west line,
  

22   but it goes along the majority of it and then goes up
  

23   instead of --
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  In looking at the placemat,
  

25   where is -- where is -- what's it called Toltec Road?
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 1                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Toltec Buttes Road.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Toltec Buttes Road.
  

 3   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 4       Q.   Is it, Brian, approximately at the intersection
  

 5   of that canal wash and the Curtis Road alignment, just to
  

 6   the east of that?
  

 7       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Yes, approximately.
  

 8       Q.   So is it fair to say that the proposed route
  

 9   parallels the existing WAPA line for approximately three
  

10   miles along Curtis Road alignment?
  

11       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) That seems a reasonable
  

12   estimate, yes.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Now, Curtis Road, is that a
  

14   dirt road?  Is it a paved road?
  

15                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  It's unpaved.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  It's unpaved, okay.  And
  

17   then this is all unincorporated Maricopa [sic] County, so
  

18   I guess they don't have any intention of widening or
  

19   paving that road any time soon?
  

20                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  No.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

22                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Is it Maricopa or Pinal?
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Pinal County.  Did I say
  

24   Maricopa?  It's Pinal, excuse me.
  

25                 MR. ACKEN:  And, Mr. Chairman, if you look
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 1   at the proposed route tour, there's a portion of Curtis
  

 2   Road that we can travel on.  There's a portion that we
  

 3   cannot, even in its current state.  I think it's fair to
  

 4   characterize these as rural ranch roads on section lines
  

 5   and sometimes they're there and sometimes when topography
  

 6   gets in the way -- intervenes, the roads turn 90 degrees.
  

 7                 So if you look at that proposed tour
  

 8   protocol, you see that we can only follow Curtis Road
  

 9   with vehicles for a couple of miles before we have to
  

10   find another route.
  

11                 MEMBER FONTES:  Mr. Acken and applicant,
  

12   Mr. Lidenbaum -- Lindenlaub, excuse me, did the applicant
  

13   consult with WAPA?  We have a forthcoming hearing on the
  

14   South Line, and I'm not sure which 230-kV line is planned
  

15   to be upgraded.  And that is a major project for Tucson
  

16   Electric Power for WAPA and APS that is going to be
  

17   looked at in this state.
  

18                 Is that line -- did we consult with WAPA
  

19   with respect to their plans on that line, that 230-kV?
  

20                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member.
  

21                 We -- as I said, we put in this
  

22   interconnection request with APS in 2021.  We considered
  

23   WAPA and TEP and APS to determine which utility would
  

24   make -- make the most sense.  The WAPA POI, you know,
  

25   that substation's right there, that would be great, we
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 1   wouldn't need a gen-tie.  That substation is too
  

 2   congested, so it didn't make sense to move forward with
  

 3   that.  And APS was our target customer, so being
  

 4   interconnected with APS was -- that was a factor as well.
  

 5                 MEMBER FONTES:  My question wasn't on
  

 6   interconnects.  I appreciate the answer.  My question was
  

 7   more on easement and right-of-way.  It's land and
  

 8   utilization.  If WAPA goes from a 230-kV to a 500-kV
  

 9   line, you're asking for a thousand-foot right-of-way,
  

10   their blowout range is going to double.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think that project is at
  

12   a different location.  I understand the South Line is in
  

13   Pima and Cochise counties.
  

14                 MR. ACKEN:  So I do have some familiarity
  

15   with it, it's not my project, Mr. -- Brian may know a
  

16   little about it as well.  My understanding is the same as
  

17   the Chairman's is the northern terminus of that is
  

18   Saguaro, or thereabouts.  And so while -- while the APS
  

19   line that we're talking about interconnect does come from
  

20   Saguaro West, my understanding of the South Line upgrades
  

21   is that those end at Saguaro.
  

22                 MEMBER FONTES:  Let me -- let me expand
  

23   that.  And it's a quick check, if you could have somebody
  

24   check this out, WAPA's Desert Southwest Region publishes
  

25   a 10-year CapEx plan on how they're going to expand all
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 1   of their lines.  It's public information.  It's on the
  

 2   website.  Can you just please double-check that for the
  

 3   error of that consultation?
  

 4                 Again, it's not interconnect, it's
  

 5   basically utilization, because when we grant you a
  

 6   right-of-way, we want to take into consideration the
  

 7   co-owned or shared utility corridor so we get that right
  

 8   for you.  Because blowout ranges on lines are very
  

 9   important for the operational -- when you get into the
  

10   NERC standards, especially for an organization like WAPA,
  

11   which is a transmission operator, major one.
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Uh-huh.  Yes.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So your concern more is if
  

14   the --
  

15                 MEMBER FONTES:  They're going to upgrade
  

16   it.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  But this WAPA
  

18   230-kV line that's on the opposite side of the road that
  

19   they're asking to put their line if that was going to get
  

20   upgraded, what impact would it have on this project,
  

21   then?
  

22                 MEMBER FONTES:  Yes, sir.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Another thing I
  

24   would like to ask, and it seems like if you have 230-kV
  

25   lines running parallel on -- which road is this again?
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 1                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Curtis.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Curtis.  What are the
  

 3   chance -- what are opportunities to co-locate them to
  

 4   minimize the impact, but again, the issue's that they're
  

 5   WAPA.  So we don't have jurisdiction over WAPA.  But I
  

 6   mean, I guess have you approached WAPA and asked about
  

 7   the opportunity to co-locate your 230-kV line with theirs
  

 8   to minimize environmental impacts?  And if that -- and
  

 9   what their response was.  And if that would even be able
  

10   to -- because it's probably -- the poles would have to be
  

11   replaced anyway because this is probably a single-circuit
  

12   pole, it's not double-circuit capable where you can just
  

13   add another conductor, so -- what was the applicant's
  

14   efforts on that front?
  

15                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Chairman.
  

16                 I don't believe that we've had that
  

17   conversation with WAPA, but being transparent, I wasn't
  

18   working on the project at the initial time that we made
  

19   this request, and this area was looked at specifically,
  

20   so I can check in with other team members that might be
  

21   aware if any engagement was made.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  I guess -- because
  

23   I'm not -- we haven't had an opportunity to assess if
  

24   this is co-located or share the poles, but again, this is
  

25   WAPA, so I can -- we can't -- if it was APS lines, we
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 1   could say, well, let's make APS a party and have them
  

 2   come in and talk about what could be done, explore the
  

 3   option of co-locating this transmission line and their
  

 4   transmission line on the same set of poles to minimize
  

 5   impacts.  But since we can't do that with WAPA, I thought
  

 6   I would just ask the question to find out if that was a
  

 7   possibility.
  

 8                 But I mean, I guess if WAPA could have
  

 9   their own plans to expand the line and so the answer
  

10   would be no, we're not interested in that at all.  We've
  

11   seen that happen on other cases too, but I thought it
  

12   would be worth having that on the record what -- what
  

13   WAPA had to say about it if they had been asked.
  

14                 MEMBER FONTES:  WAPA publishes that
  

15   Ten-Year Plan so check that out on the next recess, I
  

16   think we will get some insights.  And the concern is when
  

17   we grant the CEC do we have to put in a 50- to
  

18   100-megawatt separation for the two lines for those
  

19   blowout ranges, so we get that right for you.
  

20                 I understand we're asking for a
  

21   thousand-foot right-of-way but, you know, we have to put
  

22   the corridor and the pole height structure, we want to
  

23   get that right the first time.  So Mr. Acken is nodding
  

24   his head, I think he knows where we're going on this.
  

25   We're just trying to right-size it for you, if you will.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  Because I didn't
  

 2   notice that the corridor is set to be from that road
  

 3   south.  It doesn't look like the corridor request is
  

 4   broad enough to co-locate with the WAPA line.  I think
  

 5   it's anticipated to be on the other side of the street or
  

 6   even further away from that road further south.  Is
  

 7   that -- is that -- is the corridor, as you've requested,
  

 8   is that -- would it allow to be co-located with the WAPA
  

 9   line, I guess?
  

10                 MR. ACKEN:  So, Chairman Stafford and
  

11   Member Fontes, I want to be real precise in my
  

12   terminology when we talk about co-located versus sharing
  

13   the structures.  And we will run that to ground, Member
  

14   Fontes's question, because it's the right question
  

15   whenever you're paralleling with another plant, what are
  

16   the other opportunities.
  

17                 One of the reasons you bring at least a
  

18   500-foot corridor, and in this case in places a
  

19   thousand-foot corridor, is to make sure that you have
  

20   room for everybody.  And what I heard of Member -- and so
  

21   do I sit here before you and say am I confident that that
  

22   500-foot corridor is sufficient?  Absolutely.  What I
  

23   heard Member Fontes saying is a question about do you
  

24   need to make sure there's an offset away from that WAPA
  

25   line.  And so we'll run that to ground to -- so that we
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 1   have an answer for you later.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.  Because
  

 3   it seems like a thousand-foot corridor gives you enough
  

 4   space to move it away to site this line far enough away
  

 5   from the WAPA, even if they want to upgrade it to a
  

 6   500-kV line, you need to know that because your final
  

 7   right-of-way, because you wouldn't put the final
  

 8   right-of-way too close to this.
  

 9                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes.  And I can speak, not with
  

10   respect to this project, but one that I was before this
  

11   committee very recently with that I had to parallel 500
  

12   lines, each 500 was a 200-foot right-of-way, and it could
  

13   be in a 500-foot corridor or a thousand-foot corridor, so
  

14   it provided for a 50-foot separation between two 200-foot
  

15   rights-of-way, which is historically and as recently as a
  

16   couple months ago, was adequate for two 500 lines.
  

17                 So that's why I'm, like, a 500-foot
  

18   corridor south of Curtis, I'm very confident is adequate.
  

19   I heard Member Fontes say let's double-check on the
  

20   spacing, and we will do so.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then follow-up,
  

22   does the northern edge of the corridor you've requested,
  

23   does it begin south of the existing WAPA line?
  

24                 MR. ACKEN:  It does.  It's on the center
  

25   line of Curtis.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  And the WAPA line is north of
  

 3   Curtis --
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 5                 MR. ACKEN:  -- for the alignment.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 7                 MR. ACKEN:  So I don't know if you wanted
  

 8   to take this time to talk about a tour.  We do have
  

 9   the -- an in-person tour, we do have the ability to do
  

10   so.  I'd like -- I don't know if you want to hear more
  

11   testimony.  I'd like to have logistics figured out sooner
  

12   rather than later if the committee knows, but it's
  

13   obviously your discretion.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Looking to my colleagues.
  

15   I'm not inclined to do a physical tour.  I think between
  

16   the virtual tour -- we still have to cover the key
  

17   observation points and those visual simulations, but I
  

18   think given the remoteness of it and the trickiness of
  

19   the roads to where the actual line would be, I'm
  

20   comfortable not taking a tour.  I'm looking to my
  

21   members.  No one is insisting on taking a tour?
  

22                 MEMBER KRYDER:  No.
  

23                 MEMBER FANT:  I'd vote for a tour, but, you
  

24   know, pass on that.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  That was Member
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 1   Fant.  There will be no physical tour.  We've established
  

 2   that now, Mr. Acken, so --
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you for clarifying and
  

 4   allowing the team to react accordingly.
  

 5                 We're going to shift gears now to talk
  

 6   about public engagement.
  

 7                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 8                 I apologize, Mr. Acken.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

10                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Would you rather wait to
  

11   talk about the questions on the key observation points
  

12   until we get to that point in the presentation or may we
  

13   ask questions about the KOPs now?
  

14                 MR. ACKEN:  We're happy to --
  

15                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I don't want to mess up
  

16   your presentation, so if they're coming, that's great.
  

17   I've got the question written down.
  

18                 MR. ACKEN:  They will be coming.  I mean,
  

19   now's a good time if you want to break -- because we're
  

20   going to shift to a completely different topic anyway, if
  

21   you'd like to do -- if you'd like to see the simulations
  

22   before lunch, then let's -- we can do that.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, let's look at the --
  

24   what's the -- up next in the presentation is public and
  

25   stakeholder involvement.  About how long is that
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 1   presentation in timewise, absent any interruptions or
  

 2   questions?
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  Half an hour.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then the KOPs,
  

 5   that's going to be I think probably a little longer
  

 6   because we're going to have several questions on that.
  

 7                 MR. ACKEN:  And you also have biology and
  

 8   land use before you get to visual resources and cultural.
  

 9   So it's quite a bit down in the order.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Well, Member
  

11   Comstock, I'd prefer to stick to the order of the
  

12   presentation that the applicant is putting on, as opposed
  

13   to jumping forward to another section and then coming
  

14   back to this one.
  

15                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I appreciate that.  Thank
  

16   you.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And then I think we'll
  

18   probably continue for another 15, 20 minutes before we
  

19   take our lunch break.  We'll be taking a later lunch
  

20   because I have a 1:00 call I have to be on.  So I think
  

21   when we do break for lunch we won't come back for
  

22   approximately between 1:45 and 2:00, so I think we can go
  

23   to until -- between 12:30 and 12:45 and then take our
  

24   lunch break.  So let's see if you can get through the
  

25   public and stakeholder involvement before we break for
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 1   lunch.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

 3       Q.   Mr. Davis.
  

 4       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Hello, yes, thank you very much for
  

 5   your time.  I'm Samuel Davis here to talk a little bit
  

 6   about public and stakeholder involvement, Cypress Creek's
  

 7   strategy around it.  Again, like Ms. Sohini was saying,
  

 8   we began involvement in November 2022, and before we
  

 9   formally introduced the project in January 2024.  So
  

10   since then we've been very active in Eloy and the greater
  

11   Pinal County community through local chambers, economic
  

12   development organizations, multiple community meetings in
  

13   Eloy.  Really having a regular presence at local events.
  

14            We've maintained a project website, Facebook
  

15   page, established a dedicated phone line, it's (520)
  

16   288-7011, if you want to -- I will get the voicemail, so
  

17   I promise you that, so -- and -- but I got you right
  

18   here.  So we've also maintained a targeted community
  

19   investment of around $58,000, locally, with the majority
  

20   in and around Eloy.  Something we're real proud of though
  

21   is the donations to the Santa Cruz historic -- Santa Cruz
  

22   Valley Historic Museum, we worked -- it's just a lot of
  

23   collaboration.  Cypress Creek, CC, we believe in the C's,
  

24   collaboration is one of them with our communities, and so
  

25   we really made it so that it's ADA compliant.  And it's
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 1   really awesome to see that the community was very excited
  

 2   about that.
  

 3            I wanted to also talk a little bit about
  

 4   the -- so we are members of the Eloy Chamber of Commerce.
  

 5   We even have a CCR, Cypress Creek Renewables, team
  

 6   employee serving on the board of directors for that.
  

 7   Pinal Alliance for Economic Growth, the same employee is
  

 8   serving on the board of directors.
  

 9            And regarding the workforce question before we
  

10   have been members for several years and we would work
  

11   with them as we get closer to hiring, go to organizations
  

12   for hiring labor forces.  They are really tapped into
  

13   local contractors, EPCs.  And even, literally, in an
  

14   email I got a request for jobs already through our
  

15   project website and through our phone line coming off the
  

16   heels of our Pinal County pad approval last week.
  

17            So it's pretty awesome to see people already
  

18   reaching out.  There's a thirst for jobs and there's a
  

19   thirst for work.  And we're just very excited about that.
  

20   And we said, well, we're a little far away from
  

21   construction on this one, you know, fingers crossed, but
  

22   we do have other opportunities, so it's great to, you
  

23   know, not direct them here because it's not 2028 yet, but
  

24   we can direct them somewhere else.  And then we also, for
  

25   workforce programs, we would consider a workforce
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 1   development program with Central Arizona College, if
  

 2   needed.  So we're really into tapping into our local
  

 3   organizations, chambers, colleges, trade programs.  We
  

 4   even have the Energizing Tomorrow's Leaders scholarship
  

 5   program that we've done for two years and we're going to
  

 6   do for at least two more years.  And that went to two
  

 7   Pinal County students.
  

 8                 Let's see, what's the next slide here we've
  

 9   got going --
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Kryder, you have a
  

11   question?
  

12                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.  Build, Mr. Davis, a
  

13   little bit, if you would, on those scholarships.  You
  

14   said that you dropped almost $60,000 here.  How did you
  

15   distribute that?
  

16                 MR. DAVIS:  Sure.  So the -- that's
  

17   the -- that word right there that's about 60,000 is
  

18   through the local donations and the scholarship program
  

19   was basically we asked local students in the Pinal County
  

20   area, you know, they're seniors going to college, you
  

21   know, what does -- what does energy look like to you?
  

22   And so they know we're the renewables energy program and
  

23   so they sent in a video of what they thought, you know,
  

24   energy and the future of energy was to them.  It's a
  

25   STEM-related, just something to kind of spur their
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 1   creative instincts and innovators.  Just something to
  

 2   stir those young innovators, but it's STEM-focused, and
  

 3   so each of them received $2500.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  $2500 each?
  

 5                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  How many of them?
  

 7                 MR. DAVIS:  Two this year and two last
  

 8   year.
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And they're basically
  

10   MasterCard sort of things that you can apply them to any
  

11   college or do you have to go to the one in Pinal County?
  

12                 MR. DAVIS:  No, sir.  So those -- those
  

13   folks would use them for whatever college that they went
  

14   to.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  And how -- so you
  

16   gave them $2500 basically to use at the college of their
  

17   choice?
  

18                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  And is there any
  

20   tie-in that back to Pinal County in any way?  Are you
  

21   asking them to come back and consider working in the
  

22   energy sector or anything like that?
  

23                 MR. DAVIS:  No, sir.  We're not really
  

24   tying any strings attached to that, but we are just
  

25   excited that there is -- that there is curiosity in
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 1   STEM-related programs and so we are hoping, of course,
  

 2   that they are using that money in a degree that could
  

 3   benefit energy in the future.  So -- and usually if
  

 4   someone's applying to that, they are -- they are usually
  

 5   very -- a little bit of a go-getter, they're
  

 6   engineer-minded, they're, you know, science, tech,
  

 7   engineer, mechanical.  They're very excited about that,
  

 8   so they're going to use those dollars for a degree that
  

 9   would benefit that.
  

10                 And, yeah, a hope is that they do come back
  

11   to Pinal County and maybe even utilize those resources
  

12   and that knowledge back in the community, yes, sir.  But
  

13   we're not really saying you have to do this or that, no,
  

14   sir.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And how does that tie into
  

16   the previous point there of Central Arizona College
  

17   Foundation?  Are these tied together or are these two
  

18   different deals?
  

19                 MR. DAVIS:  They're two different deals,
  

20   yes, sir.
  

21                 MEMBER KRYDER:  What do you do with the
  

22   Central Arizona College Foundation?  What is that?
  

23                 MR. DAVIS:  Well, that is a grant program,
  

24   that's where they basically use those monies for
  

25   different STEM programs in Central Arizona -- Arizona
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 1   College.  So we just wanted to support those local
  

 2   colleges, kind of do the same thing in Texas as well for
  

 3   trade force schools, like Texas State Technical College.
  

 4   We're just really trying to spur and really water those
  

 5   plants of local colleges to where -- so that whenever,
  

 6   you know, 2028 does come and we have a workforce
  

 7   shortage, that maybe we won't have as much of one,
  

 8   because we are fostering and helping those local trade
  

 9   schools for either the youth in Pinal County or the youth
  

10   in surrounding counties to go there.  And we're just
  

11   really trying to help out the industry at its early
  

12   infancy and development stages.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  So Central Arizona
  

14   College Foundation is a broker, basically, of
  

15   scholarships and your company made a donation to them, in
  

16   addition to the twice a year $2500 scholarships?
  

17                 MR. DAVIS:  Correct.  Yes, sir.  So that
  

18   was just separate.  The scholarship program was something
  

19   that we ran just through our own, you know, we advertise
  

20   it on Facebook in the local papers and --
  

21                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Did your company make a
  

22   contribution to the Arizona College Foundation?
  

23                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.  I'm not sure of the
  

24   amount at this time.
  

25                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Back of the envelope?
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 1                 MR. DAVIS:  Back of the envelope?
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Amount of dollars?  I mean,
  

 3   are you talking 500 or 50,000?
  

 4                 MR. DAVIS:  Definitely in the thousands.  I
  

 5   would say if it's adding up to almost 60,000 -- 25,000
  

 6   went to Santa Cruz Valley Historic Museum.  We worked
  

 7   with the local community and were, like, if we ever got
  

 8   $25,000, where would y'all like to see it?  And the
  

 9   community spoke and they said, honestly, if we could make
  

10   this ADA compliant, that would be something we have been
  

11   really trying to find the funds for for a while.  And so
  

12   we were just happy to be a good neighbor.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  You said that you
  

14   had offered two $2500 scholarships for each of four
  

15   years; is that right?  Did I hear -- or each of two
  

16   years?
  

17                 MR. DAVIS:  We've done two years, and
  

18   we're -- we've honored to do two more.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  So how many
  

20   applicants -- and you got these by sending out a notice,
  

21   I guess, to the -- some -- somewhere, RFP of
  

22   scholarships, if you wish.  And students wrote back to
  

23   you or sent videos about the future of renewable energy,
  

24   is that what you -- how many people did you have apply
  

25   and you had to select two from?
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 1                 MR. DAVIS:  I -- I -- man, we did this
  

 2   nationwide to a bunch of different counties --
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Oh, nationwide?
  

 4                 MR. DAVIS:  But Pinal County was one of the
  

 5   counties that we did.  And so we -- I'm trying to think
  

 6   of how many we had exactly from Pinal County.  But I
  

 7   could find the names of those students and the schools
  

 8   that they go to if you would like to in a break?
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  That's -- I was kind of
  

10   looking at it from 100 feet up.
  

11                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.
  

12                 MEMBER KRYDER:  But the money went to two
  

13   students a year, four years from -- two students a year
  

14   from Pinal County or from the U.S., in general?
  

15                 MR. DAVIS:  Right.  We chose specific
  

16   counties across the USA, and Pinal County was -- was one
  

17   of them.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.
  

19                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Answer his question.
  

20                 MR. DAVIS:  But, correct, I think -- yeah,
  

21   sorry.
  

22                 MR. ACKEN:  Maybe -- maybe I can help out
  

23   with the question and answer.
  

24       Q.   I think the question is did -- are there Pinal
  

25   County recipients of the funds?
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 1       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.  Yes.  The
  

 2   recipients could only be in Pinal County.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  Thank you, Bert.
  

 4                 MR. DAVIS:  Sorry about that.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant, you had a
  

 6   question?
  

 7                 MEMBER FANT:  Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 8                 The Pinal Partnership and Central Arizona
  

 9   College actually have a specific program aimed at
  

10   building technical vocational workforces, and trying to
  

11   retain those workers in this County.  And I'm not in this
  

12   County, not bleeding them off to Maricopa County or Pima
  

13   County.  So your program is exactly in the wheelhouse of
  

14   what the partnership and CAC, Central Arizona College,
  

15   are trying to accomplish, which is excellent.
  

16                 Gilbert Lopez is the head of CAC, you might
  

17   want to get familiar, he's a great guy.  He's also a town
  

18   manager for the Town of Coolidge, which is just northeast
  

19   of Eloy.  But what you're doing, you should tell the
  

20   partnership, because that's exactly what they're trying
  

21   to accomplish with their workforce in Pinal County.
  

22                 MR. DAVIS:  Thank you for that, Member
  

23   Fant.  And we will follow up with that, yes, sir.
  

24                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.
  

25       Q.   Anything else on this slide?
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 1       A.   (MR. DAVIS) I don't believe so, no, sir.  It's
  

 2   kind of -- go to the next one if you're good with that.
  

 3       Q.   So the next slide we're going to switch to
  

 4   Jennifer.  We'll come back to Samuel either before or
  

 5   after lunch.
  

 6            But, Jennifer, I'd like you to talk about tribal
  

 7   engagement that you manage and oversaw for the project.
  

 8       A.   (MS. HYRE) Thank you.
  

 9            For tribal engagement I sent electronic letters
  

10   to 30 representatives from 11 Native American tribes
  

11   identified as interested stakeholders.  These are listed
  

12   here on the slide, these included Zuni Pueblo, Tohono
  

13   Apache Tribe, TO Nation, Yavapai-Apache Nation, White
  

14   Mountain Apache Tribe, Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Hopi Tribe,
  

15   Mescalero Apache Tribe, Ak-Chin Indian Community, Salt
  

16   River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, and Gila River
  

17   Indian Community.
  

18            These tribes and contacts were identified using
  

19   the online Arizona State Historic Preservation Office
  

20   government-to-government consultation toolkit.  Their
  

21   consultation mapper, and specifically this toolkit
  

22   provides specific consultation, protocols, communication
  

23   instructions, and contacts for each particular tribe.
  

24            To be clear, for the context of this project, we
  

25   did not conduct formal tribal consultation for this
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 1   project, because we don't have any federal requirements
  

 2   for Section 106 compliance.  We use the toolkit as a
  

 3   method to aid in identifying and communicating with those
  

 4   tribes that would be potentially interested in this
  

 5   particular project.
  

 6            On the next slide there is an example of the
  

 7   letter shown on the screen here, the letter that I
  

 8   provided.  This letter invited the tribes to provide
  

 9   their input and requested that their comments be provided
  

10   within 45 days of receiving the letter, just to help us
  

11   continue along with our project development process.  The
  

12   project, as you can see, provided a map of the project
  

13   and a brief description and provided our contact
  

14   information.
  

15            From this letter we received responses from four
  

16   different tribes.  Those tribes that responded were
  

17   Yavapai Apache, White Mountain Apache, Pascua Yaqui, and
  

18   Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.  And I will
  

19   speak specifically to what each of the tribes responded
  

20   with.
  

21            Yavapai requested to receive a copy of our Class
  

22   III cultural resources report, which was provided --
  

23   which was prepared for the gen-tie that was provided to
  

24   the tribe in November, once we had received it from our
  

25   consultant.  We sent copies also of the Class I desktop
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 1   reports for the base solar project, as well as the
  

 2   gen-tie project.  Those reports were completed during our
  

 3   early staging pieces of the project.  After the tribe
  

 4   reviewed all three of those reports, they provided
  

 5   feedback that they concurred with a no adverse effect
  

 6   determination that was included in our cultural resources
  

 7   report.
  

 8            This occurred after we submitted the CEC
  

 9   application and these materials have been included as
  

10   supplemental to the hearing materials.  Mr. Acken would
  

11   know which exhibit that is.  The White Mountain Apache
  

12   Tribe responded that the project would have no adverse
  

13   effect on the tribe's cultural heritage resources.
  

14            Pascua Yaqui had requested to be kept informed
  

15   of the project because of Picacho Peak, a traditional
  

16   cultural property being within nine miles of the viewshed
  

17   of the project.  That tribe was also provided copies of
  

18   the Class III cultural resources report in November, as
  

19   well as the Class I desktop reports.  After reviewing
  

20   those reports, Pascua Yaqui provided feedback that the
  

21   gen-tie transmission line would be far enough away from
  

22   Picacho Peak as to not cause any significant changes in
  

23   the viewshed.  Record of this additional consultation --
  

24   sorry -- communication and coordination is included as
  

25   supplemental materials in the hearing.
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 1            And then, lastly, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
  

 2   Indian Community deferred to TO Nation as the lead in the
  

 3   tribal engagement process for this project.
  

 4   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 5       Q.   Thank you.
  

 6            And for completeness of the record, you made it
  

 7   real easy for me, are those materials found in Exhibit
  

 8   CC-2?
  

 9       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes, they are.
  

10       Q.   Thank you.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant?
  

12                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

13                 So the Tohono O'odham never got back to you
  

14   after the --
  

15                 MS. HYRE:  They did not.
  

16                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.  Because this is kind
  

17   of their turf, this area down here.  Surprised they
  

18   didn't say anything.  So all right.  Thank you.
  

19                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.  Yes, to
  

20   confirm, we didn't receive any communication or response
  

21   from TO Nation.
  

22                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

23                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.
  

24       Q.   Moving back to additional measures conducted
  

25   specifically for the project in the recent months,
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 1   Samuel, talk about the open house that you held and,
  

 2   first of all, how you notified the public of it?
  

 3       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Absolutely.  We mailed open house
  

 4   invitations and the project information to all 56
  

 5   neighbors within a two-mile radius of the project.  That
  

 6   was August 21st, 2025, and then we emailed open house
  

 7   invitations and the same project information to 17 agency
  

 8   and elected representatives on August 26th and 27th,
  

 9   2025.  And then we publicized it in the local paper, the
  

10   Pinal Central Newspaper on our project website,
  

11   www.CactusFlowerSolar.com and on our project Facebook
  

12   page, and what you see here is really what we posted, and
  

13   we boosted it and just to try to get as many eyeballs on
  

14   that as we could.  And we held that on September 9th.
  

15       Q.   And on the next slide do you have an example of
  

16   that notice letter?
  

17       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Yes, that is -- that is the notice
  

18   letter.  We wanted to just give the information straight
  

19   and clear, as well as have a little map so the people
  

20   could see a visual representation and kind of know where
  

21   we are in the context of the project.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And you're talking about
  

23   slide 33 of Exhibit --
  

24                 MR. ACKEN:  CC-4.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- 4.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 108

  

 1                 MR. DAVIS:  Yeah, so that was the letter
  

 2   right there.  And the -- the open house, though, was just
  

 3   a CEC-focused community meeting held on September 9th at
  

 4   the Toltec Community Center.  We had lots of tables and
  

 5   light snacks, I still got some snacks available from it,
  

 6   you know, a lot of pineapple.  And we put up placards and
  

 7   easels with the project details and even images of before
  

 8   and after, those visual renderings.  This way folks could
  

 9   really -- they could literally walk through the project
  

10   and the process and the CEC process, so we also included
  

11   information like the expected benefits and what the CEC
  

12   proceedings would involve, sign-in, that's an example of
  

13   one of the placards that we had there and there --
  

14   members of the project team were on hand to answer
  

15   questions and listen to feedback, and we were able to
  

16   speak individually with attendees from Eloy and the
  

17   surrounding area.  But that's basically what it was right
  

18   there and --
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant, you had a
  

20   question?
  

21                 THE REPORTER:  Your microphone.
  

22                 MEMBER FANT:  Sorry.  Thank you, Robin.
  

23                 Just an observation, I've noted this at
  

24   other hearings, the Arizona legislature in 2008 changed
  

25   the method by which they financed rural fire districts,
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 1   small town fire districts -- fire districts generally and
  

 2   had no impact on big urban areas, but the change it hurt
  

 3   the rural and small town fire districts in terms of
  

 4   financing.  So when a solar project comes along, which
  

 5   increases the tax revenue for the area, it makes a major
  

 6   difference to the rural fire districts what equipment
  

 7   they can have and personnel.  I mention this because they
  

 8   will be strong supporters of your project.  I don't know
  

 9   who the rural fire district is down here in this area or
  

10   districts or small towns, but they would be strong
  

11   supporters of your project.
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member.
  

13                 And just in agreement with that, we have
  

14   spoken with the Eloy Fire District.  They actually gave
  

15   us a letter of support for our local zoning last week.
  

16   We're not fully in their jurisdiction, given how rural
  

17   this area is, how far away it is from Eloy, but close to
  

18   the time of construction we would engage directly in a
  

19   contract with them just to make sure that we're -- we're
  

20   covered.
  

21                 But, yeah, they're supportive of this type
  

22   of development.  They're very familiar with it now, solar
  

23   and batteries, they've seen a lot of projects and they
  

24   don't believe it adds any sort of risk to the local area.
  

25   So completely -- that's completely correct, Eloy Fire
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 1   District is supportive of our project.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

 4                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Davis, in your letter
  

 5   dated August 27th, you apologized for a miscommunication.
  

 6   Was this letter the only notice that the date was
  

 7   incorrect?  Did you use any other follow-up means to make
  

 8   sure nobody else got shut out of that meeting that wanted
  

 9   to be?
  

10                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, Member, thank you for
  

11   that -- for notifying that.  There was an error in date
  

12   noted on August 26th, 2025.  So we updated mailers and
  

13   emails were sent that following day, August 27th, 2025.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And did you use any other
  

15   methodology, social media or anything, to make sure that
  

16   everybody got the message that the date was changed?
  

17                 MR. DAVIS:  The -- the -- the date on the
  

18   social media and website was correct.  It was what we
  

19   mailed out that was incorrect.  So then we immediately
  

20   remedied that with the new mailer and email.
  

21                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

22                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.
  

23                 And also I want to hop also on what Member
  

24   Fant and what Sohini were speaking about with the fire
  

25   departments there.  Again, kind of speaking personally,
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 1   in Texas the revenue from that wind project really helps
  

 2   out that local -- that local fire department.
  

 3   Unfortunately, some of these local rural fire departments
  

 4   do not have heavy, heavy funding like, you know, Houston
  

 5   or Phoenix.  So not only does it help out that County,
  

 6   and in our case Concho County, but it helps out the
  

 7   surrounding counties, because, yeah, sure, there may be
  

 8   an issue over here on the edge of Concho, but, you know,
  

 9   there's a fire right over here in Menard.  Well, there's
  

10   a lot of crossover and synergy between counties.
  

11                 So we're excited, too, that the fire
  

12   department did give us a letter of support.  And also
  

13   that's not just going help out them, but it will help out
  

14   surrounding counties and areas close to -- close to Eloy.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

17                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I have a question for
  

18   Mr.  Davis.
  

19                 How many people did you actually get
  

20   walking in the door to your actual open house?
  

21                 MR. DAVIS:  We had six.  About six people.
  

22   Oh, sorry, three -- three attendees.  Yeah, okay, three
  

23   attendees.  We had a legal representative that was
  

24   talking for a landowner and then -- so there was three
  

25   attendees and then we had a legal representative for a
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 1   landowner, and then a supervisor from District 4, and
  

 2   that was Supervisor McClure.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So in spite of the fact
  

 4   that you had mailed to, whatever it was, 58 residents or
  

 5   I don't have the exact number, you didn't get much of a
  

 6   response from them?
  

 7                 MR. DAVIS:  That is correct, Member Kryder.
  

 8   We even boosted the post, too, so that there was a lot
  

 9   of -- just on Facebook so that people could not only
  

10   just -- so that you could post it if you happen to come
  

11   across our Facebook page, but we also boosted it so that
  

12   it would be -- it would be advertised like an ad in the
  

13   social media sphere.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And did you count the
  

15   clicks that you got?
  

16                 MR. DAVIS:  Count the clicks?  Yes, that
  

17   is -- we did.  We did.  We -- about posting -- we had 655
  

18   viewers for the posts that we put on -- what was it,
  

19   let's see here.
  

20                 MEMBER KRYDER:  These are unique viewers or
  

21   clicks?
  

22                 MR. DAVIS:  These are -- these are people
  

23   that see the ad, and not necessarily clicking on it
  

24   or interacting with it, but 655 for that first -- that
  

25   first boost.  And then we had 323 for the -- for the
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 1   other boost that we did.
  

 2                 So given the scarcity of the population in
  

 3   that area, we were proud that there were eyeballs at
  

 4   least seeing the ad.  We didn't really expect a lot of
  

 5   engagement, we understand.  But we wanted to make sure
  

 6   that we were going above and beyond on letting people
  

 7   know about the meeting, and that they did have the
  

 8   opportunity to come in, offer feedback.  We had comment
  

 9   cards.  We did want to make sure that eyeballs saw that
  

10   we were doing it, advertising in the paper, mailing it
  

11   out.  I -- I struggle to find something else that we
  

12   could have done to try to get more turnout to this.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  It's a tough thing, unless
  

14   you are controversial.  So that was the background to my
  

15   next question.  Has there been any either low-key or
  

16   medium- or high-key opposition to your project?
  

17                 MR. DAVIS:  I would say it's been rather
  

18   low-key, Member Kryder.  At planning and zoning we did
  

19   have some folks come in and speak in opposition, which
  

20   is -- that is fine.  We also had some keyboard warriors
  

21   or our Facebook page, but that's okay as well.  It is a
  

22   free speech -- we believe in free speech here.  But,
  

23   honestly, it's been -- it's been a very low-key,
  

24   low -- low impact on just oppositional engagement.
  

25                 Also, the -- what -- at the Pinal County
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 1   hearing last week, we had about seven people coming up
  

 2   and speaking in support of the project.  And the big
  

 3   thing about that was because we -- where the project is
  

 4   located, it is located where -- or the mayor of Eloy even
  

 5   said in their City planning that they wanted somewhere
  

 6   like this, south of I-10, away from everything.  And so
  

 7   that people -- someone even said that I like this because
  

 8   it's a low touch -- a low touch or a soft touch type of
  

 9   project.  So given that, we do feel like there is -- I
  

10   would put it in yellow, low key, versus orange.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Davis.  We
  

12   need to take our midday break now.
  

13                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's come back at 2:00.
  

15   We stand in recess until 2:00.
  

16                 (Recessed from 12:44 p.m. until 2:09 p.m.)
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

18   record.
  

19                 Mr. Acken?
  

20                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.
  

21                 I'm getting a bit of an echo.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yeah.
  

23                 THE REPORTER:  That's my computer.  Hold on
  

24   one second.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  How about now?
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 1                 MEMBER MERCER:  Still.
  

 2                 THE REPORTER:  Try it again.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Testing.  Oh, that's much
  

 4   better.  Excellent.
  

 5                 MR. ACKEN:  All right.  Thank you,
  

 6   Mr. Chairman.
  

 7                 There were a handful of questions that came
  

 8   in in the morning.  Some of them we still need to run to
  

 9   ground.  Some of them I think we're in a position to take
  

10   a swing at now.  And so I'd like to -- like to do that.
  

11                 First question that came in was regarding
  

12   or the first question I want to address, was regarding
  

13   supply chain concerns and ability to meet projected
  

14   construction schedules in light of the challenges that
  

15   the industry's seeing with respect to supply chains.
  

16       Q.   And so, Jennifer, did you hear that line of
  

17   questioning?
  

18       A.   (MS. HYRE) I did, yes.
  

19       Q.   And to clarify you are our environmental expert,
  

20   correct?
  

21       A.   (MS. HYRE) Correct, yes.  But I did speak with
  

22   our supply chain team to provide -- to be able to provide
  

23   a response to the committee here.  I spoke with them and
  

24   they let me know that we purchase from tier 1 suppliers
  

25   so we are purchasing directly from the manufacturer.  We
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 1   purchase construction equipment separate, the materials
  

 2   to construct our project separate from our EPC.  We do
  

 3   that in order to control the supply chain and our
  

 4   materials can stay in front of any projected shortfalls
  

 5   or changes to the global supply chain for the components
  

 6   that we need in order to build our projects.
  

 7            We purchase some of this equipment up to years
  

 8   in advance.  For example, our main power transformers we
  

 9   can sometimes purchase those up to three or more years in
  

10   advance.  For modules and inverters we typically purchase
  

11   those nine months to a year in advance and for our
  

12   battery storage components, at this point we are
  

13   purchasing those almost 18 months in advance.  We pay
  

14   close attention to these lead times.  Our supply chain
  

15   team is constantly talking to these tier 1 suppliers and
  

16   we adjust our lead times for purchasing, as needed, in
  

17   order to remain in advance of any changes in the
  

18   marketplace.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Very helpful.
  

20   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

21       Q.   Thank you for handling that homework assignment
  

22   so quickly.
  

23       A.   (MS. HYRE) You're welcome.
  

24                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Sir?
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
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 1                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Sorry.  I don't mean to
  

 2   whip this horse until it stops running, but I didn't hear
  

 3   anything about poles or wires.
  

 4                 MS. HYRE:  The poles and the wires, those
  

 5   are provided by the EPCs.  Thank you for asking for that
  

 6   clarification.  Those are provided by our EPCs.  The EPCs
  

 7   that we work with, because they are national firms that
  

 8   are working with us and other energy developers, they
  

 9   have those in stock on a consistent, constant basis for
  

10   putting onto their different jobs, so they have those
  

11   that are warehoused in various areas so that is put on
  

12   them and that is part of their regular supply that is in
  

13   stock.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And "EPC," that's electric
  

16   what contractor?
  

17   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

18       Q.   Is it engineering, procurement, and
  

19   construction?
  

20       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes.  Yes, thank you.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  What is it?
  

22                 MS. HYRE:  Engineering, procurement, and
  

23   construction.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

25   BY MR. ACKEN:
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 1       Q.   Similar question on the supply side was labor
  

 2   supply.  And so, Samuel, were you able to run to ground
  

 3   the questions and get the details on the contributions to
  

 4   Central Arizona College and the local Pinal County
  

 5   scholarships?
  

 6       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Yes, sir.  So, thank you again for
  

 7   your question on the Central Arizona College and the
  

 8   donations that we gave to them.  We -- it was $10,000 to
  

 9   the Pinal Promise Program at CAC.  It's for general
  

10   scholarships.  It's well-known locally and it's the main
  

11   function of the CAC Foundation.  The -- it's the Pinal --
  

12   or it's the Promise Program, so it provides tuition-free
  

13   education to qualifying Pinal County high school
  

14   graduates, starting from 8th grade commitment covering up
  

15   to four semester at CAC, by requiring community service,
  

16   good GPA, and enrollment in a degree certificate program
  

17   after graduation.  Also want to note that our team member
  

18   does serve on the CAC Foundation board.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

20                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.
  

21   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

22       Q.   Thank you.
  

23            Let's dive back into the PowerPoint presentation
  

24   again.  This is hearing Exhibit CC-4.  And we are on
  

25   slide 36.  34 and 35, for the record, were slides
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 1   regarding the open house.  36 is titled "Public and
  

 2   agency involvement," and Samuel, if you would, describe
  

 3   those efforts for the committee.
  

 4       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Sure.  Thank you.
  

 5            The -- again, came out in November of 2022, and
  

 6   didn't even introduce the project until 2024.  And these
  

 7   are the agencies that we contacted, and many of which we
  

 8   are members of, or the Chamber of Commerce -- we
  

 9   definitely contacted all these different agencies.  And
  

10   it's just really trying to get their feedback and alert
  

11   them about the project and any input that we can get,
  

12   again, that collaboration that Cypress Creek really
  

13   strives for.  So just wanted to put up some of those
  

14   agencies here.  Like, I could list them out, but I think
  

15   you see them right there.
  

16            And then we were very fortunate, too, to get the
  

17   Eloy Chamber of Commerce to speak in support last -- last
  

18   week at our Pinal County hearing and even to have some
  

19   other ways of support from them.
  

20       Q.   Thank you.
  

21            Let's talk about other ways that the public
  

22   could contact the project team and get additional
  

23   information.
  

24       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Sure.
  

25            So there's the project website,
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 1   www.CactusFlowerSolar.com, and that's a picture of the
  

 2   landing page there.  That's Alfredo Aguilar, he works on
  

 3   one of our sites, I actually just saw him a couple of
  

 4   weeks ago, so he was fixing up some new panels out there
  

 5   in Texas.  So that's a real Cypress Creek employee.  And
  

 6   then the project telephone line right there.  And I
  

 7   haven't gotten a call from anyone, so I'm still waiting
  

 8   from y'all.
  

 9            And then also I wanted to mention, too, that
  

10   even just while we were here I got an email from someone
  

11   that is asking about, hey, can my company come and
  

12   contact us from Cactus Flower specifically asking, hey,
  

13   please use our electrical and renewable vertical
  

14   integrated system we heard about the -- we heard about
  

15   the passing last week.  So we're excited.  It sounds like
  

16   the community is excited.  And we reply to all the people
  

17   that contact us on our websites and on our phone line.
  

18            And then Facebook, so again, that's a great
  

19   place for us to place ads alerting people about the
  

20   different events that are coming up.  We're just, again,
  

21   trying to go above and beyond on just not what we're
  

22   supposed to do, but just really trying to stretch that
  

23   out, so publicizing open house, even wishing people happy
  

24   Thanksgivings, you know, whatever -- whatever we're
  

25   trying to do there.
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 1            Again, those are some of those ad numbers, we're
  

 2   trying to boost that post, 978 views total on those two
  

 3   different bursts, so we're glad that we got some
  

 4   eyeballs.  And then ads were placed even for this event
  

 5   today and tomorrow.  Again, targeting Eloy and a wider --
  

 6   you could just post it, but we're glad to boost it and to
  

 7   just try to -- because we kind of think it's just kind of
  

 8   lame to just post, it's like, okay, you're probably not
  

 9   getting a lot of traffic there, but if you boost it you
  

10   at least get a lot more -- a lot more eyeballs on it.
  

11   You're actually giving people a chance to come and
  

12   participate in the CEC process, which we find important.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  One question, Mr. Davis on
  

16   if someone contacts you on your Facebook ad or however,
  

17   does someone on your team, then, get back with them if
  

18   they have a question or are these generally just rants
  

19   that come at you?
  

20                 MR. DAVIS:  I would say the latter, Member
  

21   Kryder.  But sometimes we also are assured there are
  

22   actual people that do have actual questions and that are
  

23   actually -- versus trying to -- trying to just dunk and
  

24   trying to, you know, again, those keyboard warriors.  But
  

25   if people are asking genuine questions, we're sure to
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 1   answer them in a genuine response.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And kind of the parallel to
  

 3   that on the (520) 288-7011 phone line, who answers it and
  

 4   how does that get to you?
  

 5                 MR. DAVIS:  Thank you for the question.
  

 6                 It goes to a voicemail that says, "Thank
  

 7   you for calling Cactus Flower Solar Project.  Please
  

 8   leave your message right here and a member of our team
  

 9   will get back to you."  And then within seconds I get an
  

10   email, Sohini gets an email, my supervisor, Stacie, gets
  

11   an email and with a transcript of it.  And we all get
  

12   voicemails as well on our -- on our work phones of --
  

13   of -- of the person contacting.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

15                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

17                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Davis,
  

18   post-construction, how long will the public outreach site
  

19   remain available for people to call or to reach out?
  

20                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, thank you for the
  

21   question.
  

22                 After construction, I mean, I believe our
  

23   intent is just to keep it up.  It's a great way for us to
  

24   alert people about scholarships, the process in general.
  

25   Right now it serves as a great way to communicate and be
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 1   transparent with just -- with all of the details that the
  

 2   State of Arizona needs us to comply with, so it's a
  

 3   one-stop shop for everyone to go and see.  But afterwards
  

 4   and I'm just kind of taking this from other projects, we
  

 5   have a project in Colorado that is in construction and we
  

 6   use that as a way to just alert the public, hey, this is
  

 7   where we're at in construction.  This is something that
  

 8   we're doing in the community.  Here's some documents that
  

 9   we have that you might find available.  So I believe our
  

10   intent is to keep it up in the foreseeable future.
  

11                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

12   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

13       Q.   Next, I'd like you to mention the letters of
  

14   support.  There are two on slide 39 I'd like you to
  

15   reference, as well as the additional ones in Exhibits 7
  

16   and 10.
  

17       A.   (MR. DAVIS) Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Sure.
  

18            So right here the Eloy Chamber of Commerce which
  

19   we've been a member of for a couple of years now, and
  

20   just kind of pulls some quotes from that.  "This project
  

21   makes sense for our community," so we really appreciate
  

22   Mr. Rodriguez writing that letter of support for this and
  

23   also writing letters of support for our past different --
  

24   and actually coming in in person to speak in support last
  

25   week, we find that to just really carry a lot of weight.
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 1            And then Ms. King over there at the Pinal
  

 2   Alliance, again, one of our employees is on the board for
  

 3   that, and this -- "The project will provide substantial
  

 4   long-term benefits to the local tax base supporting Pinal
  

 5   County, area school districts, and fire departments."  So
  

 6   we're very appreciative for those letters of support.
  

 7            And in addition to that, those are just specific
  

 8   to the CEC today, but throughout the entire process of
  

 9   gaining permits, zoning for this project, we've received
  

10   many letters of support including from the former mayor
  

11   of Eloy or the mayor of Eloy, Eloy Fire District, the
  

12   fire marshal Robert Jarvis, the superintendent of Santa
  

13   Cruz Valley Union High School District, letters of
  

14   support from participating landowners, and the two that
  

15   you see here today.
  

16       Q.   In addition to the two on the screen and the
  

17   others that you mentioned through the County entitlement
  

18   process, for the completeness of the record could you
  

19   identify or confirm that there's a third letter in
  

20   Exhibit 7 which is from the Arizona Technology Council,
  

21   dated December 4th, 2025, in support of this project?
  

22       A.   (MR. DAVIS) I confirm.
  

23       Q.   And is there also a letter from the mayor of
  

24   Eloy, Andrew Sutton, that I quoted from in my opening
  

25   statement that is included as Exhibit 10; is that
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 1   correct?
  

 2       A.   (MR. DAVIS) That is correct.  We're happy to
  

 3   have the mayor's support.
  

 4       Q.   Okay.  Thank you.
  

 5            We're going to shift from the public engagement
  

 6   activities that the team did for years and leading up to
  

 7   the application to the specific application notice
  

 8   requirements done for this proceeding.  And for that I'm
  

 9   going to turn it to Brian.
  

10            If you would, provide an overview of how public
  

11   notice was provided of this proceeding.
  

12       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Yes, absolutely.
  

13            So the -- as far as the application goes, it was
  

14   filed on October 24th of this year, along with the
  

15   library posting.  We then published a Notice of Hearing,
  

16   rather, in the Casa Grande Dispatch newspaper on
  

17   October 30th and November 2nd of this year, and noticed
  

18   the affected jurisdictions November 5th of 2025.  And,
  

19   finally, we posted the signs along the route November
  

20   11th of this year.
  

21       Q.   And if you would move on to slide 42, what does
  

22   this depict for the committee?
  

23       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) So the image on the left is
  

24   what was posted in the newspaper and the image on the
  

25   right is documentation of posting of the application in
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 1   the library.
  

 2       Q.   So and on slide 43 and 44, describe those for
  

 3   the committee.
  

 4       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Here we show the locations of
  

 5   the signs that we put out per the requirement.  The first
  

 6   down near the southernmost area that had access.  The
  

 7   other two along the -- or the second one, rather, along
  

 8   the alignment.  And the third one at a relatively
  

 9   trafficked area at the corner near the existing WAPA
  

10   substation.  And here are photos documenting the
  

11   locations.
  

12       Q.   And does hearing Exhibit 2, the public outreach
  

13   summary, provide a summary of what Mr. Davis testified
  

14   about, what Ms. Hyre provided testimony about, as well as
  

15   the specific notice that you discussed, as well as
  

16   affected jurisdiction notice and things of that nature?
  

17       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Yes, it does.
  

18       Q.   Okay.  Thank you.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And the affected
  

20   jurisdictions were Pinal County and the Arizona State
  

21   Land Department, correct?
  

22                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's correct.
  

23   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

24       Q.   So now we're going to turn to, I believe it's
  

25   the last category of our testimony, direct, is the
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 1   environmental analyses that were done in support of the
  

 2   CEC application.
  

 3            Before we dive into the exhibits and studies
  

 4   themselves, Jennifer, I'd like you to talk a little bit
  

 5   about Cypress Creek's development philosophy and how they
  

 6   approach environmental resource analysis?
  

 7       A.   (MS. HYRE) Okay.  Thank you.
  

 8            Yes, Cypress Creek, as an organization, we're
  

 9   committed to powering a sustainable future and our
  

10   environmental process focuses on responsible project
  

11   siting and design development that considers its
  

12   potential impacts on the environment.  Our development
  

13   project philosophy is early identification of those
  

14   potential environmental resources of concern to ensure
  

15   that we are avoiding or minimizing our impacts to the
  

16   human and the natural environment.
  

17            As part of that development philosophy, we're
  

18   engaging early on with those regulatory agencies and
  

19   potentially interested agencies to identify early on any
  

20   concerns and proactively work through finding ways to
  

21   mitigate or eliminate those concerns.
  

22            For example, it was mentioned earlier in the
  

23   testimony when we talked about our routing and siting
  

24   early on in the process, that we chose to not go on a
  

25   direct shorter route because that route was impacting
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 1   cultural resources.  And that is a very good example of
  

 2   us conducting early environmental due diligence and
  

 3   making those early-on modifications in order to minimize
  

 4   a route impact so that way we can find a sustainable way
  

 5   to move forward.
  

 6            In addition to Cypress Creek's development
  

 7   philosophy, Cypress Creek also, as an organization, we
  

 8   participate in numerous national industry organizations
  

 9   such as American Clean Power and Interwest.  Within these
  

10   organizations we participate in monthly committee
  

11   meetings in order to remain current with national and
  

12   state regulatory topics for items such as BESS, wildlife
  

13   and environmental permitting.  And that really helps us
  

14   in order to remain current on those emerging regulations
  

15   and any changes at the federal, state, or local policy
  

16   level.
  

17       Q.   Next, I'd like you to summarize the
  

18   environmental resource analyses conducted, whether
  

19   specifically for the CEC application or done prior that
  

20   informed CEC application development.
  

21       A.   (MS. HYRE) Okay.  Thank you.
  

22            As part of our commitment to early and
  

23   comprehensive environmental due diligence, we've
  

24   completed a number of environmental resource studies and
  

25   evaluations for the project, as Mr. Acken mentioned, for
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 1   supporting the CEC, as well as the project in general.
  

 2   These environmental studies have included, as shown on
  

 3   the slide, the Class I cultural resource reviews, a
  

 4   biological resources evaluation, a Phase 1 environmental
  

 5   site assessment, aquatics resources delineation, ASLD
  

 6   native plant inventory, and visual simulations from key
  

 7   observation points.
  

 8            Since our CEC filing, we have completed the
  

 9   Class III cultural resource inventory, which is currently
  

10   under review by the ASLD archaeologist.  We've also
  

11   completed assessments of the project for noise, wind, use
  

12   of zoning, and recreation.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  A strong statement of my
  

16   ignorance, which is more severe or more difficult, a
  

17   Class I cultural resource review or a Class III?
  

18                 MS. HYRE:  That is a good question.
  

19                 The Class I cultural resource survey is a
  

20   desktop review of available literature that is out there,
  

21   not publicly available, but available to our qualified
  

22   permitted archaeologists, and that's what -- we have
  

23   consultants for that.  The Class III is specifically an
  

24   in-depth intensive survey in which we send surveyors out,
  

25   boots on the ground in the field, to walk 15-meter
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 1   transects to look for archaeology on the ground.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  All X miles of it?
  

 3                 MS. HYRE:  We try to complete -- yes, for
  

 4   all X miles of it.  There were a few areas -- and I will
  

 5   speak to this on the next slide -- there were a few areas
  

 6   where the brush was too dense and we were not able to
  

 7   have our consultant survey that area, and we've disclosed
  

 8   that to the State Land Office.  But, yes, the intent of
  

 9   the Class III cultural resource survey is 100 percent
  

10   coverage.
  

11                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Of the right-of-way or of
  

12   the --
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Corridor.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  -- corridor, yeah.
  

15                 MS. HYRE:  Of the right-of-way.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Of the right of way, okay.
  

17                 So it has to be a function, then, of after
  

18   the right-of-way is determined, then your Class III can
  

19   be done; is that correct?
  

20                 MS. HYRE:  Correct.  And we've worked with
  

21   the State Land Office to advance those cultural resource
  

22   surveys in advance of showing up to the CEC hearing.  And
  

23   there is a possibility that provided from this committee
  

24   here that we are granted the thousand-foot corridor, we
  

25   may need to go out and conduct additional Class III
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 1   cultural resources investigations in order to cover any
  

 2   areas of that potential initial right-of-way area that
  

 3   are currently not included that become part of our
  

 4   right-of-way as we advance forward in the design.
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  That was toward my
  

 6   question.  That is, if the reason for having a
  

 7   thousand-foot, to take that portion of it, a
  

 8   thousand-foot corridor is to allow final engineering to
  

 9   say, well, let's move clear over to the right-hand side
  

10   for this mile and a half and pull to the left on the
  

11   next, somehow there has to be an advanced, fairly
  

12   significant survey to know when you would move; am I
  

13   correct or is that a false analysis?
  

14                 MS. HYRE:  No, I do not believe it's a
  

15   false analysis.  I would characterize it as there's a
  

16   multitude of different decisions going into the selection
  

17   of a final right-of-way corridor.  Some of those are
  

18   engineering decisions, and some of those are
  

19   environmental decisions, and the land use as well.
  

20                 And with that, if our engineers want us to
  

21   say, as you mentioned, go in a different direction
  

22   further to the west or further to the left, and we've
  

23   surveyed that for cultural resources, if we found a
  

24   cultural site then we will tell our engineers, we need to
  

25   find a different solution, that one won't work, because
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 1   it will cause an impact.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  That was -- thank
  

 3   you very much, that's very clarifying.  Let me think
  

 4   about that.  I think I've got another question coming on,
  

 5   but I see that my colleague down at the end, maybe has a
  

 6   question.
  

 7                 Go ahead, Sid [sic].
  

 8                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Thank you, David.
  

 9                 The reason you did a Class III, would it be
  

10   because of the wash that's through there?
  

11                 MS. HYRE:  The reason we did a Class III
  

12   was because Arizona State Land Department requires that
  

13   as part of the right-of-way application.  In order to be
  

14   granted an easement, we actually do need to complete a
  

15   Class III cultural resource survey.  So because we are
  

16   trying to advance that part of our project development
  

17   process, in addition to the CEC portion of our
  

18   development stages, that is why we're in tandem
  

19   completing it at the same time as this process with
  

20   probable supplemental survey needs.
  

21                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  So that's interesting.
  

22   Here, is that there -- it's the way this thing is
  

23   pointed.  So under all circumstances, then, whether
  

24   there's a wash nearby or a river nearby, because
  

25   generally that's where you would be required to do your
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 1   Class III, so they're basically required under all
  

 2   circumstances.  I didn't know that until today.
  

 3                 MS. HYRE:  Uh-huh, the State Land
  

 4   Office --
  

 5                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  I thought they were less
  

 6   than desktops, that there wasn't -- if there wasn't a
  

 7   river or a wash nearby.  So what we're going to be
  

 8   looking at going forward are all Class III, then, is what
  

 9   I'm getting out of this?
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  That was the guidance that we
  

11   received from the State Land Office --
  

12                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  That's very extensive --
  

13                 MS. HYRE:  -- that --
  

14                 THE REPORTER:  Wait.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  One at a time, please.
  

16                 MS. HYRE:  Oh, I'm sorry.
  

17                 THE REPORTER:  That's okay.
  

18                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  She yelled at me, not
  

19   you, when it should have been you, but that's okay.  Her
  

20   error.
  

21                 But go ahead.  Go ahead.
  

22                 MS. HYRE:  I'm sorry, I actually forget
  

23   what the question was now.  I do apologize.  I --
  

24                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Going forward.
  

25                 MS. HYRE:  Oh, going -- going forward, I
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 1   cannot speak to what the Arizona State Land Office might
  

 2   require of other applicants.  This is what we were
  

 3   provided as guidance from their office.
  

 4                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Okay.  Interesting.
  

 5                 MR. ACKEN:  Member DiCiccio, I can speak to
  

 6   that as it relates to other applicants in this process.
  

 7   We have a standard CEC condition that SHPO has requested
  

 8   and it's been standard for a while now, that requires a
  

 9   Class III, generally speaking, when a Class III hasn't
  

10   been done.
  

11                 And, in my cases, I would say it's about
  

12   50/50, probably less, that come in with a Class III
  

13   already done.  A lot of times we come in, "we" being the
  

14   applicant at the time, come in with just the Class I,
  

15   figure out the right-of-way later and do the Class III
  

16   later.  So you won't see the Class III analysis in these
  

17   hearings.
  

18                 This applicant because, as Jennifer
  

19   testified, is going through that process concurrently,
  

20   they are further along.  And that's why they have the
  

21   Class III already done and submitted.  So that's the
  

22   nuance there.
  

23                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Yeah, a lot of times the
  

24   State of Arizona will require it when you have a wash or
  

25   a river nearby, because that is where the individuals
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 1   congregated and that's where you're going to find your
  

 2   antiquities and those types of things.
  

 3                 Okay.  Thank you.
  

 4                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Kryder.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Baling off of that, your
  

 7   Class -- whether it's a Class, well, I guess the
  

 8   Class III survey then gets published, so it's publicly
  

 9   available or is this a proprietary thing?
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  It -- the disclosure of cultural
  

11   resources is not allowed to the public.  Those are
  

12   confidential locations.  And the components of those
  

13   archaeological sites are our -- not for the public.  So
  

14   it -- we have a redacted version that I believe is in the
  

15   supplemental materials for our CEC, possibly.  A redacted
  

16   version that removes the confidential materials is
  

17   available and the full version has been submitted to the
  

18   State Land Office.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  I thank you for
  

20   that.  I didn't phrase my question well.  The real
  

21   question was, is that available to the next person, the
  

22   next applicant that might be coming down here wishing to
  

23   use another piece of that corridor, will they be able to
  

24   see your Class III under their Class I as a desktop
  

25   survey or how is that all handled?
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 1                 MS. HYRE:  That's a good question.
  

 2                 There -- another applicant's environmental
  

 3   consultant, their qualified archaeologist -- their
  

 4   permitted archaeologist would be able to go into the
  

 5   State confidential databases and see that information
  

 6   that relates to our Class III completed survey.
  

 7                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And how long, just as the
  

 8   back of the envelope, or perhaps there's a regulation
  

 9   toward it, let's say the next applicant X comes through
  

10   and picks up your Class III and their desktop survey, how
  

11   long is that valid so that they don't have to go through
  

12   a Class III on their own?  Is it good for a year, 10
  

13   years or whatever?  And then tied to that, back to the
  

14   WAPA, since you're running parallel to an existing line,
  

15   how long ago was the Class III done on that line?
  

16                 MS. HYRE:  For the Class III on the WAPA
  

17   line, I don't know that information off the top of my
  

18   head, but I can get you that answer.  For your question
  

19   as to how long our Class III survey for Cactus Flower
  

20   lasts, for how long it's valid for, that can be variable,
  

21   depending upon how SHPO and the State Land Office feel
  

22   about that.
  

23                 It typically -- for cultural resources a
  

24   survey is typically valid for up to 10 years, but it
  

25   does -- it can change, based on how the regulatory
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 1   agency, the lead for the project, feels about the prior
  

 2   work and the potential for new cultural resources to have
  

 3   eroded out of the ground.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  That's very helpful.
  

 5   Thank you.
  

 6                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Acken.
  

 8   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 9       Q.   Thank you.
  

10            Jennifer, let's start with the specific analyses
  

11   done for land use contained in Exhibit A and H.  And
  

12   describe your findings and conclusions.
  

13       A.   (MS. HYRE) Okay.  Thank you.
  

14            The Cactus Flower project area for our proposed
  

15   gen-tie is located in an unincorporated part of Pinal
  

16   County.  The land is zoned as general rural, which allows
  

17   for land uses consisting of public and private utilities
  

18   and facilities.  Approximately 76 percent of the land
  

19   overlapping the gen-tie is on State Land, with the
  

20   remaining areas being on private-owned land.
  

21            Existing land uses within the study area include
  

22   open desert scrub, as depicted in the photo on the slide,
  

23   low-density residential and commercial development,
  

24   small-scale agricultural and open grazing, and existing
  

25   electric transmission and distribution lines,
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 1   substations, and dirt roads.
  

 2            This slide figure is showing the surrounding
  

 3   project zoning that is zoned for general rural, that is
  

 4   the yellow -- the canary yellow depicted on this figure.
  

 5   You will notice what appears to be other colors to the
  

 6   west of our proposed gen-tie -- thank you -- which that
  

 7   is zoning that was changed by a prior developer.  That
  

 8   developer chose to cancel that site development plan and
  

 9   the County chose to not revert their zoning back to the
  

10   general rural, but currently there are no plans filed to
  

11   advance with any site development in that area.
  

12       Q.   And before you jump ahead -- excuse me -- this
  

13   map that you're referring to in your testimony is slide
  

14   49, unlabeled, correct?
  

15       A.   (MS. HYRE) Correct.
  

16       Q.   And it's also revised Exhibit A-4 to the
  

17   application, which can be found in Exhibit CC-8; is that
  

18   correct?
  

19       A.   (MS. HYRE) That's correct.
  

20       Q.   Okay.  Please continue.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Quick question.  The area
  

22   to the right that was rezoned, but then the developer
  

23   abandoned the project but the zoning remains, what -- are
  

24   those commercial developments, because it looks like it's
  

25   zoned CB-2, CI-2, CR-3, or am I getting my shades off?
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 1   Can you just describe what those zones are and what they
  

 2   mean, please?
  

 3                 MS. HYRE:  I did not look into the specific
  

 4   zoning types for that development since it is not our
  

 5   development.  That development that was previously
  

 6   proposed was proposed by another private energy developer
  

 7   that has no association with Cypress Creek.  Because our
  

 8   project is sited where it's general rural, I did not look
  

 9   in depth at the zoning specific to their project.
  

10   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

11       Q.   But to confirm, just to follow up on that, it
  

12   was not a residential development?
  

13       A.   (MS. HYRE) Oh, correct.  It was not a
  

14   residential development.  It was going to be a commercial
  

15   energy development project.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you that was
  

17   really the heart of my question.
  

18                 MS. HYRE:  Okay.  Thank you for clarifying.
  

19   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

20       Q.   All right.  Please continue.
  

21       A.   (MS. HYRE) Okay.  On the next slide, this figure
  

22   is depicting the land ownership.  As you can see the blue
  

23   coloring depicted on this figure is State Land Office,
  

24   the transparent color is private.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And just to clarify, does
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 1   the solar project, is that entirely on State Land or --
  

 2   is that entirely on private or State Land or a mixture of
  

 3   both?
  

 4                 MS. HYRE:  The solar project is entirely on
  

 5   private land.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Because you can't --
  

 7   you can't see the underlying blue under the deeper blue
  

 8   hue of the solar project.  I just wanted to clarify,
  

 9   thank you.
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

11                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

13                 MEMBER MERCER:  I just have a couple
  

14   questions.  Has the State Land Department approved the
  

15   proposed use for this land?
  

16                 MS. HYRE:  We have submitted an application
  

17   for a right-of-way easement and we are working with them
  

18   to have our application processed.  They have not
  

19   approved it yet.  We've provided them with the native
  

20   plant inventory report and the cultural resources report.
  

21   We've provided them with some legal descriptions for the
  

22   areas that we're proposing to -- to have an easement on.
  

23   But we don't have -- we're not to the point yet of having
  

24   a final approved easement.
  

25                 MEMBER MERCER:  Okay.  And the other one
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 1   was that somebody mentioned four private landowners or
  

 2   lessees?
  

 3   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 4       Q.   That was with respect to the solar generation
  

 5   facility, Sohini?
  

 6       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes, Member, that's correct.
  

 7   Four private landowners for the solar site.
  

 8                 MEMBER MERCER:  And are you finished with
  

 9   them or are still negotiating?
  

10                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  So we have those
  

11   agreements under option.  There's three purchase
  

12   agreements and one is a lease agreement.  And we haven't
  

13   executed on those options yet.  We would do that closer
  

14   to construction.
  

15                 MEMBER MERCER:  Thank you.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But you have to maintain a
  

17   hundred percent --
  

18                 THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry, I can't hear you.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Hello, is my microphone not
  

20   working?  Oh, there it is.
  

21                 Is it working now?
  

22                 THE REPORTER:  Yes.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But for -- don't you have
  

24   to have 100 percent site control to maintain your status
  

25   in the interconnection queue?

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 142

  

 1                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes, but I believe having
  

 2   them under option --
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.
  

 4                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  -- meets that
  

 5   qualification.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  Right.  But you
  

 7   can't -- if you were still talking to the owners about
  

 8   maybe getting the lease or maybe buying the land that
  

 9   would not be sufficient for the interconnection process,
  

10   would it?
  

11                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  But an option that
  

13   gives you the right to purchase or lease that they cannot
  

14   withdraw at any time, then?
  

15                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Not while you're in the
  

16   periods that have been outlined in the agreement.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Excellent.  Just
  

18   wanted to make sure that was clear.  Thank you.
  

19   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

20       Q.   And if I can follow up on that, could you obtain
  

21   County entitlements for the land without the approval of
  

22   the underlying land owner?
  

23       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes, that's a great point.
  

24   But at multiple stages throughout the process of getting
  

25   the entitlements, the landowners have to be signing
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 1   authorization throughout the process.  So if you lost
  

 2   any, you know, if any of those agreements ended, you
  

 3   wouldn't be able to move forward with entitlements.
  

 4       Q.   Okay.  Thank you.
  

 5            So, Jennifer, if you would, continue with your
  

 6   analysis of land use?
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Mercer, you had
  

 8   another question?
  

 9                 MR. ACKEN:  Sorry.
  

10                 MEMBER MERCER:  Yeah, maybe I'm jumping
  

11   ahead.
  

12                 Go ahead.
  

13                 MS. HYRE:  Are you sure?
  

14                 MEMBER MERCER:  Uh-huh.
  

15                 MS. HYRE:  Okay.  As was mentioned in
  

16   earlier slides, we worked extensively with Pinal County.
  

17   Our project complies with their master comprehensive
  

18   plan, which supports land development for renewable
  

19   energy, in particular, solar.  We've reviewed publicly
  

20   available county records for new land development filings
  

21   in proximity to our project.  As of this hearing, nearby
  

22   land planned development includes two flood control
  

23   projects, the Greene Wash Watershed Master Plan Study and
  

24   La Osa Gas-Fired Power and Data Center Facility.  And
  

25   through our land use analysis, we've determined that our
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 1   gen-tie project would result in minimal impacts to
  

 2   existing and planned land uses in the area.
  

 3                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman, I just wanted
  

 4   some clarification, because this land is in the middle of
  

 5   nowhere, there's no grazing leases, no mining claims, or
  

 6   any conservation easements?
  

 7                 MS. HYRE:  There are no conservation
  

 8   easements.  I will defer a little bit to Sohini about the
  

 9   State Land Office and if they -- I am not aware that they
  

10   mentioned any grazing easements in the right-of-way,
  

11   which I feel would have come up in our conversations with
  

12   the State Land Office, because their resource team has
  

13   reviewed our initial routing and came back that there
  

14   were no major conflicts.
  

15                 MEMBER MERCER:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, ma'am, to go
  

19   back to what you just said, you said there's a gas-fired
  

20   power plant and data center being built there?
  

21                 MS. HYRE:  There is currently a development
  

22   filing for a gas-fired power and data center facility.
  

23                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Can you give us a general
  

24   idea where along your project that will be?
  

25                 MS. HYRE:  I can.  Let me -- if you look at
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 1   your placemat of the project area, the La Osa Ranch
  

 2   facility -- proposed facility is to the east and a little
  

 3   bit to the south, but mostly to the east of the gen-tie
  

 4   and southeast of the solar project area.
  

 5                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

 7                 MEMBER MERCER:  Did you say "La Osa"?
  

 8                 MS. HYRE:  La Osa Ranch, yes.
  

 9                 MEMBER MERCER:  Thank you.
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Can we get that up on the
  

12   screen?
  

13                 MR. ACKEN:  We can.
  

14       Q.   If we could go back a slide.  I'd like you to,
  

15   this is slide 50, if you could with the cursor that's
  

16   being -- if you could show where, generally speaking,
  

17   that project is located using slide 50 as your map.
  

18       A.   (MS. HYRE) I believe a lot of it actually is --
  

19       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) It's a bit further up.
  

20       A.   (MS. HYRE) Is it a bit further up?
  

21       Q.   So approximately three miles east of the solar
  

22   field and two miles south of the solar project,
  

23   approximately?
  

24       A.   (MS. HYRE) Yes.  Correct.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And that would be located
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 1   on State Trust Land?
  

 2   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 3       Q.   Or that's -- or it could be located north of
  

 4   there on private land, do you know?
  

 5       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yeah, Chairman.
  

 6            La Osa is actually a big landowner, so some of
  

 7   it is on private land and some of it's on State Land.
  

 8   I'm not sure exactly what the mix is, but there's
  

 9   definitely some private ownership as well.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And that's
  

11   been -- that's been filed with the County?  The County
  

12   has notice of this, is that --
  

13                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  That's correct.  I
  

14   believe that they went through major comp plan amendments
  

15   recently, I think it was actually in November, they went
  

16   to the Board of Supervisors, I believe, and they got
  

17   approval.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So it's for zoning
  

19   on a combination of State and private land.
  

20                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  I mean, I'm guessing it
  

21   was just the private landowners through Pinal County.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And that's publicly
  

23   available, isn't it?
  

24                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.
  

25                 MS. HYRE:  Correct, it is.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant?
  

 2                 MEMBER FANT:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.
  

 3   Chairman.
  

 4                 That's Ken Verma, Vermaland's private lands
  

 5   in that area, which got rezoned.
  

 6                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
  

 8                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may continue, where
  

 9   is the natural gas to power that power plant coming from?
  

10   Is it coming through or across your project, do you know?
  

11                 MS. HYRE:  I don't --
  

12                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  The reason I'm asking
  

13   is -- and I apologize, I didn't mean to interrupt -- the
  

14   reason I'm asking is because there's a -- gas lines --
  

15   underground gas lines crossing major transmission lines
  

16   pose a problem for atmospheric corrosion, or AC,
  

17   mitigation on pipelines.  If that's going to be a
  

18   conflict, we need to know that as we go through your CEC
  

19   approval.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I guess the relevant
  

21   question for the applicant is do they have any knowledge
  

22   of natural -- of their project crossing natural gas
  

23   lines.  Because -- I don't know if they'd know if there's
  

24   a gas line going to get built to this potential plant --
  

25   this -- they wouldn't -- it's not their plant, so they
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 1   wouldn't have actual knowledge of what that would be.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  Sohini may have some
  

 3   information about natural gas infrastructure existing --
  

 4   that currently exists in the area.
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yeah.  So Chairman,
  

 6   Member, as the Chairman said, we don't know exactly what
  

 7   their plans would be for being able to get natural gas to
  

 8   the site.  I will say their project is pretty early
  

 9   stage.  I don't really think there's any -- any public
  

10   information that's been shared that shows exactly how
  

11   this would work, generally.  It's mainly just that they
  

12   have the land and then they're starting to go through the
  

13   zoning process.  So I don't think the information about
  

14   exactly how that project is going to be -- how it's going
  

15   to have access to natural gas is very clear.
  

16   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

17       Q.   But are you aware of an existing natural gas
  

18   transmission line in this area?
  

19       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yes, there is one.
  

20       Q.   Could you use -- using this map, could you
  

21   highlight the general location of that?
  

22       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Do you know exactly where it
  

23   is?  Is it around here?
  

24       A.   (MS. HYRE) That's right.
  

25       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) Yeah.  So it's kind of over
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 1   here.
  

 2       Q.   And so it does cross our corridor?
  

 3       A.   (MS. HATHIRAMANI) It does.
  

 4                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Do you want to talk about
  

 5   it now or later?
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Ask away.
  

 7                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So as a matter of
  

 8   condition of approval, there's a section that talks about
  

 9   the existing natural gas line and the running of the
  

10   transmission lines through there, and you'll be working
  

11   with the owner of that natural gas transmission line to
  

12   mitigate corrosion on that pipeline from AC, alternating
  

13   current, coming off the line, can you talk about what
  

14   your company does to work with those gas lines and the
  

15   operational practices that you have towards that
  

16   mitigation?
  

17                 MS. HYRE:  I can speak to that our
  

18   operational practices on our engineering side are to
  

19   ensure that we're following any standards for cathodic
  

20   protection to ensure our lines are not affecting any type
  

21   of buried pipeline.
  

22                 MR. ACKEN:  And I will add to that.  We do
  

23   have the proposed standard Staff conditions that we have
  

24   spoken about in other proceedings.  And we are proposing
  

25   the same standard condition with respect to protection of
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 1   pipelines that you've seen in other cases.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Who owns that pipeline?
  

 3                 MS. HYRE:  We're not sure.
  

 4                 Do you know, Sohini?
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Sorry, if you don't mind
  

 6   just giving me a minute to look it up.
  

 7                 Yeah, so it's -- the operator is EPNG,
  

 8   which I believe stands for El Paso Natural Gas, the south
  

 9   main line.  So that's approximately 1 1/2 miles from our
  

10   site.  But just for additional context, all the existing
  

11   natural gas pipelines in this area are 100 percent
  

12   committed, so, you know, with regards to that data
  

13   center, there would need to be some expansion or increase
  

14   to capacity to what's already there.
  

15                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I -- Mr. Chairman, I
  

16   don't want to get into a debate about what the future of
  

17   natural gas is there, but it's not 100 percent committed.
  

18   There's gas coming through that area, and that pipeline
  

19   is available.  So FYI, it would be important for you to
  

20   know what their strategies are and what they're going to
  

21   be and what your mitigation strategies are.  It's part of
  

22   the condition of improvement -- or approval.
  

23                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Mr Chair?
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member DiCiccio.
  

25                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Just a point of
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 1   clarification here, and Bert, you and I talked about it
  

 2   briefly, when you're asked a question, I mean, it was
  

 3   very clear that he was asking was there a gas line near
  

 4   there -- the roundabout answer -- it's easier just to say
  

 5   yes or no, and give a direct answer to it.  I mean, you
  

 6   didn't have to go through a deeper conversation here.
  

 7                 So, Bert, I appreciate you clearing it up
  

 8   and understanding what was saying, I don't if there's a
  

 9   miscommunication going on or what from my end, but I've
  

10   seen this several times today.  Just answer the question,
  

11   tell us -- you know what we're asking.  It's okay to say
  

12   an answer, give us an answer that is not something that
  

13   you think is going to be good or not.  It just doesn't
  

14   sound good.
  

15                 Thank you.
  

16                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Member DiCiccio.
  

17                 I view it as my role to make sure it's
  

18   clear, so if it's not, I'll take that.  And we do want to
  

19   get you a record that is precise and clear.  And I want
  

20   to thank Member Comstock for your comments, because yes,
  

21   we're -- this is not a natural gas development company,
  

22   right?  And so they can only do what they can with the
  

23   information that's available to them.  And one of the
  

24   good things about this committee is there's additional
  

25   expertise that can be shared, and so something that can
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 1   be factored into this team's calculations moving forward.
  

 2                 Did you have anything further, Member
  

 3   Comstock?
  

 4                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  No, I'm good.  Thank you.
  

 5   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 6       Q.   Okay.  At this point I'd like to move on and,
  

 7   Jennifer, unless there's anything else on land use, have
  

 8   you talk about the biological resources evaluations
  

 9   contained in Exhibit B, C, and D.
  

10       A.   (MS. HYRE) Okay.  In 2025 we completed
  

11   biological field surveys to assess the project area for
  

12   threatened and endangered species, other protected
  

13   species, such as birds and habitat suitability.  As part
  

14   of that investigation that we reviewed the federal and
  

15   state Game and Fish databases of protected species.
  

16            The biological survey did not identify any
  

17   threatened or endangered species, and did not identify
  

18   any bird nests.  They did identify that there is habitat
  

19   suitable for burrowing owls in the project area.  And we
  

20   will commit to migratory bird nest surveys prior to
  

21   ground disturbance and a vegetation clearing during the
  

22   breeding season of March 1 to August 31st.  The photo in
  

23   the slide here is an example of the type of burrowing owl
  

24   nest habitat that the surveyors would have been looking
  

25   for in the field and what they will look for during those
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 1   preconstruction surveys.
  

 2            As a result of the biological evaluation, we
  

 3   determined the project would not result in any adverse
  

 4   effects to protected wildlife or plant species provided
  

 5   we adhere to the mitigation measures for nesting birds.
  

 6            In the following slide, these are examples of
  

 7   project area habitat within the project area which
  

 8   consists of desert scrub, agriculture, and disturbed
  

 9   soils.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant, you had a
  

11   question?
  

12                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

13                 With all the bugs that are flying around
  

14   agricultural areas, how about bats?  Any bats coming
  

15   through the area?  It looks like a good bat passage area.
  

16                 MS. HYRE:  We did not find -- when we --
  

17   the lack of standing water and the lack of any mature
  

18   trees, we didn't find any bat habitat.  With the low
  

19   desert scrub habitat that we have, really does not
  

20   provide any roosting or young-rearing hibernacula.  Bats
  

21   could forage in the area with near -- with the proximity
  

22   of agricultural lands, but that would just be foraging
  

23   habitat and there's a bunch of foraging habitat with
  

24   other surrounding areas with the agriculture.
  

25                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, and I apologize
  

 3   because I don't know -- I know a little bit about natural
  

 4   gas, but I don't know anything about birds, so this will
  

 5   be helpful for me.  On the cactus wren analysis there is
  

 6   at the end it says, "The affect of the analysis," it
  

 7   says, "may affect, but not likely to result in trend
  

 8   toward federal listing."
  

 9                 What does that mean?
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  That is a common technical
  

11   terminology that consultants and environmental
  

12   professionals use for conducting resource analysis under
  

13   the Endangered Species Act.  It's a terminology that is
  

14   common for the Fish & Wildlife Service to understand if
  

15   we're going to need to do any formal consultation for
  

16   Fish & Wildlife Service.  Under the Endangered Species
  

17   Act assessments, there's three tiers of determinations:
  

18   One is a no affected termination, one is may affect, not
  

19   likely to adversely affect, or not likely to result
  

20   towards a downward trend towards population listing.  So
  

21   it is just a common phrase that is used in order to
  

22   give -- to assign one of three buckets of analysis.
  

23                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Okay.  So is the -- are
  

24   the nests of the cactus wrens going to be affected by
  

25   this project?  Is that what I'm reading here or is it
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 1   not?
  

 2                 MS. HYRE:  No, the nests of the cactus wren
  

 3   are typically the saguaro cactus, of which we don't have
  

 4   any in our project area.  The cactus wrens can also
  

 5   nest -- actually, I need to correct myself -- the cactus
  

 6   wrens do not nest in saguaro cactus -- cactus, that is
  

 7   the pygmy owls.  The cactus wrens build stick nests in
  

 8   mesquite trees, of which we have a lot out there.  And
  

 9   part of our commitment for the preconstruction nesting
  

10   surveys is to ensure that we don't impact cactus wrens
  

11   because we do have enough mesquite habitat out there that
  

12   our final route could potentially be removing mesquite
  

13   trees that would be suitable nesting habitat for those
  

14   species.  That is where we ended up with they could be
  

15   affected, but we're going to commit to the mitigation
  

16   during the nesting season to ensure they are not
  

17   impacted.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

19                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

20   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

21       Q.   And just for, I guess confirmation and
  

22   thoroughness of the record, is there a proposed CEC
  

23   condition that would incorporate that requirement with
  

24   respect to mitigation measures for preconstruction
  

25   surveys?
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 1       A.   (MS. HYRE) Correct.
  

 2       Q.   Thanks.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And that -- and the
  

 4   applicant's draft CEC, that's your Exhibit CC-6?
  

 5                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes, it is.  Thank you.
  

 6                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  One quick question,
  

 7   Mr. Chair.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member DiCiccio.
  

 9                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  So the Greene Canal is
  

10   that a flowing canal or is it just when we were talking
  

11   about water basically staying there, what's -- I can't
  

12   remember what the term was, but is it when it's
  

13   constantly flowing or is it just gone through the rains?
  

14                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Yeah, thank you for the
  

15   question.  We're going to address aquatic resources here
  

16   in a bit, but I think it's worth getting into at this
  

17   point.
  

18                 The Greene Canal was constructed back in
  

19   the first half of the previous century as a flood control
  

20   feature to take flows from the Santa Cruz River and
  

21   divert them around all the farming and ag lands that we
  

22   see up here in the Eloy area.  Right now there's no
  

23   natural flows in the Greene Canal.  The groundwater table
  

24   has been dropped to the point where we're not getting any
  

25   input from groundwater.
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 1                 What you see in the Greene Canal is either
  

 2   going to be a result of precipitation, which is we had a
  

 3   precipitation event before we did the field survey here,
  

 4   or on occasion, the combination of precipitation and the
  

 5   effluent discharge from the outer road treatment system
  

 6   coupled with irrigation tailwater.
  

 7                 Now, in speaking with the gentleman that
  

 8   came to the open house, I understand that irrigation
  

 9   water is so precious that it's exceedingly rare for
  

10   tailwater to show up in the canal.
  

11                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  Well, thank you.  That
  

12   was extremely thorough.  So there is no standing water,
  

13   so what is the groundwater table there?  How deep is it?
  

14                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Yeah, that's a really good
  

15   question and I want to double-check.  You may or may not
  

16   know, the Arizona Department of Water Resources maintains
  

17   a database website referred to as "Wells55" that allows
  

18   anybody to access well information and you can often get
  

19   water table information that way.
  

20                 Because of all the agricultural or the
  

21   pumping for the agricultural work or activities that have
  

22   occurred here for decades, my expectation is that the
  

23   groundwater table is going to be tens, if not hundreds of
  

24   feet below the ground surface, but I'll do some research
  

25   to --
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 1                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  No, no, you don't need
  

 2   to.  I just wanted to get an idea in that area dealing
  

 3   with the standing water issue.  So the canal doesn't
  

 4   flow.  It's basically an overflow?
  

 5                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's correct --
  

 6                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  It's --
  

 7                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  -- it did have water in it
  

 8   at the time of the evaluation, but it's often dry.
  

 9                 MEMBER DiCICCIO:  All right.  Thank you.
  

10                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.
  

11       Q.   Next, Jennifer, I'd like you to talk about
  

12   cultural resources in Exhibit E.  There's been a
  

13   discussion about Class I, Class III, so you've touched on
  

14   a number of these intro points, but if you would
  

15   summarize your analysis and your conclusions.
  

16       A.   (MS. HYRE) Okay.  To summarize our efforts for
  

17   cultural resources, we completed a Class I desktop
  

18   analysis early on in the siting process.  Since
  

19   submitting our CEC application, we've completed the Class
  

20   III cultural resources survey for the gen-tie corridor.
  

21   We've submitted that report to ASLD for review.
  

22            That investigation found one archaeological
  

23   site, six historic in-use resources, and eight isolated
  

24   occurrences.  All of these resources have either been
  

25   previously determined not eligible or are recommended by
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 1   our consultants as not eligible for the State National
  

 2   Register.  And, as I mentioned previously, as the project
  

 3   advances, we will do additional Class III inventories
  

 4   where needed.  And also, in addition, we will complete
  

 5   additional Class III cultural investigations for the
  

 6   switchyard as well.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Now, you've done some Class
  

 8   III surveys -- now you've done the portion of the
  

 9   corridor that you expect to put the line, but not the
  

10   entire corridor, correct?
  

11                 MS. HYRE:  We have -- correct.  Not the
  

12   entire thousand-foot corridor, the -- what we envision
  

13   could be our final 150-foot right-of-way corridor, yes.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  And you said that
  

15   the -- so you've done the Class III survey from where you
  

16   anticipate the right-of-way to go.  And it's been
  

17   reviewed by the State Land Department.  That's in
  

18   conjunction with the State Historic Preservation Office,
  

19   isn't it?
  

20                 MS. HYRE:  Correct, it is.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So who -- so won't the
  

22   State Historic Preservation Office, or SHPO, make a
  

23   recommendation to the State Land Department?
  

24                 MS. HYRE:  They will.  The State Land
  

25   Office will be the responsible agency for maintaining the
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 1   consultation, the government-to-government consultation
  

 2   with SHPO.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Question on your slide
  

 7   there.  What constitutes an historical era?
  

 8                 MS. HYRE:  Yes, an historic era resource is
  

 9   anything that is 50 years and older.
  

10                 MEMBER KRYDER:  5, 0?
  

11                 MS. HYRE:  5, 0, yes, 5, 0 years and older.
  

12   Those are typically in this area of the country.  You
  

13   typically will see old ranching operations, such as old
  

14   fence posts or old out buildings, rusted cans, old -- old
  

15   trash deposits or old related to the railroad, so
  

16   potentially old porcelain pieces, but a lot of rusty
  

17   metal and wooden posts.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So would that constitute an
  

19   in-use structure?  I'm looking at your second bullet
  

20   point there "six historic era in-use structures," I
  

21   would --
  

22                 MS. HYRE:  Correct.  In-use structures
  

23   would -- these include the historic irrigation canals
  

24   that are still currently in use.  They include also the
  

25   historic transmission and distribution lines that meet
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 1   the 50 years or older age criteria, but they still remain
  

 2   in use.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Corrals, water tanks?
  

 4                 MS. HYRE:  Correct.
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.
  

 6                 MS. HYRE:  Uh-huh.
  

 7                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you so much.
  

 8                 Oh, is that 50 years a state regulation,
  

 9   federal or local, who wrote that?
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  That's a federal regulation.
  

11                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  There's a state regulation
  

13   that says the same thing, isn't there, Mr. Acken?
  

14                 MS. HYRE:  Yes, there is.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I'm looking to the lawyer
  

16   to confirm that.
  

17                 MR. ACKEN:  I'm going to stick with my
  

18   witness.  She knows more than I do in this area.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Fair enough.
  

20                 MS. HYRE:  But just -- just to summarize
  

21   that Cypress is committed to building a project that
  

22   avoids impacts to cultural resources.
  

23                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I was wondering if I
  

24   classified under that, so --
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, you're over 50 and in
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 1   use, so I guess you would.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Good deal.
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  50 doesn't seem like it's
  

 4   nearly old enough.  There's a lot of us in the room that
  

 5   are near historic.
  

 6       Q.   Okay.  Let's next talk about your native plant
  

 7   inventory.
  

 8       A.   (MS. HYRE) In 2025, we also completed a native
  

 9   plant survey and desktop analysis for Arizona State Land
  

10   Department protected plant species.  Mesquite was the
  

11   only protected native plant species found in the gen-tie
  

12   corridor.  Based on the ASLD's methodology for
  

13   calculation for mitigation fee payments, we will be
  

14   determining that as we further design and advance that
  

15   before construction.  Then we'll be able to get a sense
  

16   of those specific locations and the specific acreages of
  

17   our actual impact disturbances relative to those
  

18   protected plants and we will at that time calculate our
  

19   mitigation fee and pay that to the State Land Office.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So that would involve
  

21   having to clear mesquite for the access road or the
  

22   actual towers themselves?
  

23                 MS. HYRE:  Correct.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I guess as part of your
  

25   engineering when you lay out the project, you determine
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 1   there's a lot of mesquite growing in this particular area
  

 2   that you can span it so you don't have to disturb it as
  

 3   much as if you had to tear it up to put a pole in the
  

 4   middle of it?
  

 5                 MS. HYRE:  Correct.  We'll look at those
  

 6   areas of mesquite, whether they be dense or sparse, and
  

 7   determine if we can span it, determine if for safety
  

 8   purposes it does need to be cleared in order to meet the
  

 9   distance requirements between any vegetation and the
  

10   electrified lines, because there has to for the national
  

11   regulations for having that clearance distance.  So we
  

12   will do that analysis to determine which vegetation we
  

13   can keep and which vegetation we do need to clear and
  

14   remove.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  And then it's
  

16   in the application, but I don't recall off the top of my
  

17   head, what's the minimum height of the conductor above
  

18   the surface?
  

19                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  30.
  

20                 MS. HYRE:  I don't know the answer to that.
  

21   Does anyone know?
  

22                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  We can double-check,
  

23   Mr. Chairman, but my recollection is it's 30 feet.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yeah, that's what my
  

25   thought was, but I just wanted to get confirmation from
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 1   the witnesses.  30 feet.
  

 2                 Member Fant?
  

 3                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 4                 Can mesquite be trans- -- transplanted?
  

 5                 MS. HYRE:  It generally cannot be
  

 6   transplanted very successfully.  I have actually worked
  

 7   on a project in Tucson related to attempting to salvage
  

 8   native plants for minimizing the impacts.  And mesquite
  

 9   just does not transplant very well.
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you.
  

11                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And so how tall can
  

13   mesquite get?
  

14                 MS. HYRE:  If it has water, it can -- I
  

15   mean, you could potentially get mesquite that's up to 5
  

16   to 6 feet tall.  You could get quite tall mesquite.  It's
  

17   generally not typical, but it depends on the amount of
  

18   water.  Even if it was temporarily ponded water during
  

19   the optimal growing season, it could get quite sizeable.
  

20                 I don't know if the State Land Office
  

21   treats for mesquite out there or not.  Sometimes, since
  

22   it's a conflict with grazing, some agencies such as the
  

23   Bureau of Land Management will treat for mesquite to
  

24   reduce its growing, but I do not know what the State Land
  

25   Office does in this area.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  But the minimum
  

 2   height of the conductor that's to the grade not to the
  

 3   top of the mesquite plant, is it, necessarily?
  

 4                 MS. HYRE:  I thought it was from the top of
  

 5   the mesquite plant to the bottom of the lowest conductor
  

 6   line.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  It is?  I'm seeing
  

 8   Mr. Lindenlaub nod his head.
  

 9                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's correct.  And I
  

10   had, with regard to mesquite, you know, Ms. Hyre is
  

11   certainly correct in what we see in the project area.
  

12   Mesquite's an interesting critter in that you, along the
  

13   larger rivers, the live rivers that occur, the San Pedro
  

14   River, it'll see a phenomenon called mesquite bosque, and
  

15   you can have individuals that are 30 to 40 feet high.
  

16   And then in the uplands, you'll have the same individual
  

17   species less than 10, 6 feet -- 6 feet tall.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So -- to clear a
  

19   patch of mesquite, you'd have to build the line 5 to
  

20   10 feet higher than you would if it was bare, then,
  

21   right?
  

22                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  You're looking for a
  

23   30-foot clearance, right?  And so you have 30 -- 30-foot
  

24   between the lower end of the conductor, between the poles
  

25   and the ground, but then if you had the mesquite tree
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 1   that's correct, you're going to look for the conductor to
  

 2   be somewhat higher.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

 4                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  And, again, the mesquite
  

 5   in this area are not that tall.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then I guess you
  

 7   have to do a certain amount of vegetation clearing for
  

 8   fire prevention, does that figure into your calculation
  

 9   whether to keep or remove the mesquite?
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  We do.  We rely -- Cypress Creek
  

11   relies on the engineering team and our operations, we
  

12   have an operations branch to our company, we rely on
  

13   their recommendations on how the vegetation should be
  

14   managed.  We also, because it is State Land, that we will
  

15   also rely on them to tell us if there are any specific
  

16   vegetation management requirements that they'd want to
  

17   see.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Will the State Land
  

19   Department typically have you re-vegetate parts that you
  

20   tear up to build the line, but don't need to maintain
  

21   as -- because their access road's going to have to be
  

22   cleared so you can traverse the line and repair it,
  

23   maintain it, whatever, but under the line, though, will
  

24   they have you re-vegetate stuff that, for example, if you
  

25   have to build a staging yard, would you re-vegetate that

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 254    VOLUME I    12/08/2025 167

  

 1   upon completion of the project for State Land?
  

 2                 MS. HYRE:  We would.  We would do that
  

 3   with per any State Land Office requirements, we would
  

 4   also do that as a stipulation under our stormwater
  

 5   prevention pollution plan, so that having -- having those
  

 6   permits, the general construction permit, those have
  

 7   re-vegetation requirements, so we would be following
  

 8   those state requirements.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

10                 MS. HYRE:  Uh-huh.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Kryder, you have a
  

12   question?
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Only a comment.  Mesquite
  

14   is a weed-type plant, and if there are cattle grazing and
  

15   they overgraze your grass, you -- the cows eat the
  

16   mesquite berries, and they then become the transplanters
  

17   for the mesquite.  So you can go around in any area that
  

18   has -- this is more than you wanted to know, I know --
  

19   has grazing rights, and if it is overgrazed, it will
  

20   begin to grow mesquite until it gets to the point that
  

21   the mesquite pushes out all the grass and it no longer is
  

22   fit for graze.
  

23                 And the largest area or nearby area is a
  

24   State Land group down toward Arivaca, where the State
  

25   purchased multiple hundred acres of this mesquite
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 1   overgrown graze that at one point had been pure grass,
  

 2   then was overgrazed in the late 19th Century, and now
  

 3   until 10 years ago, was nothing but a weed patch of
  

 4   mesquites, usually 8 or 10 feet tall.
  

 5                 The State then, in their wisdom, chose to
  

 6   go in and clear it with dozers and replant the grass and
  

 7   prevent the grazing.  So you don't have to worry about
  

 8   with mesquite restoring it, it seems like it blows in,
  

 9   the birds bring in the berries and, as you know, they are
  

10   good for food and a variety of things.  Cattle love them.
  

11   They're like eating soybeans for cows.  That's, again,
  

12   more than you wanted to know, but I'm on record.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

14                 Member Fant?
  

15                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

16                 Just a small --
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Microphone, please.
  

18                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

19                 Just a small point of interest, sometimes
  

20   the State Land Department just gives you a severance fee
  

21   per plant, you can pay that and not transplant.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

23                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.  I love these
  

24   hearings.  I always learn new things, so thank you, all
  

25   of you.
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 1                 MEMBER KRYDER:  If they're not true we make
  

 2   them up, Bert.
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  I'll never know.  I'm not going
  

 4   to do the research to double-check.
  

 5       Q.   So, Brian, I want you to go back now and talk
  

 6   about the aquatic resource analysis.  You did address
  

 7   some of this in your discussion with Member DiCiccio, but
  

 8   I would like you to take a deeper dive on your analysis
  

 9   that was done and the findings and your conclusions.
  

10       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Absolutely.
  

11            So similar to the cultural resources evaluation,
  

12   we started our evaluation with a desktop analysis
  

13   accessing readily, publicly available datasets, such as
  

14   the Nation Hydrography dataset, the NWI, and the FEMA
  

15   maps.  We then put people out in the field to walk the
  

16   alignment and map any potential surface water features in
  

17   the area.
  

18            So in that mapping it says here on the second
  

19   bullet, "Four surface water features may be considered
  

20   Waters of the United States," that's a little bit of a
  

21   misnomer, in that three of those four, quote-unquote,
  

22   features are actually reaches of the Greene Canal.  So
  

23   we're looking at the Greene Canal and one other smaller
  

24   feature.  And, of course, the project will follow any
  

25   Pinal County riparian guidance with regard to setbacks.
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 1            The next picture shows the nature of some of the
  

 2   features that we saw out in the field.  Again, as I
  

 3   alluded to previously, most of these are ephemeral washes
  

 4   flowing only in direct response to storm events with the
  

 5   groundwater table well below the surface.  The water in
  

 6   the two leftmost photos, this is slide 57, show water
  

 7   which, again, may have been a result of recent
  

 8   precipitation.  And so additional evaluation, if there's
  

 9   a concern about impacting these features, would need to
  

10   be done to determine whether or not these are Waters of
  

11   the U.S.
  

12       Q.   Thank you.
  

13            Next, we're going to turn to visual resources
  

14   and we have a number of simulations in this section.  So
  

15   if you would, Brian, walk the committee through your
  

16   analysis of visual resources.
  

17       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Certainly.  Ms. Hyre touched on
  

18   this previously, what the nature of the landscape is.  So
  

19   the existing scenery consists of the distant mountains,
  

20   the Silver Bells to the south, the Sawtooths to the west,
  

21   existing ag fields and their associated infrastructure,
  

22   and any, you know, sparse industrial commercial
  

23   activities associated with those ag fields, multiple
  

24   transmission lines and dirt roads.
  

25            Just to give an indication, we've got another
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 1   quartet of photos taken from the area that sort of set
  

 2   the stage for what we're talking about.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And that's on slide 59 of
  

 4   the Exhibit CC-4?
  

 5                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's correct, slide 59,
  

 6   unlabeled, that's exactly right.
  

 7                 Now and, Bert, I can go in and pull this
  

 8   out, or Mr. Chair, if you'd like, but I was going through
  

 9   this morning and I snuck in this map, which screwed up
  

10   the slides.  It's a repeating map that shows where the
  

11   KOPs are at.  If you prefer I remove it, I can.
  

12   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

13       Q.   I think it's fine.  I think what you need to do
  

14   is as you walk through explain when you get to a specific
  

15   KOP give that slide number, so our record is clean.
  

16       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Yeah, absolutely.  So --
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So the slide number from
  

18   what's been marked as hearing Exhibit CC-4, because
  

19   that's -- that's the one that we have the copies of, and
  

20   that doesn't include an additional page?
  

21                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Slide 60 is new, exactly.
  

22   So the next 17 slides will be one off.
  

23                 So we had a challenge in identifying key
  

24   observation points for a project like this.  To quote
  

25   Member Mercer, it is, in fact, in the middle of nowhere
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 1   and so we're looking for places that are most likely to
  

 2   have visual receptors, people looking at the project.
  

 3   And so one of the things I'll point out -- may I borrow
  

 4   my mouse again?
  

 5                 Thank you.
  

 6                 For those that are familiar with this
  

 7   stretch of I-10, and the truck stops along it, you've got
  

 8   Sunland Gin Road on the west, you've got Sunshine in the
  

 9   middle, Toltec Road is in there, as well as -- no,
  

10   Sunshine's here on the east, excuse me, Toltec in the
  

11   middle.  Those are our blacktop roads that go down to a
  

12   certain point, generally Greene Reservoir Road and
  

13   everything south of there and within the project area is
  

14   unpaved road, with the exception of Sunland Gin Road,
  

15   that continues on south and then to the west.  And so we
  

16   located our key observation points, accordingly.
  

17                 So first -- let me go back -- The first key
  

18   observation point, KOP-1 is over here, along Greene
  

19   Reservoir Road looking generally west and southwest, and
  

20   you can see at this distance my point arrows may give the
  

21   false impression that the lines can be readily seen, they
  

22   can be seen, but they're very faint here in the distance,
  

23   as you can see.
  

24   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

25       Q.   And, for the record, this is KOP-1, which in the
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 1   official hearing exhibit is slide 60; is that correct?
  

 2       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Correct.  Thank you.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  What is the line that's
  

 4   visible in the current condition?
  

 5                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  It is likely, given where
  

 6   we're located, it is likely the existing 230 that goes
  

 7   along Curtis Road.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Is that the WAPA line?
  

 9                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Correct.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

11                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Back to our map, we've got
  

12   KOP-2, which is located along South Sunland Gin Road
  

13   about where the -- where Sunland Gin turns to the west
  

14   and so we're pointed back to the east at this location.
  

15   And again, this is sort of the southernmost area of
  

16   development before it goes into open State Land area.
  

17   And you can see again here looking to the east from
  

18   Sunland Gin Road in the simulation, you can see the poles
  

19   at this distance.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Now, in the background is
  

21   that a distribution line we're looking at that's in the
  

22   existing condition, the current condition?
  

23                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I am not sure.  We may be
  

24   picking up the lines along -- the big lines along 230 or
  

25   the 230 lines along Curtis Road.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yeah, because I can't tell
  

 2   whether those are closer distribution lines or --
  

 3                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Further transmission
  

 4   lines.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That are further away,
  

 6   yeah.
  

 7                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I think in this area that
  

 8   I'm showing in the orange, I believe they're transmission
  

 9   lines.  I don't believe we can pick up the Tat-Momoli
  

10   line, the APS line, here in this photograph.  And my
  

11   expectation is what we're looking at -- and I would have
  

12   to double-check, Mr. Chairman, to see if these are nearer
  

13   distribution or further transmission lines.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Because we're looking
  

15   eastward, correct?
  

16                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's correct.  Let me go
  

17   back to the --
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But these lines are running
  

19   north/south?
  

20                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  They appear to be,
  

21   exactly.  We are at this location pointing east and with
  

22   the simulation we're showing our line going from north to
  

23   south.  And so if we go to the simulation and we look up
  

24   here, it's conceivable that those -- it -- I'll say this,
  

25   it seems unlikely, given the lack of infrastructure, that
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 1   these would be distribution lines from north to south,
  

 2   and they are likely transmission lines further away.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  But the WAPA line
  

 4   runs east/west and it's further north?
  

 5                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Which I believe is that
  

 6   along here.  Here in the back -- it's conceivable it's a
  

 7   line that's closer to I-10.  Let's go back to our map.
  

 8                 We're here.  There's very little
  

 9   development down here.  Again, there's the existing APS
  

10   line that we'll be tying into.
  

11   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

12       Q.   Brian, the line that we've been talking about,
  

13   the WAPA line that runs east/west on Curtis interconnects
  

14   to WAPA substation; is that correct?
  

15       A.   Correct.
  

16       Q.   Do you know what the line infrastructure looks
  

17   like leaving that substation to the east and south?  In
  

18   other words, could that be a WAPA line heading south off
  

19   in the distance from that substation?
  

20       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) It's conceivable.  I know the
  

21   Silver Bell Mine is located south of this general area.
  

22   There may be a line that heads south from there.  I'm
  

23   unclear on that, Bert.
  

24       Q.   Okay.  Please continue.
  

25       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) KOP-3 -- ah, this is the one
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 1   that we made a special point of identifying as the one
  

 2   potential recreation location in proximity.  Ms. Hyre
  

 3   referenced previously that the area is sacred to, I
  

 4   believe it was the Tohono O'odham, so we made a point of
  

 5   having a KOP in the area closest to our project, but the
  

 6   project -- our project is undiscernible at that distance.
  

 7            KOP-4, similar location to KOP-1, looking south
  

 8   again sort of nearing the extent of our blacktop.  We
  

 9   have an existing, again, I believe this is the
  

10   east/west 230-kV of the WAPA line.  And so our line would
  

11   be at some distance beyond that.
  

12                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Sir, are those ranch
  

15   houses, farm homes, what is depicted in the --
  

16                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's correct.
  

17                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And what's the proximity
  

18   of those houses to the project?
  

19                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  There are -- there's at
  

20   least one residence right along the project immediately
  

21   to the west.
  

22                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Do we know if those homes
  

23   are served with natural gas?
  

24                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  We do not offhand.
  

25                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  We need to know.  If it's
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 1   that close in proximity, we need to make sure.
  

 2                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Yes, sir.  We'll take a
  

 3   look.
  

 4                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  So this is
  

 6   KOP-4?
  

 7                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Yes.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And we're looking south or
  

 9   southwest?
  

10                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Southwest.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  We should be able to
  

12   see the solar array in this one, shouldn't we?  It looks
  

13   like that would be between the viewpoint and the line?
  

14                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Conceivably, yes.  The
  

15   solar panels would be at a height that you would be able
  

16   to see them in this area.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then can you go
  

18   back to the prior slide on the map and the structures
  

19   we're looking at here, is this -- is this a ranch, is
  

20   this a farm?  What are these structures?
  

21                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Oh, yeah.  I'm not sure
  

22   which one it is in particular, but given the nature of
  

23   the area, there are a few dwellings, ranch houses and
  

24   associated outbuildings in the project area.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And those -- and those
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 1   landowners have been contacted?
  

 2                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Yes, they were part of the
  

 3   (inaudible) --
  

 4                 THE REPORTER:  Part of what?
  

 5                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I'm sorry, the mailings.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Did any of them
  

 7   respond to the -- participate in the open houses, either
  

 8   virtual or in person?
  

 9                 MR. DAVIS:  We had a representative of a
  

10   local landowner, he wouldn't tell us who he was
  

11   representing, but he did not bring up any negative
  

12   feedback or cause for concern.
  

13                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  And there was a landowner
  

14   himself that --
  

15                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, there was a landowner
  

16   himself who -- that's just all I'll say, yes.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I thought I saw a hand
  

18   online.  Was that you, Member Little?
  

19                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Do you have a question?
  

21                 MEMBER LITTLE:  You asked my question,
  

22   thank you.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

24                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
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 1                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Question for Mr. Davis.
  

 2   Was the landowner from whom you purchased a certain
  

 3   portion of your right-of-way, was he attending in any of
  

 4   the open sessions?
  

 5                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Thank you, Member.  No,
  

 6   we didn't have physical representation from either of the
  

 7   private landowners through which we have the easement.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  So the private
  

 9   landowner who was there and the attorney for a private
  

10   landowner were not representing the -- the firm or person
  

11   that you bought your ground from?
  

12                 MS. HATHIRAMANI:  Yes.  Correct.  They are
  

13   completely separate to our project, just within a similar
  

14   vicinity so they had some interest.
  

15                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

16   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

17       Q.   Please continue.
  

18       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Thank you, Mr. Acken.
  

19            I will note, the visual simulations for KOP-4
  

20   are on original slide number 66.
  

21            So now we go to KOP-5, which is a representative
  

22   view for travelers from South Toltec Buttes Road.  Now,
  

23   you can see some of the existing electrical
  

24   infrastructure that occurs out there, a 230-kV
  

25   transmission line on the left, I believe, and a
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 1   distribution line on the right, and our -- our project
  

 2   occurs perpendicular to these features.
  

 3            And the next KOP is going to be a similar view
  

 4   further south nearer to -- nearer to the line, that is
  

 5   KOP-6.  And that's our final KOP.  So you can see we have
  

 6   the existing, I believe that's the existing WAPA line,
  

 7   before it turns north and our 230-kV line is going to lay
  

 8   in on the other side of Curtis Road.  And at this
  

 9   distance, you can see it's of a comparable size.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

11                 Mr. Acken, I think it's worth giving you a
  

12   heads-up at this point.  It seems like there's more
  

13   transmission lines in the area than are just reflected on
  

14   the map as shown with the -- the placemat example that
  

15   shows just the APS line.  I think when we get down to
  

16   what Exhibit A that will be attached to the Certificate
  

17   it would be worth incorporating the WAPA line and any
  

18   other transmission level -- not the distribution lines,
  

19   of course -- just the 115-kV or higher on the map so we
  

20   can see what it is relative to the project.
  

21                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

22   That's an excellent idea.
  

23                 I had a note, and I hope we can do this by
  

24   tomorrow morning, to have a diagram showing all of the
  

25   transmission-level infrastructure in the area, and then,
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 1   yeah, we can modify it for that use.  So that's on our
  

 2   homework for tonight to see if we can turn that, or at
  

 3   least some approximation of it for the committee's review
  

 4   tomorrow to incorporate into a final map.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 6                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

 8                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  While we're doing the
  

 9   homework there, can we include the natural gas line that
  

10   runs in that area as well?
  

11                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes.
  

12                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yeah, I think we'll want to
  

14   see it on a map, we don't need to include it on the
  

15   Exhibit A map.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Well, we want to -- if I
  

17   may, we'll want to know that it's there and in perpetuity
  

18   to ensure that it's part of the CEC, because if it's
  

19   preexisting, then there are some responsibilities of the
  

20   applicant to work with the owner of that pipeline.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Exactly.  I guess the thing
  

22   that I'm interested to know but it's kind of beyond the
  

23   scope of this proceeding, is that -- that La Osa, is that
  

24   what the project's called, I'm curious as to -- so we
  

25   have a rough idea where that's going to be located.  But
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 1   I'm interested to see this natural gas line to see where
  

 2   it comes out, relative to that if it's going to -- if
  

 3   that project site has been chosen because the natural gas
  

 4   infrastructure runs right through it or next to it or if
  

 5   it's going to require some kind of additional spur line
  

 6   to be constructed to serve that site.
  

 7                 Member Fant?
  

 8                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 9                 La Osa is supposed to be a 3 gigawatt data
  

10   center and they're going to try and put 2 gigawatts of
  

11   power on site, and 1 gigawatt solar and 1 gigawatt
  

12   natural gas.  There's not enough natural gas in EPNG to
  

13   handle a gigawatt of net gas output, so it would have to
  

14   be the new ET pipeline, which is coming up on the west
  

15   side of I-10 also.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That's the new one that
  

17   they've announced?
  

18                 MEMBER FANT:  Yes.
  

19                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So it will have to
  

21   be a spur line off of that new line?
  

22                 MEMBER FANT:  Right.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  A dedicated -- Member
  

24   Comstock, what size of a pipe would that have to be to
  

25   serve that kind of load, do you know?
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 1                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Usually interstate
  

 2   pipelines like that run 24 to 36 inches.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That would be the main line
  

 4   that --
  

 5                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes -- oh, to the spur?
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  The spur line to get to --
  

 7                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Depends on the
  

 8   registered -- a spur line, they could compress it like
  

 9   the one we saw last -- last week --
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  ET's main line will be
  

11   44 inches.
  

12                 THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry, I can't hear you.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You need to use the
  

14   microphone there.
  

15                 MEMBER FANT:  ET's main line will be 44
  

16   inches.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You keep turning your head
  

18   when you speak, you've got to speak straight into the
  

19   microphone.  If you turn it starts fading out.
  

20                 MEMBER FANT:  ET's main line will be
  

21   44 inches.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

23                 And then the spur line will be some smaller
  

24   amount of that that --
  

25                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes, it will.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Interested to see
  

 2   how that develops in the future.  Again, it's beyond the
  

 3   scope of this, but it's interesting for background.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Very much so.
  

 5   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

 6       Q.   Thank you.
  

 7            Let's wrap up the visual resources analysis and
  

 8   provide your conclusions with respect to the project's
  

 9   effects.  Understanding what we've heard and what the
  

10   testimony today about other infrastructure in the area.
  

11       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Absolutely.  As was just
  

12   demonstrated in the sims and the subsequent conversation,
  

13   the project occurs in an area that's dominated by
  

14   agricultural and little other infrastructure, other than
  

15   existing transmission lines.  As such, the project itself
  

16   will have minimal visual impacts.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Acken, before
  

18   we -- does that conclude your testimony on the -- this
  

19   portion, Mr. Lindenlaub?
  

20                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Yes, sir, it does.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Well, we've been
  

22   going for I think at least 90 minutes, I think the court
  

23   reporter can use a break.  I think now is the appropriate
  

24   time before we get into, I believe noise and
  

25   communication is up next?
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 1                 MR. ACKEN:  That's correct, Mr. Chairman.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's take an approximately
  

 3   10- to 15-minute recess.
  

 4                 We stand in recess.
  

 5                 (Recessed from 3:41 p.m. until 4:02 p.m.)
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

 7   record.
  

 8                 Mr. Acken.
  

 9                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Chairman.  Before
  

10   the break I believe we finished up the discussion of
  

11   visual resources.  We are getting very close to the end
  

12   of the environmental resource testimony.
  

13       Q.   So, Brian, I'd like you to provide your analysis
  

14   of noise and communications effects in Exhibit I, and
  

15   recreation in Exhibit F.
  

16       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Certainly.
  

17            Similar to projects like this in remote areas
  

18   there's going to be an increase in noise during the
  

19   initial construction activities, maintenance activities
  

20   as they occur, and then ultimately decommissioning
  

21   activities.  As noted in our evaluation and the
  

22   fly-through and some of the visual sims, you'll note that
  

23   there are very few sensitive receptors to noise in the
  

24   area, that is, homes, et cetera, and certainly no schools
  

25   or hospitals.  With regard to ongoing noise, the standard
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 1   corona discharge that we're already used to is already
  

 2   present in the area from the existing transmission lines.
  

 3            With regards to communications interference --
  

 4   potential communications interference, the nearest tower
  

 5   is over 10 miles away.  Given the above, we don't
  

 6   anticipate that the project will have more than minimal
  

 7   impacts to noise or communications in the area.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little, you have a
  

 9   question?
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Thank
  

11   you.
  

12                 I hate to take you back, but my question
  

13   has to do with the water features that are all in that
  

14   area.  And my question is, considering the fact that
  

15   anybody who (inaudible) --
  

16                 THE REPORTER:  I can't hear you.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You're breaking up, Member
  

18   Little.  We can't hear you, Member Little, can you please
  

19   repeat?
  

20                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I will ask the question
  

21   later, Mr. Chairman, I'm in a bad spot right now.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

23   BY MR. ACKEN:
  

24       Q.   Please continue.
  

25       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Certainly.
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 1            Now, with regard to recreation, again, as we've
  

 2   seen in the presentation, given all the agricultural --
  

 3   agricultural activities in the area, there is very little
  

 4   recreation.  We were able to identify no designated
  

 5   recreational roads or trails within the project area,
  

 6   even as it occurs on ASLD lands.  The gen-tie does cross
  

 7   a proposed multi-use trail corridor, presumably
  

 8   associated with Greene Canal, though implementation
  

 9   details are not available.
  

10            We also identified a key observation point on
  

11   Picacho Peak.  So Picacho Peak State Park and the
  

12   Ironwood Forest National Monument are in the relative
  

13   vicinity of the project.  The project is not anticipated
  

14   to affect any current recreation activities or
  

15   opportunities or be the future siting of any proposed
  

16   recreational activities.
  

17       Q.   Brian, I'd like you at this point to provide
  

18   your expert opinion as to this project's environmental
  

19   compatibility.
  

20       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) Certainly.
  

21            So, as we've seen demonstrated, the project does
  

22   conform to the applicable management plans in the area.
  

23   It's located adjacent to existing high-voltage
  

24   transmission line corridor and substation.  The project
  

25   has been sited to avoid cultural resources.  And the
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 1   project would result in minimal effects on the existing
  

 2   and planned land use, recreation, visual resources, and
  

 3   biological resources.  As such, we believe the project is
  

 4   compatible with the local human and natural environment.
  

 5       Q.   Thank you.
  

 6            Pending Member Little being back in range, does
  

 7   that conclude your testimony?
  

 8       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) It does.
  

 9                 MR. ACKEN:  And Brian will obviously be
  

10   available for questions later today and tomorrow as well.
  

11   For now, that completes our prepared materials that we
  

12   want to cover today.  I wanted to go over -- there's a
  

13   couple -- a handful of items that I wanted to go over and
  

14   make sure that my list of homework items is complete.
  

15   So, Mr. Chair, if now's a good time to do that?
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Certainly.
  

17                 MR. ACKEN:  So one of the questions from
  

18   Member DiCiccio was asking about what does augmented mean
  

19   with respect to the BESS.  That's on our list to address
  

20   tomorrow morning.  The new visual that we will have
  

21   tomorrow is a map that shows the WAPA infrastructure, the
  

22   existing El Paso line, so that we're able to better
  

23   answer any follow-up questions regarding other
  

24   infrastructure in the area, so that is under development
  

25   and we'll have that tomorrow.
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 1                 Along those lines, there was also the
  

 2   question about WAPA's plans for the area.  We are diving
  

 3   in and seeing what's publicly available and through
  

 4   contacts with WAPA as far as their long-term plans for
  

 5   development of their infrastructure.  And then the last
  

 6   item I had was to see if we can find out whether this
  

 7   area is served by Southwest Gas for natural gas for the
  

 8   homes in this area.
  

 9                 And so for those items, all of them, we've
  

10   made some initial inquiries, but we need a little more
  

11   follow-up and to hear back, so our plan would be to
  

12   address those items first thing tomorrow morning.
  

13                 Did I miss any questions from this group?
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes.  I had a question
  

15   about what steps the applicant had taken, had they
  

16   approached WAPA about potentially sharing the poles for
  

17   their 230-kV line with the existing WAPA 230-kV line,
  

18   because it looks like they're both going to be either
  

19   parallel to each other on the -- the road's not listed on
  

20   the placemat map, but it is the one that runs east to
  

21   west.
  

22                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Are we talking about
  

23   Curtis Road?
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Curtis Road, yes.  I don't
  

25   know why I can't remember -- Curtis Road, yes, that's the
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 1   one.
  

 2                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, thank you.
  

 3   Forgot that.
  

 4                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Wait one second.  Member
  

 6   Fontes had his hand raised, and then after him, Member
  

 7   Mercer.
  

 8                 Member Fontes?
  

 9                 MEMBER FONTES:  Yes, Chairman, to remind,
  

10   I'm looking for some sort of transaction structure so we
  

11   can understand from the corporate level where the holding
  

12   company's going to be and the project company that will
  

13   have responsibility for environmental litiga- --
  

14   liabilities that -- that decommissioning bond, all of
  

15   those sorts of things at a granular level.
  

16                 MR. ACKEN:  Yes, thank you for that
  

17   reminder.
  

18                 MEMBER FONTES:  Just an exhibit, just file
  

19   it as, and do it in PowerPoint, with some sort of detail
  

20   there.
  

21                 Thank you, Mr. Acken.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Mercer?
  

23                 MEMBER MERCER:  Yes, I guess what I would
  

24   like to see is when you address the gas -- the Southwest
  

25   Gas, if these residents are using Southwest Gas, how far
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 1   are these residents from the -- from the project?  And is
  

 2   it relevant due to the distance?
  

 3                 MR. ACKEN:  Member Mercer, understood.  So
  

 4   yes, we'll make sure that's clear on the map as well
  

 5   where those nearby residents are.
  

 6                 MEMBER MERCER:  Thank you.
  

 7                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you.  Thank you, all.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Then while
  

 9   we're waiting, I guess you could move to admit your
  

10   Exhibits 1 through 10.
  

11                 MR. ACKEN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I
  

12   always appreciate the reminder.  I would offer
  

13   Applicant's Exhibits CC-1 through CC-10 for admission at
  

14   this time.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  They are admitted.
  

16                 (Exhibits CC-1 through CC-10 were admitted
  

17        into evidence.)
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I guess tomorrow when we
  

19   come back in the morning, you'll have some additional
  

20   exhibits, additional answers to questions, and then your
  

21   closing.  And after that we can move on to consideration
  

22   of the Certificate and deliberation of the Conditions.
  

23                 Any other questions from members right now?
  

24                 (No response.)
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  We're scheduled
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 1   to take public comment at 5:30 this evening.  I expect
  

 2   we'll be available for public comment until 6:00.  After
  

 3   that we will recess.  I think we're noticed to come back
  

 4   tomorrow morning at 9:00, I believe that was in
  

 5   anticipation of a tour.  I'm interested in hearing from
  

 6   members whether coming back at 10:00 would be better
  

 7   because we won't be doing a tour that we'd need to start
  

 8   earlier at 9:00.
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman, I'd prefer to
  

10   start at 9:00 and go home sooner.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Members?
  

12                 MEMBER FANT:  I say 10:00, but I live in
  

13   North Phoenix up there.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  9:00 for me,
  

15   Mr. Chairman.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Then we
  

17   will -- we'll leave the start time tomorrow morning at
  

18   9:00 a.m.
  

19                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  That-a-boy.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Anything
  

21   further?  I know Member Little has a question, but she
  

22   can get that answered in the morning.  I think her
  

23   question was about, and I guess you can go ahead and take
  

24   it now so you'll be prepared, I guess her concerns were
  

25   about if the -- any of the transmission structures would
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 1   be close enough to Greene Canal or any other water
  

 2   features that flooding could potentially pose an issue,
  

 3   because there's a floodplain somewhere in this area.
  

 4                 MR. ACKEN:  Chairman Stafford, there was
  

 5   the delineation done for Waters of the U.S.
  

 6       Q.   And, Brian, why don't you take a swing at
  

 7   answering that, understanding that Member Little might
  

 8   have some follow-up when she's back available tomorrow,
  

 9   but let's give your thoughts on is there a floodplain,
  

10   and is there room to span the transmission line?
  

11       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) So I'll take a swing at one
  

12   part of it and then certainly defer to my clients here.
  

13   There is a floodplain.  In a perfect world, from an
  

14   engineering perspective, you don't want to subject your
  

15   structures to the flows within that floodplain if you
  

16   don't have to, so you span if you can.
  

17            That said, I think we're all aware of
  

18   structures, you know, I think of the ones I look at right
  

19   outside of my office window in Tucson in the middle of
  

20   Rillito River, that structures can be placed within the
  

21   floodplain.  And, in fact, within high flows
  

22   successfully, provided they're constructed appropriately.
  

23       Q.   Before you hand over the mic, do you have a
  

24   sense of the width, if you will, for the floodplain in
  

25   that area, like, how wide of an area are we talking
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 1   about?
  

 2       A.   (MR. LINDENLAUB) That's a good question.  I can
  

 3   refer back to our aquatic resources memo.  I believe it's
  

 4   got a graphic in it that shows how the floodplain of the
  

 5   Greene Canal is mapped.
  

 6                 MR. ACKEN:  So that will be prepared
  

 7   tomorrow morning.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.
  

 9                 Member Fant?
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Mr Lindenlaub, from the silt
  

11   deposition in the area, it looks like the entire area is
  

12   a floodplain; is that a fair statement?
  

13                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  You know, the structure of
  

14   the Greene Canal is not terribly deep.  That said, the
  

15   floodplain, as I remember seeing it, is not as wide as
  

16   you might otherwise think it would be.
  

17                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman?
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Was there a question
  

20   earlier about the depth of the aquifer?
  

21                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  There was.
  

22                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  I don't know if this
  

23   is a five-hour or a five-minute question and solution.
  

24   If it's toward the five-minute side of that, would you
  

25   give us some information, if it gets to be a big piece
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 1   we'll take a pass on it.
  

 2                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  I think it's readily
  

 3   found, Member Kryder, and we'll just add that to our
  

 4   list, if that's okay.
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you so much.
  

 6                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Certainly.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Any other homework
  

 8   assignments for the applicant from members?
  

 9                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman?
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

11                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Can you hear me now?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, we can.  Excellent.
  

13                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I apologize for that.
  

14   There's very much a dead area out here.
  

15                 The question that I have was restated very
  

16   well by you.  And I appreciate the answer with respect to
  

17   the floodplain; however, I have concerns also about the
  

18   pond area and the Greene Canal, recognizing, having lived
  

19   in that -- in Southern Arizona, that when it rains areas
  

20   tend to, particularly areas that tend to be pretty flat,
  

21   tend to -- the water tends to spread out a great deal.
  

22                 And we are -- our world is faced with some
  

23   pretty unusual weather conditions recently, which
  

24   probably are going to continue.  And I'm wondering, for
  

25   the record, what the applicant -- how the applicant has
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 1   designed the project to deal with unusual flood
  

 2   conditions in that -- particularly around the pond area
  

 3   and the Greene Canal area?
  

 4                 MEMBER FONTES:  Mr. Chairman?
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Fontes.
  

 6                 MEMBER FONTES:  I built, as a part of WAPA,
  

 7   the ED4 Substation there, and during construction we got
  

 8   major sinkholes.  So I'd ask the applicant to extend
  

 9   tomorrow what their plan is for geotech surveys
  

10   preconstruction, for readiness, just so we can be aware
  

11   of that.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

13                 MS. HYRE:  I can speak to -- am I on?
  

14   Sorry.  I can speak to Member Little's question, to some
  

15   extent.
  

16                 Our engineers have not completed enough
  

17   engineering details yet to know how many structures we
  

18   are potentially going to have in and around that ponding
  

19   area, potentially not even in that area, or even the
  

20   Greene Canal, we just are not far enough along in our
  

21   design process to know what we're going to do in that
  

22   particular area quite yet.
  

23                 I will put out there, though, that as a
  

24   company Cypress Creek develops across the U.S. in areas
  

25   particularly that can be wet sites, such as North
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 1   Carolina and other areas, so we can certainly, as a
  

 2   homework assignment, take to try to get some additional
  

 3   details from our engineering team.  But Cypress Creek
  

 4   does have experience in working in areas of the country
  

 5   that do experience flooding and wet conditions.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I would
  

 7   also like to just reiterate the fact that the flooding
  

 8   conditions in this area can be very different than
  

 9   certainly I had ever experienced in all the places that
  

10   I've lived in until I came here.  So I appreciate your
  

11   answer.  Thank you.
  

12                 MS. HYRE:  You're welcome.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

14                 Member Fant?
  

15                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

16                 I've forgotten how the designation of the
  

17   Waters of the United States works, is it like a tattoo,
  

18   you can't get rid of it once you get it or does it come
  

19   and go?
  

20                 Sorry for the analogy.
  

21                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  It would be more akin to
  

22   the child's tattoo that wears off every four years, let's
  

23   put it that way.
  

24                 MEMBER FANT:  All right.  It's like the
  

25   ones you can get off with a little bit of Crisco and
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 1   vegetable oil.
  

 2                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's exactly right.
  

 3   That said, the U.S. Supreme Court made a determin- --
  

 4   decision in 2023, in a case called EPA -- or excuse me --
  

 5   Sackett versus EPA that really narrowed up and clarified
  

 6   the definition of Waters of the U.S.  The Biden
  

 7   administration published a rule based on that decision --
  

 8   they published a rule just before that decision, revised
  

 9   it based on that decision, and the current Corps of
  

10   Engineers and EPA have recently published a new proposed
  

11   rule based on that Supreme Court decision that defines it
  

12   pretty clearly.  And I think is going to have some
  

13   staying power, if that answers your question.
  

14                 MEMBER FANT:  Yes.  One more question.
  

15                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  Of course.
  

16                 MEMBER FANT:  You know, the rains may fill
  

17   up that old canal so that would make it, I assume, by
  

18   definition, an intermittent water body, right?
  

19                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  That's a really good
  

20   question.  And I think I alluded previously as part of my
  

21   presentation that in order to determine whether it is or
  

22   is not a Water of the U.S., we probably want to do a
  

23   little more work.  The water on the day of our evaluation
  

24   was not dispositive, to use the lawyer term.  But it's
  

25   possible that it could be identified as an intermittent
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 1   water if there are consistent enough flows that it's not
  

 2   merely responding to precipitation, if that helps, which
  

 3   would make it an ephemeral wash.
  

 4                 MEMBER FANT:  And that was an old tropical
  

 5   storm that came through there up from Mexico and dropped
  

 6   a lot of water on the western side of the state, so that
  

 7   was unusual.
  

 8                 MR. LINDENLAUB:  It was.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Anything further from
  

10   members?
  

11                 (No response.)
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, I think at this time
  

13   we can recess until 5:30, at which time we'll come back
  

14   for public comment.  We'll go on the record and if anyone
  

15   is here we will take their comments.  If not, we will go
  

16   off the record and wait around until at least 6:00 to
  

17   give people the opportunity to comment.
  

18                 So with that, we are in recess.
  

19                 (Recessed from 4:21 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.)
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

21   record.  Now's the time set for public comment for Line
  

22   Siting Case 254.  It appears we have two members of the
  

23   public signed up to speak.  When I call your name, please
  

24   approach the lectern and state your name and spell your
  

25   name for the court reporter.
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 1                 First, we have Cesar Corral.
  

 2                 MR. CORRAL:  Good afternoon, Chairman
  

 3   Stafford, Committee Members.  My name is Cesar Corral,
  

 4   That's C-e-s-a-r, C-o-r-r-a-l, and I'm a proud member of
  

 5   LiUNA Local 1184.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak
  

 6   today in strong support of solar project Cactus Flower as
  

 7   you consider its Certificate of Environmental
  

 8   Compatibility.
  

 9                 For those of us in the skilled trades, this
  

10   committee's decisions have a real impact on our lives.
  

11   When you approve a project like Cactus Flower, you're not
  

12   just approving lines on a map or specs on an application,
  

13   you are approving the future job opportunities that keep
  

14   Arizona workers employed, trained, and able to support
  

15   their families.
  

16                 LiUNA members build the backbone of this
  

17   state.  We build the roads, the utilities, the energy
  

18   infrastructure that keeps Arizona growing.  And we want
  

19   nothing more than a chance to build these clean energy
  

20   projects right here at home.  Right now too many of our
  

21   members travel across state lines or spend months away
  

22   from their families because there simply aren't enough
  

23   long-term projects to keep them working locally.  That
  

24   means missed Little League games, missed milestones, and
  

25   long stretches where parents aren't home for dinner.
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 1                 Cactus Flower changes that.  It provides
  

 2   steady, high-quality work for hundreds of Arizona
  

 3   residents.  It strengthens our apprenticeship pipeline
  

 4   and gives young workers meaningful training hours, hours
  

 5   they need to grow into the next generation of skilled
  

 6   professionals.
  

 7                 This project helps us keep paychecks, tax
  

 8   dollars, and opportunities in Arizona, where they belong.
  

 9   From an infrastructure standpoint, Cactus Flower is
  

10   exactly what we need, clean, reliable, renewable energy
  

11   that helps stabilize the grid and meet the demands of a
  

12   rapidly growing state.  And it will be built safely,
  

13   responsible, and with a well-trained local workforce that
  

14   takes enormous pride in doing the job the right way.
  

15                 The members of this committee know better
  

16   than anyone how critical it is to balance growth,
  

17   reliability, and community benefit.  Cactus Flower checks
  

18   every one of those boxes.  It supports economic
  

19   development, ensures energy reliability, and brings
  

20   generational workforce benefits without sacrificing
  

21   environmental responsibility.
  

22                 On behalf of LiUNA Local 1184, our
  

23   apprentices, our journey workers, and the families who
  

24   rely on these careers, I respectfully ask the committee
  

25   to approve the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
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 1   for solar project Cactus Flower.  Arizona needs this
  

 2   project.  Our workers deserve this project.  And we are
  

 3   ready to build it to the highest standard.
  

 4                 Thank you for your time and thoughtful
  

 5   consideration today.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 7                 Up next we have Mark Cardenas.
  

 8                 Please state your name and spell it for the
  

 9   record.  Thank you.
  

10                 MR. CARDENAS:  Chairman Stafford, Honorable
  

11   Committee Members.  For the record, Mark Cardenas,
  

12   representing the Western States Carpenters.  Name is
  

13   spelled M-a-r-k, last name is C-a-r-d-e-n-a-s.
  

14                 And I wanted to thank you for the
  

15   opportunity to speak this evening.  I'm here, also with
  

16   my brother in LiUNA Local 1184, in support of the Cactus
  

17   Flower Solar Project.  It represents exactly the kind of
  

18   economic development the region needs, responsible,
  

19   forward-looking, and rooted in real opportunities for
  

20   local people.
  

21                 This project is going to put our skilled
  

22   workforce to work.  From heavy equipment operators and
  

23   laborers to electricians and maintenance technicians,
  

24   these are good family-sustaining jobs that stay right
  

25   here in our community.  And it's not just construction.
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 1   Projects like this generate long-term operation positions
  

 2   and create demand for local services, suppliers, and
  

 3   small businesses.  Every dollar spent on local labor
  

 4   turns over again in our economy supporting restaurants,
  

 5   housing, and main street businesses.
  

 6                 Cactus Flower also strengthens our region's
  

 7   competitiveness.  Companies looking to expand or relocate
  

 8   consistently always ask about reliable, affordable
  

 9   energy.  Approving this project sends a message that
  

10   we're serious about attracting new industries,
  

11   manufacturing, data centers, logistics are the high-wage
  

12   jobs that they bring with them.
  

13                 And while the power it generates is
  

14   important, the economic impact is undeniable.  New tax
  

15   revenue for counties and school districts, long-term
  

16   investment in rural infrastructure, and a project that
  

17   provides community benefits without draining water or
  

18   straining public services.
  

19                 In short, Cactus Flower Solar is a win for
  

20   jobs, a win for economic growth, and a win for families
  

21   who want to build their future right here in Eloy.
  

22                 Thank you.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

24                 At this point we have no other members of
  

25   the public present to make comment.  It appears we do not
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 1   have any called in either.  So at this time we will go
  

 2   off the record, but remain here at the Commission until
  

 3   6:00 to allow other members of the public the opportunity
  

 4   to either show up and make comment or call in to make
  

 5   comment.
  

 6                 So let's go off the record and wait.
  

 7                 (Recessed from 5:35 p.m. until 5:51 p.m.)
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

 9   record.  We have someone calling in.  Call-in User 1, can
  

10   you hear me?
  

11                 MR. PACKARD:  Yes, can you hear me?
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, do you wish to make
  

13   public comment?
  

14                 MR. PACKARD:  Yes, I do.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Can you please state your
  

16   name and spell it --
  

17                 MR. PACKARD:  Yes.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- for the court reporter.
  

19                 MR. PACKARD:  Yes, my name is Michael
  

20   Packard, M-i-c-h-a-e-l, P-a-c-k-a-r-d.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Please continue.
  

22                 MR. PACKARD:  I'm sorry?
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Make your comments, please.
  

24                 MR. PACKARD:  Oh.  Yeah, I'd like to speak
  

25   up in favor of the Cactus Flower project.  Not only I
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 1   thought everyone who has spoke so far has made very good
  

 2   points about the jobs that it will bring in, tax revenue
  

 3   and everything of the sort, I'd also like to highlight
  

 4   that one of the things that impressed me most about this
  

 5   project is how well it's handling environmental concerns
  

 6   by going in and they specifically have stated that
  

 7   they're going to do minimal grading, basically it sounds
  

 8   like they're going to come in and do just what's truly
  

 9   needed to be done to make the project effective for what
  

10   needs to be done and then once the project is all done
  

11   they also have it already set up to come in and clean
  

12   everything up.  That way it doesn't remain an
  

13   environmental stain on the landscape long after the
  

14   project is finished.
  

15                 There's too many times when we've had other
  

16   types of projects where the landscape is sort of scarred
  

17   after this sort of thing.  And I really appreciate that
  

18   this project has gone through and taken the trouble to
  

19   address those type of concerns.  And so, yeah, I
  

20   just -- I can't speak highly enough to the fact they
  

21   worried about -- they've already come in and worried
  

22   about things for the environment that so many places have
  

23   not.  So I'd like to give them a thumbs up.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

25                 Does that conclude your comments?
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 1                 MR. PACKARD:  Yes, it does.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you very much.
  

 3                 MR. PACKARD:  Thank you.  Have a nice
  

 4   night.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You too.
  

 6                 All right.  We -- it appears we have no one
  

 7   else waiting to make comments.  It is only 5:53.  So we
  

 8   will remain here for, until at least 6:00, to allow
  

 9   additional members of the public to make comment if they
  

10   so choose.
  

11                 So we'll sit here and go off the record.
  

12                 (Recessed from 5:53 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.)
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  It is now 6:00 -- well,
  

14   let's go back on the record.  It is now 6:00, there are
  

15   no more members of the public that have shown up to make
  

16   comment either in person or online or on the phone.
  

17                 With that, we will recess until tomorrow
  

18   morning at 9:00 a.m., where we will recommence the
  

19   hearing.
  

20                 We stand in recess.
  

21                 (The hearing recessed at 6:00 p.m.)
  

22
  

23
  

24
  

25
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 1   STATE OF ARIZONA    )
   COUNTY OF MARICOPA  )

 2
  

 3
             BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were

 4   taken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
   true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to

 5   the best of my skill and ability; that the proceedings
   were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced

 6   to print under my direction.
  

 7             I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of
   the parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the

 8   outcome hereof.
  

 9             I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical
   obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206

10   (J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).  Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, this
   11th day of December, 2025.

11
  

12
  

13
  

14                     ___________________________
                     ROBIN L. B. OSTERODE, RPR

15                     CA CSR No. 7750
                     AZ CR No. 50695

16
  

17                       *   *   *   *   *
  

18             I CERTIFY that Glennie Reporting Services, LLC,
   has complied with the ethical obligations set forth in

19   ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).
  

20
  

21
  

22
  

23
            _______________________________________

24                GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC
                Registered Reporting Firm

25                Arizona RRF No. R1035

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ


	Index
	 Number Index
	0
	0 (3)

	1
	1 (12)
	1,000-foot (1)
	1/2 (1)
	10 (14)
	10- (2)
	10-year (1)
	100 (8)
	100-ish (1)
	100-megawatt (1)
	106 (1)
	10:00 (2)
	11 (1)
	115-kV (1)
	1184 (3)
	11:29 (1)
	11:42 (1)
	11th (1)
	12 (2)
	120 (1)
	12:30 (1)
	12:44 (1)
	12:45 (1)
	13 (1)
	15 (2)
	15-meter (1)
	15-minute (2)
	150 (1)
	150-foot (2)
	162 (2)
	17 (2)
	18 (6)
	199 (2)
	199-foot (1)
	1994 (1)
	19th (1)
	1:00 (1)
	1:45 (1)

	2
	2 (7)
	2,000 (1)
	2.1 (4)
	2.4 (1)
	20 (4)
	20-some (1)
	200-foot (2)
	2008 (1)
	2014 (1)
	2021 (2)
	2022 (4)
	2023 (1)
	2024 (3)
	2025 (8)
	2026 (1)
	2027 (2)
	2028 (6)
	2029 (1)
	2030 (1)
	2040 (1)
	20th (1)
	21st (1)
	22 (2)
	230 (5)
	230-kilovolt (2)
	230-kV (23)
	232 (2)
	24 (1)
	24/7 (1)
	24th (2)
	25 (2)
	25,000 (1)
	254 (2)
	26th (2)
	27 (1)
	270 (2)
	270-megawatt (2)
	27713 (2)
	27th (3)
	28 (1)
	288-7011 (2)
	2:00 (3)
	2:09 (1)
	2nd (1)

	3
	3 (1)
	30 (6)
	30-foot (2)
	300 (2)
	30s (1)
	30th (1)
	31st (1)
	323 (3)
	33 (1)
	34 (1)
	3402 (1)
	345 (1)
	35 (1)
	36 (3)
	365 (1)
	388 (1)
	39 (1)
	3:41 (1)

	4
	4 (3)
	4.8 (1)
	40 (3)
	40-year (1)
	400 (1)
	400-plus (1)
	4001 (1)
	42 (1)
	43 (1)
	44 (4)
	45 (1)
	49 (1)
	4:02 (1)
	4:21 (1)
	4th (1)

	5
	5 (6)
	50 (8)
	50,000 (1)
	50- (1)
	50-foot (1)
	50/50 (1)
	500 (5)
	500-foot (4)
	500-kV (4)
	520 (2)
	5310 (2)
	56 (1)
	57 (1)
	58 (1)
	59 (2)
	5:30 (3)
	5:35 (1)
	5:51 (1)
	5:53 (2)
	5th (1)

	6
	6 (4)
	6.8 (2)
	60 (2)
	60,000 (2)
	655 (2)
	66 (1)
	6:00 (8)

	7
	7 (3)
	76 (1)

	8
	8 (3)
	850 (1)
	85712 (1)
	8th (2)

	9
	9 (1)
	9-mile (1)
	90 (3)
	90405 (1)
	978 (1)
	9:00 (6)
	9th(3)


	$
	$10,000 (1)
	$12 (1)
	$25,000 (1)
	$2500 (5)
	$32 (1)
	$50 (2)
	$500 (1)
	$58,000 (1)
	$60,000 (2)

	/
	// (4)

	A
	A-4 (1)
	abandon (1)
	abandoned (1)
	abatement (3)
	abatements (1)
	ability (4)
	able (26)
	above (5)
	abreast (1)
	absent (1)
	Absolutely (6)
	absorb (1)
	AC (2)
	ACC (1)
	access (6)
	accessing (2)
	accommodate (1)
	accomplish (2)
	according (2)
	accordingly (2)
	account (1)
	accounting (1)
	Acken (145)
	acquaintance (2)
	acquired (1)
	acquisitions (1)
	acreages (1)
	acres (4)
	across (10)
	across-the-board (1)
	Act (5)
	active (6)
	activities (9)
	activity (1)
	actual (10)
	actually (32)
	ad (5)
	ADA (2)
	add (6)
	adding (4)
	addition (11)
	additional (24)
	Additionally (1)
	address (22)
	addressed (2)
	adds (1)
	adequate (4)
	adhere (1)
	adjacent (2)
	adjust (1)
	administration (2)
	admission (1)
	admit (1)
	admitted (2)
	ads (2)
	advance (11)
	advanced (1)
	advances (1)
	adverse (3)
	adversely (1)
	advertise (1)
	advertised (1)
	advertising (1)
	affairs (2)
	affect (5)
	affected (7)
	affecting (1)
	affirmation (7)
	affirmed (4)
	affordable (1)
	afternoon (1)
	afterwards (1)
	ag (8)
	ag- (1)
	again (52)
	against (2)
	age (1)
	agencies (6)
	agency (4)
	ago (6)
	Agreement (23)
	agreements (7)
	agricultural (10)
	agriculture (4)
	Aguilar (1)
	ah (1)
	ahead (8)
	aid (1)
	aim (1)
	aimed (1)
	aiming (1)
	Ak-Chin (1)
	akin (1)
	alert (3)
	alerting (1)
	Alfredo (1)
	align (1)
	alignment (11)
	aligns (1)
	Alliance (3)
	allocated (3)
	allocation (3)
	allow (4)
	allowed (1)
	allowing (2)
	allows (3)
	alluded (2)
	almost (5)
	along (30)
	alphabet (1)
	Alston (2)
	alternating (1)
	although (1)
	always (6)
	amendments (1)
	America (1)
	American (3)
	among (1)
	amount (7)
	amounts (1)
	analogy (2)
	analyses (7)
	analysis (21)
	Andrew (1)
	angular (1)
	annexation (2)
	announced (1)
	annual (1)
	answered (4)
	anticipate (5)
	anticipated (3)
	anticipation (1)
	antiquities (1)
	anymore (1)
	Apache (6)
	Apologies (3)
	apologize (6)
	apologized (1)
	appear (1)
	appearance (2)
	appears (5)
	applicable (3)
	applicant (34)
	applicant's (4)
	applicants (5)
	application (28)
	applications (1)
	applies (1)
	apply (2)
	applying (1)
	appreciate (14)
	appreciation (1)
	appreciative (1)
	apprentices (1)
	apprenticeship (1)
	approach (3)
	approached (2)
	approaches (1)
	appropriate (3)
	appropriately (1)
	approval (8)
	approvals (1)
	approve (2)
	approved (4)
	approving (3)
	approximate (2)
	approximately (19)
	approximation (1)
	April (2)
	APS (52)
	APS's (3)
	aquatic (4)
	aquatics (1)
	aquifer (1)
	archaeological (2)
	archaeologist (3)
	archaeologists (1)
	archaeology (1)
	area (107)
	areas (21)
	Arivaca (1)
	Arizona (46)
	arm (1)
	around (17)
	arranged (1)
	array (2)
	arrays (1)
	arrows (1)
	ASLD (9)
	ASLD's (1)
	aspects (1)
	assess (2)
	assessment (1)
	assessments (3)
	assets (1)
	assign (1)
	assignment (2)
	assignments (1)
	associated (5)
	association (1)
	assume (7)
	assumes (1)
	assuming (1)
	assumptions (3)
	assurance (1)
	assure (1)
	assured (1)
	assuring (1)
	atmospheric (1)
	attached (2)
	attempting (1)
	attendees (4)
	attending (1)
	attention (3)
	attorney (1)
	attracting (1)
	audible (2)
	augmented (1)
	August (6)
	Austin (1)
	authority (2)
	authorization (1)
	authorized (1)
	AV (1)
	availability (1)
	available (27)
	Avenue (2)
	avoid (3)
	avoided (1)
	avoiding (1)
	avoids (2)
	awarded (1)
	aware (5)
	awareness (1)
	away (17)
	awesome (2)

	B
	bachelor's (3)
	back (57)
	backbone (1)
	backed (1)
	background (8)
	backup (2)
	bad (1)
	bake (1)
	balance (1)
	balancing (1)
	Baling (1)
	ball (3)
	ballpark (1)
	band (1)
	bare (1)
	base (2)
	based (14)
	basically (13)
	basis (3)
	bat (2)
	bats (3)
	batteries (7)
	battery (14)
	became (1)
	become (2)
	Beg (1)
	began (4)
	begin (4)
	behalf (3)
	behind (1)
	believes (1)
	Bell (1)
	Bells (1)
	belong (2)
	below (2)
	beneficiaries (1)
	benefit (3)
	benefits (11)
	berries (2)
	Bert (12)
	BESS (13)
	best (5)
	better (10)
	beyond (6)
	bias (1)
	bid (2)
	bidding (1)
	Biden (1)
	bids (2)
	big (6)
	biological (9)
	biology (2)
	bird (2)
	birds (4)
	bit (29)
	blacktop (2)
	bleeding (1)
	blindsided (1)
	block (2)
	blocking (2)
	blowout (3)
	blows (1)
	blue (5)
	Board (6)
	body (1)
	bond (2)
	bonding (2)
	bonds (1)
	boost (5)
	boosted (3)
	boots (1)
	borrow (1)
	bosque (1)
	both (12)
	bottom (2)
	bought (1)
	Boulevard (1)
	bow (1)
	boxes (1)
	branch (1)
	break (15)
	breaking (1)
	breeding (1)
	Brian (18)
	brief (3)
	briefly (1)
	bring (10)
	brings (1)
	Bristol (1)
	broad (1)
	broader (1)
	broken (1)
	broker (1)
	brother (1)
	brought (2)
	brush (1)
	brushy (1)
	buckets (1)
	budgeting (1)
	bugs (1)
	build (21)
	Building (4)
	buildings (1)
	built (7)
	bullet (2)
	bunch (2)
	Bureau (1)
	buried (1)
	burrowing (2)
	bursts (1)
	business (14)
	businesses (2)
	Buttes (4)
	buying (1)

	C
	C's (1)
	C-a-r-d-e-n-a-s (1)
	C-e-s-a-r (1)
	C-o-r-r-a-l (1)
	CAC (6)
	Cactus (31)
	calculate (2)
	calculation (2)
	calculations (1)
	California (1)
	call (10)
	Call-in (1)
	called (7)
	calling (2)
	calls (1)
	came (9)
	campaign (1)
	can (144)
	Canal (20)
	canals (1)
	canary (1)
	cancel (1)
	cans (1)
	capabilities (2)
	capability (3)
	capable (1)
	capacity (6)
	CapEx (1)
	capture (3)
	Cardenas (3)
	cards (1)
	careers (1)
	Carolina (3)
	Carpenters (1)
	carry (1)
	Casa (2)
	Case (7)
	cases (6)
	cash (1)
	catching (1)
	category (1)
	cathodic (1)
	cattle (2)
	cause (3)
	CB-2 (1)
	CC (1)
	CC-1 (2)
	CC-10 (3)
	CC-2 (1)
	CC-3 (3)
	CC-4 (6)
	CC-6 (1)
	CC-8 (3)
	CC-9 (1)
	CCR (3)
	CEC (33)
	CEC-focused (1)
	CEII (1)
	center (9)
	centers (1)
	Central (11)
	century (2)
	certain (5)
	certainly (13)
	certainty (2)
	Certificate (7)
	Cesar (2)
	cetera (5)
	chain (10)
	chains (1)
	Chair (15)
	Chairman (85)
	Chairman's (1)
	challenge (1)
	challenges (1)
	Chamber (4)
	Chambers (3)
	chance (4)
	change (10)
	changed (3)
	changes (6)
	changing (1)
	characterize (3)
	charge (1)
	check (7)
	checks (1)
	child's (1)
	China (1)
	CHMN (283)
	choice (1)
	Cholla (2)
	choose (1)
	chose (5)
	chosen (1)
	CI-2 (1)
	Circle (1)
	circumstances (2)
	City (5)
	City's (1)
	civil (1)
	claims (1)
	clarification (4)
	clarified (1)
	clarify (4)
	clarifying (3)
	class (45)
	classified (1)
	Clean (7)
	clear (16)
	clearance (2)
	clearances (1)
	cleared (2)
	clearing (3)
	clearly (1)
	clicking (1)
	clicks (3)
	clients (1)
	close (10)
	closer (7)
	closest (1)
	closing (2)
	cluster (25)
	clusters (1)
	co-locate (3)
	co-located (3)
	co-locating (1)
	co-owned (1)
	Cochise (1)
	collaboration (3)
	colleague (1)
	colleagues (1)
	collected (1)
	collector (1)
	College (17)
	colleges (3)
	color (2)
	Colorado (1)
	coloring (1)
	colors (1)
	combination (4)
	comfortable (1)
	coming (19)
	comment (14)
	comments (7)
	Commerce (5)
	commercial (7)
	Commission (6)
	Commission's (1)
	commit (2)
	commitment (3)
	committed (8)
	Committee (31)
	committee's (3)
	committing (2)
	common (3)
	communicate (1)
	communicating (1)
	communication (4)
	communications (6)
	communities (1)
	community (44)
	comp (1)
	companies (3)
	company (19)
	company's (2)
	comparable (1)
	compared (1)
	Compatibility (4)
	compatible (4)
	competitive (1)
	competitively (1)
	competitiveness (1)
	competitor (1)
	competitors (1)
	complete (10)
	completed (13)
	completely (4)
	completeness (3)
	completes (1)
	completing (1)
	completion (1)
	compliance (2)
	compliant (2)
	complies (2)
	comply (1)
	component (3)
	components (3)
	comprehensive (2)
	comprehensively (1)
	compress (1)
	computer (1)
	Comstock (78)
	Comstock's (1)
	conceivable (3)
	Conceivably (1)
	concern (6)
	concerns (10)
	Concho (2)
	conclude (3)
	concludes (1)
	conclusion (2)
	conclusions (4)
	concurred (1)
	concurrent (1)
	concurrently (1)
	concurring (1)
	condition (9)
	conditions (8)
	conduct (2)
	conducted (6)
	conducting (3)
	conductor (6)
	conducts (1)
	conference (1)
	confident (2)
	confidential (7)
	confirm (7)
	confirmation (2)
	confirms (1)
	conflict (2)
	conflicts (1)
	conform (1)
	confusing (1)
	congested (1)
	congregated (1)
	conjunction (1)
	connect (4)
	connecting (2)
	connections (1)
	conservation (2)
	conservative-leaning (1)
	consider (5)
	consideration (4)
	considerations (1)
	considered (2)
	considering (3)
	considers (1)
	consistent (5)
	consistently (1)
	consisting (1)
	consists (2)
	constant (1)
	constantly (2)
	constitute (1)
	constitutes (1)
	construct (5)
	constructed (7)
	construction (37)
	construction's (1)
	consult (2)
	consultant (5)
	consultants (3)
	consultation (9)
	contact (4)
	contacted (3)
	contacting (1)
	contacts (4)
	contained (3)
	contains (2)
	context (10)
	contingency (1)
	contingent (1)
	continual (1)
	continue (13)
	continues (2)
	continuing (3)
	contract (3)
	contractor (2)
	contractors (3)
	contracts (1)
	contribute (1)
	contribution (2)
	contributions (1)
	control (6)
	controversial (1)
	conversation (3)
	conversations (4)
	Coolidge (1)
	coordinating (1)
	coordination (1)
	copies (3)
	copy (2)
	core (1)
	corner (3)
	corona (1)
	corporate (1)
	Corps (1)
	Corral (3)
	Corrals (1)
	Correction (1)
	corridor (61)
	corrosion (2)
	cost (14)
	costs (18)
	Council (1)
	count (2)
	counties (9)
	country (5)
	County (61)
	couple (11)
	coupled (1)
	course (4)
	court (5)
	cover (5)
	coverage (1)
	covered (1)
	covering (1)
	cows (3)
	CR-3 (1)
	create (2)
	creation (1)
	creative (1)
	credits (3)
	Creek (29)
	Creek's (5)
	Crisco (1)
	criteria (1)
	critical (2)
	critter (1)
	cross (4)
	crossed (1)
	crosses (2)
	crossing (9)
	crossings (1)
	crossover (1)
	Cruz (6)
	crystal (3)
	cultural (33)
	curiosity (1)
	curious (2)
	current (11)
	currently (13)
	cursor (1)
	Curtis (26)
	customer (8)
	customers (3)
	cyan (1)
	Cypress (35)

	D
	dais (3)
	dark (1)
	Data (6)
	database (1)
	databases (2)
	dataset (1)
	datasets (1)
	date (11)
	dated (2)
	David (1)
	Davis (69)
	day (6)
	days (1)
	dead (1)
	dead-end (1)
	deadline (1)
	deal (4)
	dealing (1)
	deals (2)
	dear (1)
	debate (1)
	decades (1)
	December (4)
	decide (1)
	decision (7)
	decisions (4)
	deck (3)
	decommissioning (4)
	decrease (1)
	dedicated (2)
	deep (2)
	deeper (3)
	defer (3)
	deferred (1)
	defines (1)
	definitely (7)
	definition (2)
	degree (4)
	degrees (3)
	Delaney (1)
	deliberation (1)
	delineation (3)
	delineations (1)
	delivery (1)
	demand (3)
	demands (1)
	demonstrated (2)
	dense (2)
	Department (13)
	departments (3)
	depend (2)
	dependent (2)
	depending (3)
	depends (3)
	depict (1)
	depicted (4)
	depicting (1)
	deposition (1)
	deposits (1)
	depth (2)
	derisked (1)
	derisking (1)
	describe (11)
	description (2)
	descriptions (1)
	desert (6)
	deserve (1)
	design (7)
	designated (1)
	designation (1)
	designed (4)
	desire (1)
	desktop (8)
	desktops (1)
	detail (8)
	detailed (1)
	details (10)
	determin- (1)
	determination (1)
	determinations (1)
	determine (10)
	determined (6)
	determining (1)
	developed (5)
	developer (7)
	developers (1)
	developing (2)
	development (45)
	developments (2)
	develops (2)
	diagonal (1)
	diagram (1)
	DiCiccio (40)
	DiCiccio's (1)
	difference (3)
	different (23)
	difficult (3)
	diligence (5)
	dinner (1)
	direct (7)
	direction (1)
	directly (7)
	director (1)
	directors (2)
	dirt (4)
	discharge (2)
	disclose (3)
	disclosed (1)
	disclosure (1)
	discretion (1)
	discuss (1)
	discussed (1)
	discussing (1)
	discussion (5)
	Dispatch (1)
	dispatchable (1)
	dispositive (1)
	distance (10)
	distant (1)
	distribute (1)
	distribution (8)
	District (9)
	districts (8)
	disturb (1)
	disturbance (2)
	disturbances (1)
	disturbed (1)
	dive (3)
	divert (1)
	diving (1)
	Division (1)
	doable (1)
	Docket (1)
	dockets (1)
	document (1)
	documentation (1)
	documenting (1)
	documents (1)
	dollar (1)
	dollars (4)
	domestic (2)
	domestically (2)
	dominated (1)
	dominates (1)
	donation (1)
	donations (3)
	done (34)
	door (2)
	double (1)
	double-check (6)
	double-circuit (1)
	down (14)
	downward (1)
	dozers (1)
	draft (2)
	Drago (2)
	draining (1)
	draw (2)
	Drive (1)
	driving (2)
	drop (5)
	dropped (3)
	dry (1)
	due (6)
	duly (4)
	dunk (1)
	Durham (2)
	during (12)
	dwellings (1)

	E
	earlier (6)
	early (11)
	early-on (1)
	easels (1)
	easement (6)
	easements (4)
	easier (1)
	East (15)
	east/west (4)
	eastward (1)
	easy (1)
	eat (1)
	eating (1)
	echo (1)
	economic (10)
	economics (2)
	economy (1)
	ED4 (1)
	edge (3)
	education (1)
	educational (4)
	effect (4)
	effective (1)
	effects (6)
	efficiency (1)
	effluent (1)
	effort (1)
	efforts (3)
	eight (2)
	either (12)
	El (2)
	elaborate (1)
	elected (1)
	Electric (3)
	electrical (5)
	electricians (1)
	electrified (1)
	electronic (1)
	Elementary (1)
	eligible (2)
	eliminate (1)
	Eloy (35)
	Eloy's (2)
	else (8)
	email (6)
	emailed (1)
	emails (1)
	emerging (1)
	employed (7)
	employee (5)
	employees (1)
	encourage (1)
	end (21)
	Endangered (5)
	ended (3)
	Energizing (1)
	energy (25)
	engage (1)
	engaged (2)
	engagement (17)
	engages (1)
	engaging (2)
	engineer (1)
	engineer-minded (1)
	engineering (15)
	engineers (4)
	enhance (1)
	enormous (1)
	enough (15)
	enrollment (1)
	ensure (6)
	ensures (1)
	enter (2)
	entering (1)
	entire (7)
	entirely (4)
	entities (2)
	entitlement (3)
	entitlements (5)
	entity (2)
	envelope (3)
	environment (4)
	Environmental (49)
	environmentally (3)
	envision (1)
	EPA (3)
	EPC (4)
	EPCs (4)
	ephemeral (2)
	EPNG (2)
	equipment (9)
	equity (2)
	equivalent (1)
	era (3)
	ERCOT (1)
	Ernst (1)
	eroded (1)
	error (3)
	especially (4)
	established (2)
	estimate (7)
	estimated (3)
	estimates (1)
	estimating (2)
	et (6)
	ET's (3)
	evaluation (9)
	evaluations (4)
	even (24)
	evening (2)
	event (2)
	events (3)
	everybody (2)
	everyone (2)
	everywhere (1)
	evidence (1)
	evolve (1)
	evolves (1)
	exact (2)
	exactly (23)
	examined (1)
	examining (1)
	example (14)
	examples (1)
	exceed (1)
	exceedingly (1)
	Excellent (9)
	exception (2)
	excerpt (1)
	excited (7)
	exciting (2)
	exclusive (2)
	excuse (5)
	execute (1)
	executed (5)
	executing (2)
	Exhibit (33)
	exhibits (8)
	exist (2)
	existing (44)
	exists (1)
	expand (4)
	expanded (1)
	expansion (2)
	expect (3)
	expectancy (1)
	expectation (3)
	expectations (1)
	expected (2)
	expecting (1)
	experience (11)
	experienced (1)
	expert (3)
	expertise (2)
	explain (2)
	explanation (1)
	explore (1)
	exponential (1)
	extend (1)
	extensive (1)
	extensively (1)
	extent (3)
	external (2)
	external-facing (1)
	externally (1)
	extremely (1)
	eye (1)
	eyeballs (5)

	F
	Facebook (9)
	faced (1)
	facilities (9)
	facility (9)
	fact (8)
	factor (4)
	factored (1)
	fading (1)
	faint (1)
	fair (4)
	fairly (2)
	Falls (1)
	false (3)
	familiar (6)
	familiarity (1)
	families (5)
	family (2)
	family-sustaining (1)
	Fant (47)
	far (17)
	farm (3)
	farmer's (1)
	farming (1)
	fastest (1)
	favor (1)
	feature (2)
	features (8)
	federal (11)
	fee (3)
	feedback (7)
	feeds (1)
	feel (4)
	feels (1)
	feet (16)
	FEMA (1)
	fence (1)
	few (10)
	field (9)
	fields (2)
	Figure (8)
	figured (2)
	file (1)
	filed (7)
	filing (2)
	filings (1)
	fill (2)
	final (12)
	finally (1)
	finance (1)
	financed (1)
	financial (3)
	financing (5)
	find (17)
	finding (1)
	findings (2)
	fine (2)
	fine-tune (1)
	fingers (1)
	finish (1)
	finished (3)
	Fire (19)
	firm (3)
	firms (1)
	first (21)
	Fish (3)
	fit (2)
	fits (3)
	five (1)
	five-hour (1)
	five-minute (2)
	fixing (1)
	flat (1)
	flavor (1)
	flexibility (4)
	flood (3)
	flooding (3)
	floodplain (10)
	flow (2)
	Flower (20)
	flowing (3)
	flows (5)
	fly-through (1)
	flying (1)
	flyover (2)
	focus (1)
	focused (3)
	focuses (2)
	focusing (1)
	folks (3)
	follow (14)
	follow-up (10)
	following (7)
	follows (1)
	Fontes (44)
	Fontes's (2)
	food (1)
	foot (3)
	forage (1)
	foraging (2)
	force (2)
	forces (1)
	foreseeable (1)
	Forest (1)
	forget (1)
	forgot (2)
	forgotten (1)
	fork (1)
	formal (2)
	formally (1)
	former (1)
	forth (1)
	forthcoming (1)
	fortunate (1)
	forward (17)
	forward-looking (1)
	fostering (1)
	found (7)
	Foundation (6)
	founded (1)
	four (14)
	four-hour (1)
	framework (1)
	free (2)
	Friday (1)
	front (4)
	full (4)
	full-time (2)
	fully (2)
	function (2)
	funding (1)
	funds (2)
	further (17)
	future (15)
	FYI (1)

	G
	gain (1)
	gaining (1)
	game (2)
	games (1)
	gas (31)
	Gas-Fired (3)
	gating (1)
	gave (4)
	gears (2)
	gen-tie (23)
	general (18)
	Generally (14)
	generate (3)
	generated (1)
	generates (1)
	generation (9)
	generational (1)
	Generator (5)
	gentleman (1)
	genuine (2)
	geographically (1)
	geological (1)
	geotech (1)
	gets (9)
	gigawatt (4)
	gigawatts (5)
	Gila (1)
	Gilbert (1)
	Gin (5)
	given (13)
	gives (8)
	giving (4)
	glad (3)
	glass (2)
	global (1)
	go-getter (1)
	goal (2)
	goat (1)
	God (1)
	goes (12)
	good (31)
	gotcha (1)
	government-to-government (2)
	GPA (1)
	grade (2)
	grading (1)
	graduate (1)
	graduated (1)
	graduates (1)
	graduation (1)
	Grande (2)
	grant (7)
	granted (2)
	granular (1)
	graphic (1)
	grass (4)
	grateful (2)
	graze (2)
	grazing (7)
	great (10)
	greater (2)
	green (1)
	Greene (18)
	grid (4)
	ground (16)
	groundwater (5)
	group (2)
	groups (4)
	grow (2)
	growing (6)
	grown (1)
	Growth (3)
	guess (29)
	guessing (1)
	guidance (3)
	guy (1)
	guys (1)

	H
	H-frame (2)
	habitat (10)
	half (4)
	halfway (1)
	hand (4)
	handful (3)
	handle (2)
	handled (1)
	handling (2)
	happen (3)
	happened (1)
	happens (2)
	happy (6)
	hard (2)
	hate (1)
	Hathiramani (156)
	HATHIRAMI (1)
	head (6)
	heading (1)
	heads (1)
	heads-up (1)
	hear (19)
	heard (14)
	hearing (27)
	hearings (5)
	heart (1)
	heavy (3)
	heels (1)
	height (7)
	held (3)
	Hello (3)
	help (13)
	helped (2)
	helpful (5)
	helping (1)
	helps (7)
	hence (2)
	Here's (2)
	heritage (1)
	hey (3)
	hibernacula (1)
	high (5)
	high-key (1)
	high-level (2)
	high-quality (1)
	high-voltage (3)
	high-wage (1)
	higher (3)
	highest (1)
	highlight (9)
	highly (1)
	himself (2)
	hiring (2)
	historic (12)
	historical (1)
	historically (1)
	Hobbs (1)
	hold (3)
	holding (4)
	Holdings (1)
	hollowed (2)
	home (3)
	homes (4)
	homework (6)
	honest (1)
	honestly (2)
	Honorable (1)
	honored (1)
	hop (2)
	hope (4)
	hopefully (1)
	Hopi (1)
	hoping (2)
	horizon (1)
	horse (1)
	hospitals (1)
	hour (2)
	hours (2)
	house (12)
	houses (5)
	housing (1)
	Houston (1)
	hue (1)
	human (2)
	hundred (4)
	hundreds (2)
	hurt (1)
	Hydrography (1)
	Hyre (104)

	I
	I-10 (5)
	idea (9)
	ideally (1)
	identification (2)
	identified (6)
	identify (6)
	identifying (4)
	ignorance (1)
	III (33)
	image (4)
	images (1)
	immediate (1)
	immediately (2)
	impact (19)
	impacted (1)
	impacting (2)
	impacts (13)
	implementation (1)
	implemented (1)
	important (7)
	impressed (1)
	impression (1)
	improve (2)
	improved (1)
	improvement (1)
	improves (1)
	in-depth (1)
	in-person (2)
	in-use (4)
	inaudible (2)
	incentives (1)
	inches (4)
	inclined (1)
	include (7)
	included (13)
	includes (2)
	including (9)
	income (1)
	incorporate (2)
	incorporating (1)
	incorrect (2)
	increase (2)
	increased (2)
	increases (1)
	increasing (3)
	Indian (5)
	indicate (1)
	indication (1)
	individual (2)
	individually (1)
	individuals (2)
	indulgence (1)
	industrial (1)
	industries (1)
	industry (3)
	industry's (1)
	infancy (1)
	influence (1)
	information (27)
	informed (2)
	infrastructure (19)
	initial (8)
	initially (3)
	initiatives (1)
	innovators (2)
	input (3)
	inputs (1)
	inquiries (1)
	insight (1)
	insights (1)
	insisting (1)
	install (1)
	installation (2)
	instead (1)
	instincts (1)
	instructions (1)
	insurance (1)
	integrated (2)
	integration (1)
	intensive (1)
	intent (5)
	intention (1)
	interacting (1)
	interconnect (8)
	interconnected (1)
	interconnecting (2)
	interconnection (25)
	interconnects (2)
	interest (6)
	interested (8)
	interesting (6)
	interference (2)
	intermittent (2)
	internal (1)
	interrupt (1)
	interruptions (1)
	intersection (1)
	interstate (1)
	intervene (1)
	intervenes (1)
	Interwest (1)
	into (56)
	intro (1)
	introduce (2)
	introduced (1)
	inventories (1)
	inventory (5)
	inverters (1)
	investigation (2)
	investigations (2)
	investment (4)
	investor (1)
	invitations (2)
	invited (1)
	involve (2)
	involved (2)
	involvement (6)
	involves (1)
	Ironwood (1)
	Irrigation (4)
	isolated (1)
	issuance (1)
	issue (8)
	issue's (1)
	issued (1)
	ITC (3)
	item (1)
	items (5)
	itinerary (2)

	J
	January (1)
	Jarvis (1)
	Jennifer (14)
	job (4)
	jobs (9)
	journey (1)
	July (1)
	jump (2)
	jumping (2)
	Juniata (1)
	jurisdiction (3)
	jurisdictional (5)
	jurisdictions (3)

	K
	keep (10)
	keeping (1)
	keeps (1)
	Ken (1)
	kept (1)
	key (9)
	keyboard (2)
	kickout (1)
	kind (30)
	King (1)
	knowledge (3)
	knows (3)
	KOP (4)
	KOP-1 (3)
	KOP-2 (1)
	KOP-3 (1)
	KOP-4 (3)
	KOP-5 (1)
	KOP-6 (1)
	KOPs (3)
	Kryder (116)
	Kryder's (1)

	L
	L-21370A-25-0228-00254 (1)
	La (7)
	labor (13)
	laborers (1)
	lack (3)
	laid (1)
	lame (1)
	Land (104)
	landing (1)
	landowner (12)
	landowners (14)
	lands (15)
	landscape (4)
	language (1)
	large (7)
	larger (3)
	largest (2)
	last (18)
	last-minute (1)
	lastly (1)
	lasts (1)
	late (1)
	later (10)
	latter (1)
	lattice (1)
	Law (1)
	lawyer (2)
	lay (2)
	lead (6)
	Leaders (1)
	leading (3)
	League (1)
	learn (1)
	learned (1)
	lease (14)
	leases (2)
	least (11)
	leave (4)
	leaving (1)
	lectern (1)
	led (2)
	left (5)
	leftmost (1)
	legal (5)
	legislature (1)
	length (5)
	less (5)
	lessees (1)
	letter (24)
	letters (8)
	letting (1)
	level (8)
	levels (1)
	LGIA (1)
	liabilities (1)
	library (2)
	Lidenbaum (1)
	life (6)
	lifecycle (4)
	lifetime (3)
	light (2)
	likelihood (1)
	likely (9)
	limb (1)
	limited (4)
	Lindenlaub (91)
	Line (144)
	linear (7)
	lines (47)
	list (4)
	listed (2)
	listen (1)
	listing (2)
	literally (2)
	literature (1)
	lithium (2)
	litiga- (1)
	Little (72)
	Little's (1)
	LiUNA (4)
	live (2)
	lived (3)
	lives (1)
	LLC (3)
	load (2)
	local (37)
	locally (3)
	locate (1)
	located (17)
	location (11)
	locations (4)
	logic (1)
	logistics (2)
	long (12)
	long-term (6)
	longer (4)
	longest (1)
	look (24)
	looked (3)
	looking (36)
	looks (8)
	Lopez (1)
	lose (3)
	losing (1)
	lost (2)
	lot (33)
	lots (1)
	love (2)
	low (8)
	low-density (1)
	low-key (3)
	lower (1)
	lowest (1)
	lunch (7)

	M
	M-a-r-k (1)
	M-i-c-h-a-e-l (1)
	ma'am (2)
	magic (1)
	mailed (3)
	mailer (1)
	mailers (2)
	mailing (1)
	mailings (1)
	main (8)
	mainly (2)
	maintain (5)
	maintained (2)
	maintaining (2)
	maintains (2)
	maintenance (2)
	major (7)
	majority (2)
	makes (5)
	making (2)
	man (1)
	manage (2)
	managed (4)
	management (6)
	manager (4)
	manager's (1)
	managing (3)
	manufacturer (1)
	manufacturing (1)
	many (16)
	map (36)
	mapped (1)
	mapper (1)
	mapping (1)
	maps (5)
	March (1)
	Maricopa (4)
	Mark (2)
	marked (2)
	market (2)
	marketplace (2)
	marshal (1)
	master (2)
	master's (2)
	MasterCard (1)
	matches (1)
	matching (1)
	material (1)
	materials (9)
	mates (1)
	matter (3)
	mature (1)
	maximize (1)
	maximum (1)
	may (38)
	maybe (13)
	mayor (7)
	mayor's (2)
	McClure (1)
	mean (24)
	meaningful (2)
	means (3)
	meant (2)
	measures (3)
	mechanical (1)
	media (3)
	medium- (1)
	meet (6)
	meeting (3)
	meetings (4)
	meets (2)
	megawatt (5)
	megawatts (3)
	Member (417)
	members (32)
	memo (1)
	Menard (1)
	mention (5)
	mentioned (16)
	Mercer (30)
	merchant (1)
	merely (1)
	Mescalero (1)
	mesquite (29)
	Mesquite's (1)
	mesquites (1)
	mess (1)
	message (3)
	met (1)
	metal (1)
	method (2)
	methodology (2)
	Mexico (2)
	mic (1)
	Michael (1)
	microphone (9)
	microphones (1)
	midday (1)
	middle (8)
	might (21)
	migratory (1)
	Mike (1)
	mile (1)
	miles (20)
	milestones (1)
	million (9)
	mind (3)
	mindful (1)
	Mine (1)
	minimal (6)
	minimize (6)
	minimizing (4)
	minimum (3)
	mining (1)
	minor (2)
	minute (2)
	minutes (2)
	miscommunication (2)
	misnomer (1)
	miss (1)
	missed (2)
	mitigate (2)
	mitigation (12)
	mitigations (1)
	mix (2)
	mixture (1)
	modeling (2)
	modifications (1)
	modify (1)
	modules (1)
	money (6)
	Monica (1)
	monies (1)
	monopole (1)
	monthly (1)
	months (7)
	Monument (1)
	more (49)
	morning (11)
	Most (10)
	mostly (1)
	Mountain (3)
	Mountains (2)
	mouse (1)
	move (18)
	moved (1)
	moving (4)
	much (28)
	multi-use (1)
	multi-year (1)
	multiple (9)
	multitude (1)
	Museum (2)
	myself (1)

	N
	name (15)
	names (1)
	narrow (3)
	narrowed (4)
	narrower (3)
	nation (6)
	National (7)
	nationwide (2)
	native (8)
	natural (24)
	nature (7)
	near (6)
	nearby (7)
	nearer (3)
	nearest (1)
	nearing (1)
	nearly (1)
	necessarily (3)
	necessary (4)
	need (37)
	needed (7)
	needing (1)
	needs (10)
	negative (1)
	negotiated (1)
	negotiating (1)
	neighbor (1)
	neighbors (1)
	Neither (1)
	NEPA (1)
	NERC (1)
	NERC-certified (1)
	nest (4)
	nesting (4)
	nests (4)
	net (1)
	Network (17)
	Nevada (2)
	new (37)
	Newspaper (3)
	Next (54)
	nice (3)
	night (1)
	nine (3)
	nine-mile (1)
	nobody (1)
	nod (1)
	nodding (1)
	noise (7)
	none (1)
	nonjurisdictional (4)
	nonprofit (2)
	North (17)
	north/south (1)
	northeast (1)
	northern (3)
	note (5)
	noted (3)
	notes (1)
	notice (18)
	noticed (4)
	notified (1)
	notifying (1)
	November (8)
	Now's (4)
	nowhere (2)
	nuance (1)
	Number (21)
	numbers (3)
	numerous (1)
	NWI (1)

	O
	O&M (1)
	O'odham (2)
	oath (6)
	oaths (1)
	obligation (2)
	observation (8)
	obtain (2)
	obtaining (1)
	Obviously (6)
	occasion (1)
	occupy (1)
	occur (2)
	occurred (2)
	occurrences (1)
	occurs (4)
	October (6)
	Off (19)
	offer (2)
	offered (1)
	offhand (1)
	Office (20)
	official (1)
	officials (1)
	offset (1)
	offtake (5)
	often (2)
	oil (1)
	old (11)
	older (4)
	once (7)
	one (83)
	one's (1)
	one-stop (1)
	one-to-one (1)
	ones (8)
	ongoing (3)
	online (10)
	only (17)
	onto (3)
	open (21)
	opening (9)
	operate (1)
	operates (1)
	operating (1)
	operation (2)
	operational (5)
	operations (6)
	operator (2)
	operators (1)
	opinion (1)
	opportunities (11)
	opportunity (15)
	opposed (3)
	opposite (2)
	opposition (2)
	oppositional (1)
	optimal (1)
	option (5)
	options (5)
	orange (4)
	order (16)
	ordinance (1)
	organization (3)
	organizations (6)
	orient (2)
	original (4)
	origination (3)
	Osa (7)
	others (6)
	otherwise (2)
	out (71)
	outbuildings (1)
	outer (1)
	outlined (2)
	output (5)
	outreach (6)
	outside (2)
	over (27)
	over-transparent (1)
	overflow (1)
	overgraze (1)
	overgrazed (2)
	overgrown (1)
	overlapping (1)
	oversaw (1)
	oversee (1)
	overview (6)
	owl (1)
	owls (2)
	own (6)
	owned (5)
	owner (4)
	owners (2)
	ownership (4)
	owning (1)
	owns (1)

	P
	P&Z (1)
	P-a-c-k-a-r-d (1)
	PACKARD (9)
	pad (1)
	page (7)
	panel (6)
	panels (6)
	paper (2)
	papers (1)
	Paradise (1)
	parallel (5)
	paralleling (1)
	parallels (1)
	parent (3)
	parents (1)
	Park (1)
	part (24)
	participants (2)
	participate (4)
	participating (1)
	particular (8)
	particularly (4)
	parties (2)
	partners (2)
	Partnership (4)
	partnerships (1)
	parts (1)
	party (1)
	Pascua (4)
	Paso (2)
	pass (2)
	passage (1)
	passing (1)
	past (2)
	patch (2)
	paved (1)
	paving (1)
	pay (6)
	paychecks (1)
	paying (3)
	payments (2)
	Peak (6)
	Pedro (1)
	pencils (1)
	Pending (1)
	people (24)
	Per (5)
	percent (7)
	perfect (2)
	perhaps (2)
	period (3)
	periods (2)
	permanent (1)
	permit (2)
	permits (3)
	permitted (2)
	permitting (7)
	perpendicular (1)
	perpetuity (1)
	person (7)
	personal (1)
	personally (2)
	personnel (2)
	perspective (1)
	pertaining (1)
	Phase (7)
	phasing (1)
	phenomenon (1)
	philosophy (4)
	Phoenix (6)
	phone (6)
	phones (1)
	photo (3)
	photograph (2)
	photographs (2)
	photos (3)
	photovoltaic (2)
	phrase (2)
	physical (3)
	Picacho (5)
	pick (1)
	picking (1)
	picks (1)
	Pico (1)
	picture (3)
	piece (3)
	pieces (3)
	Pima (2)
	Pima-Maricopa (3)
	Pinal (47)
	pineapple (1)
	pipe (1)
	pipeline (7)
	pipelines (4)
	placards (2)
	place (6)
	placed (2)
	placemat (9)
	places (4)
	plan (13)
	planned (5)
	planning (4)
	plans (10)
	plant (20)
	plants (3)
	platform (1)
	platforms (1)
	please (28)
	plowed (1)
	plus (2)
	pm (11)
	podium (2)
	POI (4)
	point (33)
	pointed (2)
	pointing (1)
	points (7)
	pole (3)
	Poles (16)
	Policy (2)
	pollution (1)
	pond (2)
	ponded (1)
	ponding (1)
	poor (1)
	population (2)
	porcelain (1)
	portfolio (3)
	portion (16)
	portions (1)
	pose (2)
	position (7)
	positions (2)
	possibility (2)
	possible (2)
	possibly (1)
	post (5)
	post-construction (1)
	posted (3)
	posting (4)
	posts (3)
	potential (14)
	potentially (13)
	power (20)
	powering (1)
	PowerPoint (2)
	PPA (3)
	practices (3)
	precious (1)
	precipitation (5)
	precise (2)
	preconstruction (5)
	preexisting (1)
	prefer (4)
	preference (1)
	prefiling (1)
	preparation (1)
	prepared (6)
	presence (1)
	Present (12)
	presentation (14)
	presenting (2)
	presents (1)
	Preservation (3)
	presumably (1)
	pretty (12)
	prevent (2)
	preventing (1)
	prevention (2)
	previous (2)
	previously (10)
	price (3)
	pride (1)
	primarily (3)
	principal (2)
	prior (18)
	private (36)
	private-owned (1)
	proactively (2)
	probable (1)
	probably (12)
	problem (2)
	problems (1)
	proceed (5)
	proceeding (3)
	proceedings (2)
	process (41)
	processed (1)
	procure (2)
	procurement (3)
	procuring (1)
	production (1)
	professionals (2)
	program (14)
	programs (6)
	progressed (1)
	project (247)
	project's (4)
	projected (2)
	projects (58)
	promise (3)
	property (6)
	proportion (1)
	proposals (1)
	proposed (22)
	proposing (3)
	proprietary (2)
	protected (6)
	protection (2)
	protective (1)
	protocol (1)
	protocols (1)
	proud (5)
	provide (31)
	provided (25)
	provides (7)
	providing (3)
	proximity (6)
	public (38)
	public-facing (1)
	publicized (1)
	publicizing (1)
	publicly (8)
	published (5)
	publishes (2)
	Pueblo (1)
	pull (4)
	pulls (1)
	pumping (1)
	purchase (9)
	purchased (3)
	purchasing (3)
	pure (1)
	purple (1)
	purpose (5)
	purposes (1)
	pursuant (2)
	pursue (2)
	pushes (1)
	put (27)
	putting (2)
	pygmy (1)

	Q
	Q388 (3)
	Q392 (1)
	qualification (1)
	qualified (2)
	qualifying (1)
	quality (1)
	quartet (1)
	queue (13)
	quick (7)
	quickly (1)
	quite (6)
	quote (1)
	quote-unquote (1)
	quoted (1)
	quotes (1)

	R
	radius (1)
	railroad (1)
	rains (3)
	raised (1)
	ran (1)
	ranch (7)
	ranching (2)
	range (3)
	ranges (2)
	rants (1)
	rapidly (1)
	rare (1)
	rather (6)
	ratio (2)
	rationale (1)
	re-augmented (3)
	re-power (2)
	re-vegetate (3)
	re-vegetation (1)
	reach (2)
	reached (1)
	reaches (1)
	reaching (1)
	react (1)
	readily (3)
	readiness (1)
	reading (2)
	ready (4)
	real (9)
	realistic (1)
	really (44)
	reason (9)
	reasonable (1)
	reasons (2)
	reassessed (1)
	rebuild (1)
	recall (4)
	receive (2)
	received (8)
	receiving (2)
	recent (3)
	recently (8)
	receptors (2)
	recess (11)
	Recessed (7)
	recipients (2)
	reclamation (1)
	recognize (1)
	recognizing (1)
	recollection (2)
	recommence (1)
	recommendation (1)
	recommendations (1)
	recommended (1)
	record (36)
	records (1)
	recreation (8)
	recreational (2)
	recycle (2)
	recycling (3)
	redacted (2)
	reduce (1)
	reduced (1)
	reevaluate (1)
	refer (1)
	reference (3)
	referenced (2)
	referred (2)
	referring (3)
	refine (2)
	refined (1)
	reflect (1)
	reflected (1)
	reflects (1)
	refundable (1)
	regard (5)
	regarding (6)
	regardless (1)
	regards (2)
	region (3)
	region's (2)
	regional (4)
	Register (1)
	registered (1)
	regular (3)
	Regulation (5)
	regulations (2)
	regulatory (4)
	reiterate (2)
	related (3)
	relates (3)
	relative (4)
	relatively (1)
	relevant (2)
	reliability (8)
	reliable (4)
	relies (1)
	relocate (1)
	rely (4)
	remain (11)
	remaining (1)
	remains (2)
	remarkable (1)
	remarkably (1)
	remedied (1)
	remember (4)
	remind (1)
	reminder (3)
	remote (4)
	remoteness (1)
	remove (3)
	removes (1)
	removing (1)
	renderings (1)
	renewable (9)
	Renewables (11)
	repair (1)
	repeat (1)
	repeating (1)
	replace (1)
	replaced (2)
	replant (1)
	reply (1)
	report (7)
	REPORTER (13)
	reports (5)
	representation (2)
	representative (4)
	representatives (2)
	representing (3)
	represents (1)
	request (11)
	requested (10)
	requesting (4)
	requests (3)
	require (4)
	required (18)
	requirement (2)
	requirements (10)
	requires (2)
	requiring (1)
	rerun (1)
	research (2)
	Reservoir (2)
	residence (1)
	residential (7)
	residents (7)
	resource (20)
	resources (43)
	respect (12)
	respectfully (2)
	respects (1)
	respond (2)
	responded (3)
	responding (1)
	response (10)
	responses (1)
	responsibilities (2)
	responsibility (2)
	responsible (6)
	rest (2)
	restated (1)
	restaurants (1)
	restoring (1)
	restudies (1)
	restudy (2)
	result (11)
	resulted (1)
	results (2)
	retain (1)
	return (1)
	revenue (13)
	revert (1)
	review (9)
	reviewed (8)
	reviewing (1)
	reviews (1)
	revised (4)
	revisions (1)
	rezoned (2)
	rezoning (2)
	RFP (3)
	RFPs (3)
	rid (1)
	right (89)
	right-hand (1)
	right-of-way (31)
	right-size (1)
	rights (3)
	rights-of-way (2)
	Rillito (1)
	riparian (1)
	risk (1)
	River (10)
	rivers (2)
	Road (45)
	road's (2)
	roads (9)
	Robert (1)
	Robin (1)
	robust (1)
	Rodriguez (1)
	role (7)
	roll (1)
	room (4)
	roosting (1)
	rooted (1)
	Rosa (1)
	rough (1)
	roundabout (1)
	route (15)
	routing (2)
	rubber (1)
	rule (3)
	run (10)
	running (6)
	runs (5)
	rural (16)
	rush (1)
	rusted (1)
	rusty (1)

	S
	Sackett (1)
	sacred (1)
	sacrificing (1)
	safely (1)
	safety (3)
	Saguaro (6)
	Sal (1)
	sales (1)
	Salt (3)
	salvage (1)
	same (21)
	Samuel (11)
	San (1)
	Santa (8)
	saturated (1)
	saw (7)
	Sawtooth (1)
	Sawtooths (1)
	saying (9)
	scale (1)
	scarcity (1)
	scarred (1)
	scenarios (1)
	scenery (1)
	schedule (2)
	scheduled (1)
	schedules (1)
	scholarship (3)
	scholarships (10)
	school (6)
	schools (4)
	science (2)
	scope (5)
	screen (6)
	screwed (1)
	scrub (3)
	season (3)
	second (9)
	seconds (1)
	section (5)
	sector (1)
	securing (1)
	security (1)
	seeing (7)
	seeking (2)
	seem (3)
	seems (6)
	segue (3)
	select (2)
	selecting (1)
	selection (1)
	self-interest (1)
	selfishly (1)
	sell (1)
	semester (1)
	send (1)
	sending (1)
	sends (1)
	senior (2)
	seniors (1)
	sense (8)
	sensitive (3)
	sent (6)
	separate (5)
	separation (2)
	September (3)
	serious (1)
	seriously (1)
	serve (6)
	served (2)
	serves (1)
	service (3)
	services (3)
	serving (2)
	sessions (1)
	set (10)
	setbacks (1)
	setting (1)
	seven (2)
	seventh (1)
	several (5)
	severance (1)
	severe (1)
	shaded (1)
	shades (1)
	share (7)
	shared (4)
	sharing (4)
	sharpen (1)
	sheep (1)
	shift (5)
	shifted (1)
	Shifting (1)
	shop (1)
	short (2)
	short-term (1)
	shortage (1)
	shortages (1)
	shorter (3)
	shortfalls (1)
	shortly (1)
	show (10)
	showing (9)
	shown (5)
	shows (11)
	SHPO (4)
	shut (1)
	Sid (1)
	side (21)
	sign (1)
	sign-in (1)
	signed (2)
	significant (5)
	significantly (3)
	signing (5)
	signs (2)
	silt (1)
	Silver (2)
	Similar (6)
	similarly (2)
	simply (2)
	sims (2)
	simulated (2)
	simulation (4)
	simulations (6)
	single (1)
	single-circuit (1)
	sinkholes (1)
	sit (3)
	site (21)
	sited (7)
	sitely (1)
	sites (5)
	Siting (12)
	sitting (1)
	six (10)
	size (10)
	sizeable (1)
	skill-set (2)
	skilled (3)
	skilling (1)
	slide (55)
	slides (7)
	slight (1)
	slightly (2)
	small (6)
	small-scale (1)
	smaller (6)
	smarted (1)
	snacks (2)
	snuck (1)
	social (3)
	soft (1)
	Sohini (30)
	Sohini's (2)
	soils (1)
	solar (58)
	soliloquy (1)
	solution (2)
	somebody (2)
	somehow (1)
	someone (6)
	someone's (1)
	someplace (1)
	sometime (1)
	sometimes (7)
	somewhat (1)
	somewhere (5)
	soon (1)
	sooner (3)
	Sorry (19)
	sort (18)
	sorts (1)
	sound (1)
	sounds (2)
	soup (1)
	source (1)
	sources (1)
	south (40)
	southeast (2)
	southern (2)
	southernmost (2)
	Southwest (11)
	soybeans (1)
	space (3)
	spacing (1)
	span (4)
	sparse (2)
	speak (31)
	speaking (7)
	speaks (1)
	special (2)
	Species (12)
	specific (19)
	specifically (14)
	specs (1)
	speech (2)
	spell (3)
	spelled (1)
	spend (1)
	spent (2)
	sphere (1)
	spite (1)
	split (1)
	spoke (4)
	spoken (2)
	sponsorships (1)
	spot (2)
	spread (1)
	spur (9)
	stabilize (1)
	Stacie (1)
	Staff (9)
	STAFFORD (295)
	stage (4)
	stages (3)
	staging (2)
	stain (1)
	stakeholder (4)
	stakeholders (1)
	stand (4)
	standard (11)
	standards (4)
	standing (3)
	standpoint (3)
	stands (1)
	start (10)
	started (4)
	starting (7)
	starts (1)
	startups (1)
	state (81)
	state-of-the-art (1)
	stated (1)
	statement (5)
	states (5)
	station (1)
	status (2)
	stay (2)
	stayed (1)
	staying (2)
	steady (1)
	stealing (1)
	STEM (1)
	STEM-focused (1)
	STEM-related (2)
	steps (1)
	stick (4)
	still (18)
	stipulation (2)
	stir (1)
	stock (2)
	stop (1)
	stops (2)
	storage (8)
	storm (2)
	stormwater (1)
	story (1)
	straight (3)
	straining (1)
	strategies (2)
	strategy (1)
	stream (1)
	street (2)
	strengthen (2)
	strengthens (2)
	stretch (2)
	stretched (2)
	stretches (1)
	strings (1)
	strives (1)
	strong (4)
	strongly (1)
	structure (8)
	structures (13)
	struggle (1)
	students (6)
	studied (1)
	studies (21)
	study (14)
	stuff (1)
	subject (3)
	submit (4)
	submitted (9)
	submitting (2)
	subsequent (1)
	subset (1)
	subsidiary (1)
	substantial (1)
	substation (20)
	substation's (1)
	substations (1)
	subtle (1)
	successful (1)
	successfully (3)
	sufficient (2)
	suitability (1)
	suitable (2)
	summaries (1)
	summarize (7)
	summary (4)
	Sunland (5)
	sunset (1)
	Sunshine (1)
	Sunshine's (1)
	superintendent (1)
	supervisor (3)
	Supervisors (2)
	supplemental (5)
	suppliers (4)
	supply (16)
	supplying (1)
	support (29)
	supporters (2)
	supporting (5)
	supportive (2)
	supports (4)
	supposed (2)
	Supreme (2)
	sure (35)
	surface (5)
	Surprised (1)
	surrounding (6)
	survey (18)
	surveyed (1)
	surveyors (2)
	surveys (8)
	sustainable (2)
	Sutton (1)
	swing (3)
	switch (2)
	switchyard (33)
	sworn (4)
	synergy (1)
	system (16)

	T
	table (5)
	tables (1)
	tailwater (2)
	talk (32)
	talked (4)
	talking (15)
	talks (1)
	tall (7)
	tandem (2)
	tanks (1)
	tapped (1)
	tapping (1)
	target (1)
	targeted (2)
	targeting (2)
	Tat-Momoli (2)
	tattoo (2)
	tax (17)
	TBD (1)
	team (24)
	team's (1)
	tear (2)
	tech (1)
	technical (4)
	technicians (1)
	technologies (3)
	technology (5)
	tee (1)
	telephone (1)
	temporarily (1)
	Ten-Year (1)
	tend (4)
	tends (1)
	tens (1)
	TEP (1)
	term (3)
	terminate (2)
	termination (1)
	terminology (3)
	terminus (1)
	terms (5)
	terribly (1)
	testified (3)
	testify (1)
	testimonial (1)
	testimony (35)
	Testing (1)
	Texas (8)
	Thanks (2)
	Thanksgivings (1)
	That-a-boy (1)
	theirs (1)
	thereabouts (1)
	thinking (1)
	third (3)
	third-party (1)
	thirst (2)
	thorough (2)
	thoroughly (1)
	thoroughness (1)
	though (6)
	thought (9)
	thoughtful (1)
	thoughts (2)
	thousand (2)
	thousand-foot (13)
	thousand-foot-wide (1)
	thousands (1)
	threatened (2)
	three (23)
	three-year (2)
	throughout (3)
	thrown (1)
	thumbs (1)
	thunder (1)
	tie (5)
	tie-in (1)
	tied (2)
	tier (2)
	tiers (1)
	tight (1)
	tightened (1)
	tightly (2)
	timeline (4)
	timelines (1)
	timely (2)
	times (7)
	timewise (1)
	timing (4)
	titled (1)
	today (16)
	together (2)
	Tohono (3)
	Toltec (8)
	tomorrow (15)
	Tomorrow's (1)
	tonight (1)
	tool (1)
	toolkit (3)
	top (6)
	top-tier (1)
	topic (1)
	topics (3)
	topography (1)
	total (4)
	touch (4)
	touched (2)
	tough (1)
	tour (31)
	tout (1)
	toward (6)
	towards (5)
	tower (2)
	towers (2)
	town (4)
	towns (1)
	trade (4)
	trade-offs (1)
	trades (1)
	traditional (1)
	traffic (1)
	trafficked (1)
	trail (1)
	trails (1)
	trained (1)
	training (1)
	trans- (1)
	transaction (2)
	transcript (1)
	transects (1)
	transformers (1)
	transition (1)
	transmission (35)
	transmission-level (1)
	transparent (3)
	transplant (2)
	transplanted (2)
	transplanters (1)
	trash (2)
	travel (2)
	travelers (1)
	traveling (1)
	traverse (1)
	treat (1)
	treatment (1)
	treats (1)
	tree (1)
	trees (3)
	trend (2)
	tribal (4)
	Tribe (10)
	tribe's (1)
	tribes (7)
	trickiness (1)
	Trinity (1)
	tropical (1)
	trouble (1)
	truck (1)
	true (2)
	truly (1)
	trust (4)
	truth (2)
	try (7)
	trying (23)
	Tucson (4)
	tuition-free (1)
	turf (1)
	turn (9)
	turning (1)
	turnout (1)
	turns (5)
	TVA (1)
	Tweedy (1)
	twice (1)
	two (35)
	two-mile (1)
	tying (4)
	type (9)
	types (4)
	typical (4)
	typically (18)

	U
	UCLA (1)
	ultimately (3)
	unclear (1)
	undeniable (1)
	under (21)
	underground (1)
	underlaying (1)
	underlying (2)
	Understood (3)
	undertaken (1)
	underway (2)
	undeveloped (1)
	undiscernible (1)
	Unfortunately (1)
	unincorporated (3)
	Union (1)
	unique (1)
	United (2)
	University (3)
	unlabeled (2)
	Unless (4)
	unlikely (1)
	unpaved (3)
	unused (1)
	unusual (3)
	up (91)
	updated (2)
	upgrade (5)
	upgraded (2)
	upgrades (23)
	uplands (1)
	upon (5)
	urban (1)
	USA (1)
	usage (1)
	use (36)
	used (3)
	useful (1)
	User (1)
	uses (4)
	using (7)
	usually (6)
	Utah (1)
	Utilities (9)
	utility (5)
	utilization (2)
	utilize (2)

	V
	valid (3)
	Valley (5)
	variable (1)
	variety (1)
	various (2)
	vegetable (1)
	vegetation (7)
	vehicles (1)
	Verma (1)
	Vermaland's (1)
	version (3)
	versus (4)
	vertical (1)
	vetted (1)
	vicinity (2)
	video (1)
	videos (1)
	view (4)
	viewers (2)
	viewpoint (1)
	views (1)
	viewshed (2)
	vigilant (1)
	vintage (1)
	virtual (12)
	visible (1)
	vision (1)
	visual (18)
	vocational (1)
	voice (2)
	voicemail (2)
	voicemails (1)
	voltage (3)
	volume (1)
	vote (2)

	W
	wait (7)
	waiting (3)
	walk (5)
	walking (1)
	wants (1)
	WAPA (55)
	WAPA's (2)
	warehoused (1)
	warriors (2)
	wash (7)
	washes (1)
	water (29)
	Waters (5)
	Watershed (1)
	way (24)
	ways (5)
	wealth (1)
	wears (1)
	weather (1)
	website (8)
	websites (2)
	weed (1)
	weed-type (1)
	week (9)
	weeks (1)
	weigh (1)
	weight (1)
	welcome (9)
	well-known (1)
	well-trained (1)
	Wells55 (1)
	west (22)
	western (2)
	Westland (2)
	wet (2)
	wetland (1)
	What's (22)
	whatnot (1)
	wheelhouse (1)
	whenever (2)
	whip (1)
	White (3)
	who's (1)
	whole (4)
	wholly (1)
	whose (1)
	wide (2)
	widening (1)
	widens (1)
	wider (1)
	widespread (1)
	width (2)
	wildlife (5)
	willing (2)
	win (4)
	wind (2)
	window (2)
	wires (3)
	wisdom (1)
	wish (2)
	wishes (1)
	wishing (2)
	withdraw (1)
	within (18)
	Without (6)
	witness (2)
	witnesses (8)
	wondering (3)
	wooden (1)
	word (2)
	words (1)
	work (26)
	worked (6)
	workers (5)
	workforce (8)
	workforces (1)
	working (13)
	works (5)
	world (4)
	world's (1)
	worried (2)
	worry (1)
	worth (5)
	wrap (1)
	wren (2)
	wrens (5)
	writing (2)
	written (1)
	wrote (2)
	wwwCactusFlowerSolarcom (2)

	Y
	y'all (2)
	Yaqui (4)
	yard (1)
	Yavapai (2)
	Yavapai-Apache (1)
	year (17)
	years (39)
	yelled (1)
	yellow (4)
	Young (3)
	young-rearing (1)
	youth (2)
	Yup (1)

	Z
	zoned (3)
	zones (1)
	zoning (17)
	Zuni (1)

	[
	[sic] (3)



